Croatia, Serbia Agree to Normalize 
Relations Soon 

VOW.IAGA®n, C«ce _ -n* Croatian „ 

toban presidents .greed Wfednesd^tononnaSai. 

^ Y " ***““* 
fhe^d eefei 0 " Is nonmlb* relations “in the near 
in a draft statement being 

hr Ok two delegations at Mb „ u* 
near Athens, the source sad. 
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Rumors of Levy Resignation Mount 

BAIT-UL-MOQA DDAS — Foreign Minister David 
Levy may resign if Premier Benjamin Netanyahu 
keeps shutting him out of decision-making on the 

peace process, dose associates said in the Israeli media 

on Wednesday. 

In a sign of the escalating dispute between the two 

long-time political rivals. Levy failed to attend a 
special Cabinet session called by Netanyahu eariy 
Wednesday, reportedly to discuss Israel’s response to 
latest attacks on Israeli troops in southern Lebanon. 
__(Contd on ftr. 14) 


^ ea Ponsj 

Militia®, 


• c -es it,» 

' ~ “ =-'JES S . 

F ' 

' ^ ‘ -a ‘ 

"■ ” ■‘arc 
-as. *•. 

' “ ■■ 

■' 'r wr-;; 

-■ r: a/. 

'-l ' ss ajc.: 
as - 
. sic 

"■ .j ja! 

’* jat: ] 


i > .T.I5, soft;. 

fir 17 * 

i- iir r.: irsr 


■ .;k. SJStt 

i.* tier: 

• i*!il IS 

• c. a.' i®- 

t _: M i— £• 


:• <»f Kiitoff-a 

\;,f Wort# 


'ti** BIDING — China Wednesday 

^ J^inedagrcnvingimmberofcoun- 

^ trics to ““ack Washington’s deci- 
son to impose sanctions on 
9 : non-U.S. companies that trade 
with Iran and Libya, saying the 
move will “dono good to tiki se£- 

t tlement of the problem.” 

) J[ “The U.S. act on intensifying 
“action against Iran and Libya is 
not consistent with ... interna¬ 
ls h'onal relations and will do no 
good to die settlement of die 
5; problem,” a Foreign Ministr y 

k. spokesman said. 
c # “Nobody should frequently ro- 
5 . ® ort to sanctions or pressures to 
.• resolve such problems,” the 

spokesman said, calling for a 
2 resolution “on the basis of mutual 
respect through dialogue and con¬ 
sultations held on an equal foot¬ 
ing.” 

Tbe Iran-Libya sanctions act 
requires U.S. PresidentBill Cam- 
ton to slap sanctions on foreign 
companies that invest more than 
$40 million annually in the Im- 
™ m *!**! Libyan energy sectors. 

&itain, C anad a, France, Ger- 
mffly, Italy, Japan, Norway, i 
IWdslan, Russia and Switzerland 
have all protested the bill signed 
into law by Clinton on Monday. 

®®PP«m governments aigne ] 
that foe law violates international 
trade agreements and have vowed 
to retaliate against the measure, 

4> which is similar to another sanc^ 
tions law punishing firms that do 
business in Cuba. ^ 

But foe U.S. has reiterated its p 
call to European countries to join c 
in fte drive to isolate Tehran and 
Tripoli, saying sod action would 
make them eligible for a sanctions 
waiver. 

France will take immediate 
counter-measures if French firms 
are affected by the U.S. D’amato 
Law threatening sanctions against 
non-U.S. firms investing in Iran 


Iranian Diplomats 
Advocates of Islamic Values 


f aa< l Libya, a government spokes¬ 
man said Wednesday. 

Alain Lamassoure told a Cabi- 
1 net meeting that France will pre¬ 
pare “mirror” legislation “in 
1 order to be ready if need be” af¬ 
ter the U.S. bill was signed into 
law by President Bill a in ton on 
Monday. 

Omni, Australia and France 
an Wednesday joined a growing 
^dmnationai outcry over Wash¬ 
ington’s decision to punish for¬ 
eign companies which trade with 
Iran and Libya. 

Australia will do “all it can to 
resist” the U.S. moves. Trade 
and Deputy Prime Minister Tim 
Kacher said. He would not say if 
his government would back 
moves to take the issue to the 
World Trade Or gan natio n 
(WTO). 

Australia believed threatened 
U.S. sanctions against 
cou ntries and -Ce^gnfes - tat rt 
wron g in principle and "cau® 31 ® 
harm Australian trade, he said. 

“Australia will continue to 
lodge its protest over the principle 
which sees the United States 
bring in. yet another non-tariff 
barrier, restrict exports to die 
United States if they axe n ot 
happy with what an overseas 


country is doing in a third coun- 
try. 

Japan said the law was “ incon - 
astent with WTO rules, while 
Pakistan described h as unfortu¬ 
nate. _ 

The United States decision to 
clamp sanctions on companies 
that do business with Iran and 
Libya could backfire on Washing¬ 
ton and herald the “collapse of 
the unipolar world,” Pakistani 
press reports warned Wednesday. 

There has been “no evidence” 
flat the governments of Libya and 
Iran were directly or indirectly 
involved in acts of terrorism, but 
the United States has chosen to 
indict them “unilaterally” and to 
proceed with penalizing them, an 
influential daily Dawn said. 

The bill has wider implications 
which could prove “counter-pro¬ 
ductive and even backfire on 
Washington,” Dawn said. 

“I f this is sipxp'y rap - eleefon 

to win votes, one 
wonders whether the U.S. will 
ever learn some of the basic 
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and creative diplomacy,” it said. 

Pakistan's Foreign Office 
spokesman stressed that “rda- 
tiwis with Iran will remain nnaf r 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Ali Akbar Velayati, the offi¬ 
cials at the foreign ministry an< t 
the Iranian ambassadors and 
Charges d'affaires called on the 
L ea d e r of the Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei 
here Tuesday. 

At the meeting, the Leader un¬ 
derlined die significant progress 
made in foe foreign diplomacy of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran and 
viewed it as the outcome of foe 
brave independence-seeking na- 


tore of the Mamie Revolution and 7 ™?^^ 
flBafmmtmentoflhelramfflof- tennsd ^ Iram ^ diplomauc 
Boris to Islamic tenets and pnn- corps abroad the advocate of the 

(Contd on Pg, 14) 

Turkey, Israel Postpone 

Signing of Defense Agreement 


nappy what an oversea, (Contd on P^U) tave “ 

Separatists Appear to Control Grozny 

3ROZNY — Separatists ap- wj-j- _ 


GBOTNY - Separatists ap- Watorfa ^ Rnssj ^ 
p«ed to control most of the ^ ^ ^ 

Qiechen capital Grozny on jji ys and, according to n spokes- 


re™* preparing a 

counter-offensive. 

(Contd on Pg 14) 
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( U.S. Frowns 
Upon Erbakan’s 
Trip to Iran 

WASHINGTON — The United 
States expressed disapproval 
Tuesday over a planned visit to 
bw by Turkey’s new Islamist 
Prime Minister Necmettin Er¬ 
bakan and warned Ankara would 
m 004 benefit from ties with Tdbran. 

“We have made very clear to 
foe Turkish government that Iran 
is a state that should be isolated,” 
State Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums said. 

“We think that business-as- 
usual relations with Iran is not 
wise.” 

Erbakan, who became Tur¬ 
key's head of government in 
June, flies to Tehran Saturday to 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 



ANKARA — Turkey and Israel 
have postponed the signing of a 
cooperation agreement on defense 
technology due to be finalized 
foureg an upcoming visit by a 
senior Israeli official this week, 
foe Foreign Ministry said 
Wednesday. 

“The preparations have not 
been concluded and the visit has 
been postponed,” Foreign Minis- 
tiy spokesman Nurettin Nurican 
told a news briefing, referring to 
foe planned visit by Israeli De¬ 
fense Ministry’s director General 
David Ivry. 

The defense technology agree¬ 
ment will mark the second mili- 
taiy cooperation deal between 
Turkey and Israel this year. 

A February military training 
and cooperation agreement be¬ 


tween Ankara and the Zionist 
state, allowing Israeli war planes 
to cany out training flights in 
Turkish air space, caused uproar 
in several Arab countries, most 
notably Syria. 

Arab states and Iran accused 
Turkey of serving Israeli aims 

against foe Arab nation. 

However, Turkey says the ac¬ 
cord is not aimed at any fluid 
country and that it has similar ac-* 
cords with some Arab states, 
including Egypt, Kuwait, Jordan 
and Syria. 

Ankara and the Zionist state 
are also preparing to sign a 600- 
znillion-dollar deal under which a 
consortium led by Israeli aircraft 
industries would upgrade 54 ag¬ 
ing F-4E Phantom fighter aircraft 
of the Turkish air force, (afp) 


Assad Rules Out Early Resumption 
of Peace Talks With Israel 


CR0ZNY, Chechnya, Russian-Federation (August 6): A wounded Russian sofider k being evacuated 
fromGmzny as hundreds of Chechens struck at the heart ofRussfea forces with fierce and CDordinate 
attacks. Several districts of Grozny erupted with small-arms, madiinegun and grenade fire as 
separate attacked Russian positions, dashing tentative attempts by Russian negotiators to put the 
peace talks back on track. 


(AFP PHOTO) 


ALEXANDRIA, Egypt — Syrian 
President Hafez a 1-Assad on 
Wednesday turned down an Is¬ 
raeli offer for an immediate re- 
sunpfom of negotiations, 
charging the Zionist state was not 
committed to peace. 

“We heard several days ago 
foal (Israeli Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin) Netanyahu sent an appeal 
to Syria via the United States to 
resume negotiations, but without 
outlining a framework that would 
give peace a chance,” Assad said. 

“Reading this proposal, we do 
not feel that those who drew it up 
are committed to peace,” foe Syr¬ 
ian leader told a press conference 
in Egypt's Mediterranean city of 
Alexandria. 

Assad was speaking after three 
hours of talks with Egyptian 


President Hosni Mubarak. 

Assad insisted that talks must 
concern “Lebanon and Syria first, 
at the same time and as part of 
the same process.” 

“We are ready to resume ne¬ 
gotiations on the basis of the Ma¬ 
drid Conference ... but we are in 
no hurry to reach a settlement 
which does not respond to our 
idea of peace,” the Syrian leader 
said. 

“When things are ready and 
the conditions appropriate, we 
will be ready to resume the peace 
process,” he said. 

“We hope that things will pro¬ 
gress and people will see things 
differently and that we will no 
longer hear the sort of language 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 
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in the lane of Alan 


Cjppost certainly 
| ■ 1 then We will 
IkJL^ question those 
to whom (the apostles) 
were sent, and most cer¬ 
tainly We will ado ques¬ 
tion the apostles. 

(HOLY QORAN) (7:6) 



| Washington Is Alone | 

T he much-vaunted new world order has yet to emerge from 
the ashes of the Cold War. Those countries still living on 
their perception of the previous international system will 
pay dearly for this naiveness. 

The emerging world order does not totally disappoint those 
who realize the situation and try to find their real status in the 
changing international system. 

In the aftermath of the collapse of the bipolar world order, 
almost all LIS. politicians envisaged that the ensuing world order 
would be a unipolar one—with the U.S. as its only world super¬ 
power. This is why the world has thus far witnessed unprece¬ 
dented U.S. bullying attempts against independent countries. 

At the same time other countries have shown that they have 
a better understanding of the emerging world order. It is, there¬ 
fore, not surprising if the European Union adopts an inde¬ 
pendent stand towards Washington's bullying policies. 

It is disgusting for the UJ».-oiice a world superpower-to be 
so ignorant of the real nature of the emerging world order, still 
dreaming of a unipolar world order under its leadership. 

Most of Washington's absurd policies stem from the naivety 
of the incumbent of the White House, his advisors and the 
person in charge of the State Department. This is why almost all 
U.S. bullying policies have so far boo me ranged on itself. 

One of the most significant characteristics of the emerging 
world order is that it provides little room for bullying and 
blackmail. Hence, baseless accusations and unfounded charges 
against others for parochial, short-term gains do not work, for 
our world has become transparent in several aspects. 

Probably most of the American citizens are not aware of the 
fact that their leaders are true servants of powerful Jewish lobby. 
The subservience of American politicians to the Jewish lobby has 
gone to the extent that the U.S. national interests have practically 
fallenprey to the appeasement of this lobby. It is a dear instance 
of humiliation of the American nation. Although the public may 
not be in a position to realize the depth of the tragedy, the 
American intelligentsia mil not definitely remain indifferent 
vis-a-vis this tragic situation for a long time. 

The U.S. sanction laws on Cuba, Libya and Iran have sparked 
the anger of its strategic allies and other powerful countries of 
the world. The strong reaction of U.S. allies to those dirty laws 
has proved that Washington is once again alone. It is time for 
the U.S. intelligentsia and the public to force the naive U.S. 
politicians to revise the sanction policy. 

Persian Language Welcomed in 
Turkmenistan 


ASHKHABAD — Persian lan¬ 
guage and literature courses held 
in Turkmenistan have been 
warmly welcomed by the Turk¬ 
men students. 

According to an official in 
Iran's Culture House in Ashk¬ 
habad, at present over 450 uni¬ 
versity and school students of the 
city are attending the courses, 
adding that during last six 
months, some 160 students have 
successfully passed elementary 
Persian courses. 

He also noted that 125 students 


are now busy studying Persian lit¬ 
erature at the University of Dolat 
Mohammad Azadi in the city. 

The Iranian Culture House in 
the city also offers hooks and sta¬ 
tionary to students. 

The students in Ashkhabad 
Persian classes are taught by 
Turkmen professors of Persian 
language. Four of these teachers 
were sent to Iran on Sunday in a 
bid to upgrade thier language 
mastership. 

(1RNA) 
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Ruhoni: U.S. Sanctions 
Against Iran Daomed to Fail 
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Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - The new U.S. law 
calling for sanctions against for¬ 
eign companies that do oil busi¬ 
ness with Iran are doomed to fail, 
said Majlis Vice Speaker and the 
Secretary of the Supreme Council 


mm-/ ■ 

for National Security. Hojja- 
toleslam Hassan Ruhani, here yes¬ 
terday. 

Addressing a group of Iranian 
diplomatic representatives 
abroad, he underlined that the 
Foreign Ministry and die Iranian 
diplomats play a pivotal rede in. 
forging the country's foreign pol¬ 
icy and preserving its national se¬ 
curity. 

Regarding the world's reaction 
towards die decision made by the 
U.S. Congress, Ruhani pointed 
out that the U.S. sanctions were 
faced with the opposition from all 
U.S. allies. 

Elaborating on other hostile 
policies of the United State against 
Iran in the past, Ruhani recalled 
that the United States has so far 
imposed such sanctions on Iran for 
three times, but to no avail. 

The first time, the United 

Tremor Jolts 
Khonj District 

KHON7, Fare Province — An 
earthquake, measuring five de¬ 
grees on the open-ended Richter 
scale, shook Larestan’s Khonj dis¬ 
trict, south of this southern prov¬ 
ince, at 00:57 hours local time on 
Wednesday. 

The seisinological base of Shi¬ 
raz, affiliated to the Geophysics 
Institute of Tehran University, 
registered the epicenter of the 
quake 240 km south of the provin¬ 
cial capital of Shiraz. 

The tremor, felt at Khonj dis¬ 
trict and its nearby villages, 
caused no damage or casualty. 

Another earthquake, measur¬ 
ing 5.4 degrees, also jolted die 
same area on May 24 causing 
damage to the old quarters of the 
district 

(IRKA) 


States imposed its sanctions cm 
Iran in the wake of the victory of 
the Islamic Revolution through 
freezing Iranian assets in that 
country. 

Seven years later, the U.S. ad¬ 
ministration imposed a trade ban 
on Iran. The third time, it decided 
to take punitive measures against 
the companies trading with Ir anian 
oil and gas industries and banned 
die American companies from 
purchasing Ir anian oil, Ruhani 
added. 

He further underscored that the 
(Contd on I15) 


Majlis Spei 
of East A: 

Tehran Times Sendee 

TEHRAN - Iranian Majlis 
Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq Noun 
arrived in Tabriz, East Azarfoai- 
jan, on Wednesday on the first leg 
of his six-day visit to the province. 

He was accorded warm wel¬ 
come with revolutionary slogans 
in support for the leadership of the 
Islamic Republic. 

The speaker delivered a speech 
to a large gathering of people in 
Takhti Stadium of Tabriz, an 
IRNA report said. 

In his address, he said that the 
United States is the main backer of 
global terrorism and supports the 


Speaker on Tour 
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U.S. Sanctions Bill Against Iran, Libya 
Condemned Worldwide 


Tehran Times Sendee 

TEHRAN — The U.S. law on im¬ 
posing sanctions against Iran and 
Libya was condemned by different 
countries and political parties 
throughout die world. 

India's ruling United Front 
(UF) coalition and its largest con¬ 
stituent, Janata Dal (JD), con¬ 
demned the U.S. decision to 
impose sanctions against the com¬ 
panies the world over investing 
more than $40 million a year in 
Iran's oil and gas projects. 

According to IRNA, the 
spokesman of the UF and the JD, 
Jalpal Reddy, on Wednesday told 


IRNA, “The United Front cer¬ 
tainly does not approve of such 
unilateral action on a multilateral 
issue.'* 

Describing the U.S. action as a 
“case of eating more than one can 
chew," Reddy said that sanctions 
would not work. Even America's 
European allies had taken a strong 
exception to the U.S. extra-terri¬ 
torial action. 

On whether the Indian govern¬ 
ment will officially condemn the 
U.S. action, Reddy said, “The 
issue is yet to come under the 
government's consideration but l 
can assure you that our govern- 


Besharati Warns KDP to Stop 
Plotting Against Kurds 


Tehran Tones Service 

TEHRAN Iran's Interior 
Minister Ali Mohammad 
Besharati here Tuesday warned 
the outlawed Kurdish Democratic 
Party (KDP) to stop plotting 
a gainst the Kurdish people of the 
region and cautioned them not to 
fall into the trap of foe enemies of 
the Islamic Revolution. 

Reviewing in a meeting the se¬ 
curity condition of the western 
part of foe country, he underlined 
that the Islamic Republic is deter¬ 
mined to totally quell any insur- 
gence and plot against the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, and counter any 
incursion, intrusion and infiltra¬ 
tion into the Iranian territory, an 
IRNA report said. 

Political and military impacts 
of the recent operation in curbing 
the insuigezice of KDP elements in 
the region by seMsacrificingarmed 
forces of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran were also reviewed at the 
meeting. 

The chief of Iran's Security 
Council stated that investments 
and valuable services of the gov¬ 
ernment in the country specifically 


m the western Iranian Province of 
Kurdestan was successful, hoping 
that security would prevail in the 
province to bring about peace and 
well being of the people sad sta¬ 
bility for foe region. 

He thanked the Kurds for coop¬ 
erating with the government in 
bringing about peace, stability and 
security in addition to their efforts 
in foe reconstruction of foe coun- 
try. 


meat cannot, but be unhappy over 
this development." 

The Communist Party oflndia- 
Marxist (CPI-M) has urged the 
Indian government to express soli¬ 
darity with ban fay strongly con¬ 
demning foe American move to 
impose unctions on companies all 
over foe world engaged in doing 
business with Iran in oil and gas 
sectors. 

“India should side with ban at 
this hour and condemn an act 
- which is illegal, uncalled for and 
aims at punishing foe two coun¬ 
tries for foeir opposition to Ameri¬ 
can imperialism," Haririshan 
Singh Snrjeet; the general secre¬ 
tary of the CPI-M, fold IRNA on 
Wedbesday.- 

The XJJS. move amounted to 
blackmailing the entire world to 
toe the American line on Iran and 
Libya, said StujeeL 

“We are opposed to all such 
actions by an imperialist power 
against a freedom-loving coun¬ 
try," be added. 

He said that it was heartening 
to note that no country, including 
America’s European allies, were 
willing to oblige foe U.S. on foe 
issue of sanctions a gainst Iran and 


(Contd on 1%. 15) _ 

Fazlallah Calls For Unveiling 
Terrorist Nature of U.S. 

BEIRUT — Head erf the Islamic j 
Human Rights Commission Aya¬ 
tollah Bqjnotxrdi outlined the - 
function of his commission in a 
meeting with senior Lebanese Is¬ 
lamic scholar AOameb Seyed Mo¬ 
hammad Hossein Fazlallah. 

Fazlallah said at the meeting, 
also at t ended by Iran’s Charge 
cT Affaires to Lebanon Moham¬ 
mad Irani, that the commission * 
was a natural response to the 
U.S. claims on human rights. 

He underlined the need for re- 



Iran’s Mission Releases Communique on C.S. Charges 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The Press Depart¬ 
ment of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran’s mission to the United Na¬ 
tions released an official commu¬ 
nique on Tuesday. 

According to an IRNA report 
from the United Nations, New 
York, the communique reads as 
follows: 

"USA Today's allegation about 
the existence of terrorist camps in 
Iran echoes the disinformation 
campaign by Israeli secret service 
and foe desperate attempts by an 
Iranian terrorist organization in 
Iraq.” 

A new round of-accusations 
against Iran, of which the USA 


Today article is but one, like the 
havoc raised against Iran after the 
bombing in Argentina, will dissi¬ 
pate shortly. 

Like the Argentine incident, 
the real culprits will likely be 
found. 

However, foe victimization of 
Iran in public opinion by irrespon¬ 
sible and politically motivated 
propaganda will more than likely 
continue so long as tbe Islamic 
Republic of Iran refuses to surren¬ 
der to American pressure and he¬ 
gemony. 

The Islamic Republic of Iran 
rejects in foe strongest possible 
terms the existence of any camp in 
Iran for terrorist training: 


In this connection, it Is impor¬ 
tant to note that Iran’s strength lies 
not in training any terr ori s t s in 
Iran or supporting international 
terrorism but in its unwavering 
commitment to foe principle erf 
rejecting both hegemony and 
hegemonization. 

That principle is enshrined in 
the egalitarian tenets of IslanK, 

There is strength in this com¬ 
mitment and message which can¬ 
not be prevailed over by 
propagandist defamation or 
threat. It is a reality of out time 

which needs to be understood and 
accomodated in tbe context of 
shared responsibility for peaceful 
coexistence". 


vealing the terrorist nature of the 
U.S. before die world, which has 
had harmful influence and detri¬ 
mental effect over the issue of foe 
rights of the oppressed nations, 
especially those in the Third 
World. 

BojnounJi condemned the atro¬ 
cious crime committed on tbe de¬ 
fenseless civilians which left over 
120 fallen martyrs- unprotected 
women, pious cfaOdiep end foe 
old _aged men at the refugee - 
camp adjecent to the United Na¬ 
tions Peace-Keeping Forces in 
Qana, Southern Lebanon. 

He added fat soch an: act was 
a proof of foe criminal nflflir a of 
foe Zionist cmel entity. - 

. 0RNA) * 


\.mt 

... 


Zkraist regime, the founder of ter- ■ 

rorism in the world. 

He said foe recent decision of 
the U.S. President Bill CEntonon 
adopting tougher measures to iso- ; 
late Iran is originated from weak¬ 
ness and ignorance. Such 
conspiracies haveheeo doomedto ^ 
failure. 

Hojjatoleslam Nateq.Nonri 
said foe Islamic Republic erf Iran 
is ready to cooperate with interna¬ 
tional forums to combat ter r oris m 
and would apply as foe. number 
one member if the United Nations 
formed a special commission to go 
on anti-terrorism campaign.... 
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Speaker: Labor Ministry Should Protect 
Interests of Economic Forces Overseas 


TEHRAN — Majlis Speaker Ali 
Akbar Nateq Noun said here 
Tuesday that the Labor and Social 
Affairs Ministry should guarantee 
the interests of and probe into the 
problems of the "economic 
forces" outside the country. 

& Hojatoleslam Nateq Noun, 
who made the remark in a meet¬ 
ing with die Labor and Social Af¬ 
fairs Minister Hossein Kamali 
and officials in charge of Iran's 
Labor and Social Ministry's at¬ 
taches abroad, touched on the sig¬ 
nificance of the extraterritorial 
dissemination of revolution and 
its values. 

He said that Iran would wit¬ 
ness inflow of hard currencies 
and that the economy would be no 
more dependent on oil in light of 
^.a cohesion between Iranian work- 
- _ 

Over 4 Million kg of 
Agricultural Products 
Exported From Aniali 

BANDAR ANZALI, Gilan- Prov. 
— A total of 4,946,000 kg of 
various kinds of agricultural 
^ products, valued at RIs.5 billion, 

• ' has been exported via this north¬ 
ern port city since March 20. 

Director of the local Agricul¬ 
ture Organization Amir Vahabi 
said here Tuesday that the prod¬ 
ucts, including fresh fruits, maca¬ 
roni, garlics, codon and raisins, 
were exported to the Central 
Asian republics and the Persian 
Gulf littoral states, qrna) 


a- *“*1 
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ing forces outside the country. 

He called for activation of Ira¬ 
nian labor representative bureaus 
outside and expressed hope that 
the Fifth Majlis would investigate 
the issue in a more comprehen¬ 
sive form, (irxa) 


Tabriz Mibition 

BAKU — The Republic of Azer¬ 
baijan is to participate in the one- 
week international exhibition on 
environment, to be held in 
Tabriz, capital of Iran's Ha s* Az- 
arhaijan Province in October. 

This was announced by head 
of the Azeri State Committee for 
Environment Aref Mansurev in a 
meeting with the Iranian Charge 
d'Affaires to Baku, Afshar Soley- 
mani, here on Tuesday. 

The exhibition aims to increase 
public awareness on various as¬ 
pects and dimensions of environ¬ 
ment. exchange information 
among experts of different coun¬ 
tries and promote international 
cooperation for protection of en¬ 
vironment. (ULVA) 


NIOC Official: Talks With 
Foreign Companies Continue 


TEHRAN — Preliminary talks 
with foreign companies on five 
off-shore oil projects, on interna¬ 
tional tenders since last Novem¬ 
ber, are still going on and the 
U.S. embargo has had no effect, 
a morning daily wrote Wednes¬ 
day, quoting Esmail Jalilian, an 
official at the National Iranian Oil 
Company (NIOC). 

The Persian daily “Iran" also 
quoted Jalilian as summing up the 
activities of the French oil com¬ 
pany, Total, at “A" and “E" oil 
fields off the Iranian island of 
Sirri in the Persian Gulf. 

In order to expand the project, 
the NIOC with participation of a 
Malaysian oil company has signed 
an agreement with Total, he 
added. 

The Sirri “A" oil field will 


sun pumping oil by January 1998 
and Sirri “E" oil field by early 
1999, Jalilian said, adding by the 
year 2000 both fields will reach 
the projected maximum output. 

TTie agreement to expand the 
two Sirri oil fields was inked by 
Total and NIOC last August and 
the projected daily production of 
both oil fields is 120,000 barrels. 


Some $610 million has been in¬ 
vested on the project. 

He said that Total is making a 
good progress al the Sirri oil 
fields. 

The NIOC official stated that 
test drilling is one of the stages of 
the work on the project and build¬ 
ing of sea platforms will soon fol¬ 
low. ossa\ 


Iran, Turkey’s Private Sectors to 
Epnd Commercial Ties 


EU Energy Commissioner: U.S. Bill 
Will Create Problems for Europe 


ATHENS — European Energy 
Commissioner Christos Papoutsis 
expressed “deep concern” over 
U.S. legislation signed by Presi¬ 
dent Bill Clinton on Monday, 
which calls for sanctions by 
Washington on foreign companies 
investing in energy projects in 
Libya or Iran, Greek news 
agency ANA reported yesterday. 

“I should tike to express ray 
deep concern over the D'amato 
law. When it comes into force, it 
will create major problems for the 
European oil industry," said 
Papoutsis, who is a Greek. 

“According to the information 


we have, buisness transactions in 
oil are not included in the list of 
sanctions and so there will not be 
any direct consequences on 
trade." 

Papoutsis pointed out that the 
EU imported 80 percent of its 
crude oil, of which 20 percent is 
from Libya and Iran, while oil 
imports covered only 50 percent 
of U.S. requirements, supplied 
mainly by Venezuela, Mexico, 
Saudi Arabia and Norway. 

'‘We must not forget that the 
oil market is a world market. 
Consequently, any action which 


Construction Jihad Prepares 
Draft of Oil-Free Economic Plan 


TEHRAN — Construction Jihad 
Ministry has prepared the draft of 
an “economy without oil" plan 
and is soon to hand it to the 
authoritative officials. 

The plan has forecast imple¬ 
mentation of giant projects, in¬ 
cluding ones in the area of 
research, for a period of 25 years 
in order to attain an economy in¬ 
dependant of oil. 

Deputy Construction Jihad 
Minister for Education and Re¬ 
search Mohammad-Taqi A man- 
pour said here Tuesday that under 
the plan, jobs would be created 
for about ten million by the year 
1400 (Starting March 21, 2021), 
which is expected to gain a value- 
added of over $50 billion. 
sJt Amanpour said that Iran was 
selected to host the 8th. Interna¬ 
tional Conference on Rain Water 
Catchment System in light of sup¬ 
port by international organiza¬ 
tions, including the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
due to Iran’s achievements in the 
area of research on redirection of 
flood waters into water reservoir 


and in light of winning a scien¬ 
tific rivalry and competition with 
the U.S. 

He added that the conference, 
to be held here in May, could be 
the biggest global scientific event 
which Iran holds after triumph of 
the 1979 Islamic Revolution. 

The Iranian official said that 
after winning two top prizes in¬ 
side, the Information Dissemina¬ 
tion and Scientific Service Center 
at the ministry managed to stand 
first in the list of information dis¬ 
semination centers in foe Middle 
East, Central Asia and North Af¬ 
rica, recieving the internationally 
Honored Prize of Nexus. 

Amanpour said that Razi Insti¬ 
tute, affiliated to foe ministry, 
managed to raise its biological 
products from 950 million doses 
to 2.6 billion doses within the 
years 1370 (March 21, 1991- 
March 20, 1992) to 1374 (March 
21, 1995-March 19. 1996). 

The ministry, he added, had 
accomplished research on four 
new vaccins both for human be¬ 
ings and animals, introducing 


Rts.21 Billion Allocated to 
Transport Cooperatives 


TEHRAN — Transport coopera¬ 
tives in Iran were credited with 
some Rls.21 billion last year 
(ended March 20), it was an¬ 
nounced here on Tuesday. 

According to the Public Rela¬ 
tions Department of the Ministery 
of Cooperatives of Iran, some 79 
transport cooperatives were set up 
last year, 75. of which are op- 
pe rating in land and foe other four 


in maritime transport. 

According to the department, a 
total of 14 construction, develop¬ 
ment and completion projects on 
terminals of cooperative compa¬ 
nies were launched by the Minis- 
tery of Cooperatives during the 

period. 

Also, the number of the vehi¬ 
cles renovated or added to the 
fleet of foe ministery rose to 
14,586 last yeaL <u na) 


them for mass production. 

Furthermore, Amanpour said 
that his ministry had completed 
research on a strategic scientific 
project for use of potteries and 
pottery-pipelines in underground 
plumbing. 

He added that operations for 
implementation of the project was 
underway by his ministry in co¬ 
operation with a German univer¬ 
sity, the Agriculture Faculty of 
Karaj (30 Sons west of Tehran) 
and the Forests and Lands Re¬ 
search Institute, (jrna) 

700m Parcels 

Carried in 
Iran Per Year 

TEHRAN — The number of 
mailed parcels delivered to their 
owners by the post company has 
risen to 700 million annually. 

Director General of the Public 
Relations Department at the Min¬ 
istry of Post, Telegraph and Tele¬ 
phone (PTT) Davood Zareian 
said here Tuesday that the Post 
Company affiliated to the PTT 
Ministry offered more than 70 
kinds of postal services to the 
public. 

Based on statistics released by 
foe Post Company, the number of 
post offices increased to 1,763 in 
urban and 7,695 in rural areas 
last year from 357 in urban and 
1,958 in rural areas in the year 
1357 

Moreover, foe number of post 
boxes rose to 25,513 in 1374 
from 13,625 in 1357. 

The time required for delivery 
of parcels also decreased to 37 
hours per year last year from 95 
hours per year in 1357. osna) 


effects the market should be taken 
after international consultations. 

"Any interruption of the vol¬ 
umes of oil being imported in the 
world market from Libya and 
Iran would have a backlash not 
only on prices but also oa the vol¬ 
umes being transacted, since 
these two countries account for 
10 percent of the world oil mar¬ 
ket,” he said. 

Papoutsis stressed that the 
European Commission was in fa¬ 
vor of dialogue rather than trade 
“reprisals," particularly when the 
latter was seen by national legis¬ 
lation with international repercus¬ 
sions and application, (irna) 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The Director of 
Iran's Chamber of Commerce, 
Ali Naqi Khamooshi, met here 
yesterday with Turkish Ambassa¬ 
dor to Tehran, Mithat Balkan. 

During the meeting, the two 
sides reviewed every possible 
means of promoting commercial 
cooperation between the two 
countries. 

Referring to the upcoming 
visit of Turkish President Soley- 
man Demire! to Iran, the Turkish 
diplomat pointed out that the 
visit would boost both countries' 
cooperation in the commercial 
field. 

He further elaborated on foe 
high potential for Iranian and 
Turkish trade, saying such poten¬ 
tial has not been fully explored, 
describing the two countries' 
commercial ties as unsatisfactory 
in Tecent years. 

The Turkish ambassador re¬ 
ferred to key measures taken by 


his government to expand joint- 
venture agreements between the 
two countries. 

Balkan expressed hope that the 
upcoming Irano-Turkey Seminar 
on Trade Development would 
provide the two countries’ trade 
partners with an opportunity to 
exchange views on the expansion 
of commercial relations. 

Meanwhile, the Chamber of 
Commerce director called for 
wider cooperation among busi¬ 
nessmen of both countries’ pri¬ 
vate sectors, saying that solving 
trade-related problems through 
friendly negotiation would be the 
best way for promoting commer¬ 
cial ties. 

In conclusion, Khamooshi 
termed competition as crucial in 
boosting commercial relations, 
and called for the setting up of a 
joint chamber of commerce be¬ 
tween Iran and Turkey which 
would help iron out many prob¬ 
lems in commercial dealings. 




precision 

movements 


% k -v 






1 



f m 




C Parsifal 


RAYMOND WEIL 

GENEVE 




t 


i 









'< [f&hsJZkei 


i ■■■■•: >*. y 
• L.rUijg.'’ 


PAGE 4 or! & culture 


TEHRAN TIMES 




55 



This Week: Kimiai s "ZIAFAT’ 


(The Feast) 

Friendship Overcomes Difficulties 


Synopsis: 


Regardless of Everything 


O n the last day of the aca¬ 
demic year, seven high 
school friends make an appoint¬ 
ment to come together after ten 
years on a certain day at the same 
{dace. 

During this period, die Islamic 
Revolution occurs and die event 
turns the pages of the books of 
lives of these men differently. On 
the agreed date, all friends, save 
one, turn out at die appointment 
Hie absent friend is legally en¬ 
gaged m a case of large of fraud. 
Another one of the friends- a po¬ 
liceman, helps him out of the 
abyss be feels to be cooped up 
in... 

Review: 

Masoud Kimiyaie gained his 
reputation right after directing bis 


place, is a sensational expression 
of human relations. 

The theme is somehow unreal¬ 
istic though. How could it be pos¬ 
sible for these close friends not to 
meet each others even once dur¬ 
ing the 10-year period between 
die two sensational meetings if 
they really are so close friends as 
the director tries to convey? 


Like other productions of! 
Kimiyaie, this renowned Iramm 
director, he does not introduce 
the characters of its personalities 
clearly enough. 

In Hof at we are encountered 
with the present, surface charac¬ 
teristics of die friends, but we do 
not know anything about their in¬ 
ner personalities. 

Such a surface view about die 
personality of the characters 



debut film, Qeisar (The Caesar). 
In his last film, Zia/at, He has 
repeated the same thought and 
general mood which brought him 
success in his first film. 

Fraternity and friendship are 
the permanent characteristics of 
Masoud Kimiyaie's works, all in 
all. 

Friendship of seven youngsters 
at a bar and setting a certain date 
for ten years later in die same 


makes the film incapable of at¬ 
tracting the trust of die audience. 

At best, it can merely motivate 
their sensations. 

Although the idea on which 
the film is made is not new and 
original, so many positive points 
could be observed in the produc¬ 
tion of this beautiful film, includ¬ 
ing its powerful direction 


professional recording and good 
lighting. 


Dream Parks to Invest $500m in China 


{Shanghai — American Dream 
Parks, a U.S. recreational group, 
is to spend $600 million estab¬ 
lishing theme parks in five Chi¬ 
nese cities, Xinhua said Friday. 

The report quoted Stephen 
Hung, a conqxmy executive, as 
saying that the parks would be lo¬ 
cated in Shanghai, Guangzhou, 
Beijing, Wuhan and Chengdu dt- 


three between late 1997 and early 
1998. 

American Dream Paries, which 
has mote than 40 years of design 
am) construction history, has es¬ 
tablished over 200 recreational 
projects worldwide. 


tes. 


The park in Shanghai wifi be 
opened in late August while the 
Guangzhou paric will be com¬ 
pleted in October and the other 


Recently, die company began 
to shift its investment focus to 
China, Hung said, adding that the 
constant improvement of Chinese 
living standards had laid a solid 
foundation for his Czoux to ex¬ 
pand its recreational market, afp 


Simple Life, Not Little Green 
Men, Existed on M ctrs: NASA 


WASHINGTON - A simple, mi¬ 
croscopic form of life that resem¬ 
bles bacteria may have existed on 
Mars some three billion years ago, 
the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) an¬ 
nounced Tuesday. 

Evidence of life on the red 
planet was found in a meteorite 
from Mars that landed on earth 
about 13,000 years ago, said 
NASA administrator Daniel 
Goldin in a statement. 

The evidence is exciting, even 
compelling, but not conclusive, * 
Goldin said. 

T want everyone to understand 
that we are not talking about ‘little 
great men.’ These are extremely 
small, single-cell structures dial 
somewhat resemble bacteria on 
earth,* be said. There is no evi¬ 
dence or suggestion that any 
higher life form ever existed on 
Mars.” 

In London, the BBC reported 
quoting from a leaked NASA re¬ 
port tiiat the meteorite — which 
was discovered in Antarctica in 
1984—contains crude fossils from 
primitive micro-organisms. 


Under a powerful microscope, 
NAS A scientists saw shapes on the 
melon-sized meteorite which 
looked like tiny bacteria that lived 
on earth some 3.5 billion years 
ago, according to the BBC. 

The meteorite from Mars is 
believed to have blasted away 
from the red planet’s surface dur¬ 
ing a violent storm, and any primi¬ 
tive forms of martian life could 
have hitched to earth. 

British scientists at the natural 
history museum in London have 


teorite and found remnants of or¬ 
ganic material possibly from 
underground water reserves. 

Mars boasts a number of dried 

river beds and it is thought that 
subterranean pools could provide 
a home for simple life forms. 

A scientist at tiie natural history 
museum said the findings, if cor¬ 
rect, were some of the most sen¬ 
sational in scientific history. 

Tt’s entirely possible that 
very, very primitive organisms 
might have arisen,” Monica 
Grady told the BBC. 

“I’m not talking ahout ammon¬ 
ites or corals or anything like that 
but something incredibly primi¬ 
tive such as micro-fossils from 
highly primitive organisms, ifs 
absolutely fascinating to find 
these," die added. 

NASA is planning to hunch 

tWO nrnnannwt space probes to 

Mars later this year. It plans to 
send the Mare Global Survey and 
the Mars Pathfinder m November 
and December, respectively. 

The decade-long missions are 
designed to answer questions 
about tiie role of water in Mars’ 
early evolution and whether the 
planet could have supported life at 
the beginning of its existence. 

In the summer of 1976, two 
U.S. Viking probes landed on 
Mare, and the scientific commu¬ 
nity held its breath in hopes of 
discovering evidence of life an die 
planet, but were disappointed. 

Although no evidence of or¬ 
ganic life was found on the red 
planet, analysis of Mars’ atmos¬ 
phere and soil uncovered carbon, 
nitrogen, hydrogen, oxygen and 
phosphorus — essential dements 


also studied fragments of the roe- for organic life on earth. fiUTf 


Star TV News Presenter Attacks 


freelance Photographer 

PARIS— Fiance’s top TV news 


presenter has been accused of at¬ 
tacking a photographer taking se¬ 
cret pictures of fern while on 
holiday, according to the daily 
Liberation Wednesday. 

Patrick Poivre d’Aivor, who 
anchors the main evening news on 
the private TF1 TV Channel, left 
photographer Frank Skonipan in 
hospital with a broken nose, head 
injuries and multiple bruising after 
the attack in Greece, it said. 

The 30-year-old freelance pho¬ 
tographer has lodged a formal 
complaint for theft and grievous 
bodily harm against Poivre d’Ar- 
vor and his brother Olivier over 
the attack on the island of Skyros 
on Saturday. 

He told Liberation that the two 
brothers, noticing him taking clan¬ 
destine photos at their holiday 



his ca mera equipment and fihns. 

Poivre d’Aivor told tiie news¬ 
paper from Greece that the “story 
is completely laughable. All tins 
to sell photos to the scandal 
sheets.” 

The Star journalist was sus¬ 
pended from appearing on televi¬ 
sion for three mot&hs earlier tins 
year after he was convicted in a 


home, beat him up before seizing high-profile corruption case. (Aff) 


Shanghai Opens First 
intT Class, Motorists Mote! 


SHANGHAI— Shanghai has 
opened its first motel expecting a 
growing army of private motorists 
to take to the roads, a reality that 
is unlikely to materialise any time 
in the ncarfuturc. 

The 4.5 million yuan 
(5542.169) motel located on a 
key state highway, offered car 
wash and repair services, a gaso¬ 
line station, food and accomoda¬ 
tion and even a karaoke lounge, 
Xinhua reported Wednesday. 

Since trial operations started in 
January, business al the interna¬ 
tional class motel had been boom¬ 
ing, the report said 
Experts said other motels were 


likely to open in Shanghai and 
throughout the country as private 
motorists took to the roads. 

Figures, however, show that 
only one in 500 Chinese owns a 
car compared to 75 cars for every 
100 Americans and one for every 
10 Malaysians. 

China has a family-car plan 
and has forecast that every family 
could afford a car costing $10,000 
by 2010. 

That reality seems a long way 
off with the average Chinese earn¬ 
ing about $600 a year and the best 
selling and locally produced San¬ 
tana sedan costing $18,000. 

(AFP) 


AUGUST t, 1936 

Thais Moot Microchips to 
Slow Wildlife Trafficking 

“Thai Bear on tferge of Extinction 9 * 


it <0 


BANGKOK— Thai wildlife 
authorities are considering lagging 
bears with microchips in a bid to 
slow international trafficking in 
bear parts, an official of the Wild¬ 
life Fund-Thailand, Prayong At- 
taefrak, said Wednesday. 


Hie microchip identity tags 
were suggested at a seminar here 
last weekend which reviewed 
measures to enhance protection of 
some 15 endangered species in 
T hailand 

Prayong quoted participants at 
the seminar as saying that traffick¬ 
ing in wildlife was almost as lu¬ 
crative as drug trafficking 

Trade in bear parts was high¬ 
lighted after the arrest three weeks 
ago of five South Korean tourists 
found with six bear creas se s in 
their vehicle in Ayudhya, north of 
Bangkok. 

They face up to four years in 
jml and fines of 40,000 baht 
($1,600) A live bear can be 
bought for about 10,000 baht in 
Thailand, but bear parts can fetch 
up to 200,000 baht in Korea, 
Prayong said. 
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South Koreans reportedly be¬ 
lieve that consmmng bear parts 
and bile can increase sexual po¬ 
tency. 

A recent study by Mahi*^ 
University indicated there were 
6,600 bears in the wOd m Thai¬ 
land, mostly in the area along the 
borders with Burma and Laos, ft 
gave no co mp arative figures. 

Prayong said the microchip 
tags would help by enabling wild¬ 
life officials to identify bears be¬ 
ing cared for by indrvzduak, 
which is legal in Thailand 

At the moment, he indicate**, 
there was nothing to prevent an in¬ 
dividual who had registered a bear 
from selling it off to traffickers 
and replacing it with a second ani¬ 
mal. 

Exports of bear products es¬ 
caped detection because they were 
ground up or otherwise processed 
into unrecognizable forms, 
Prayong said • . 

Despite occasional arrests, the 
wildlife trade continued undimin¬ 
ished because of involvement by 
politicians and police officials 
Prayong said (Am 
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Sampras Disposes of Hiasek 


MASON, Ohio — Top seed Pete 
Sampras disposed of Swiss vet¬ 
eran Jakob Hiasek here on Tues¬ 
day in the second round of die 
ATP Championship 6-3, 6-4 — 
Ms first match since Richard Kra¬ 
jicek coded his three year reign at 
Wimbledon.. 

. Sampras, the world number 
one, .showed that the achiiles heel 
inpsry which kept him out of the 
Olympics had fully recovered. 

The 24-year-old American, 
beaten by Krajicek in the Wim¬ 
bledon quarter-finals, played 
some superb tennis as he out¬ 
classed Hiasek, ranked 54ft in fte 
world. 

Sampras is determined to cor¬ 


rect the impression that his form 
has been adversely affected by his 
former coach Tun Gullikson’s 
death from a brain tumour earlier 
this year — Sampras is without a 
grand slam title this year. 

. ”1 feel I’m healthy and with 
the U.S. Open coming up it*s my 
last chance to win a major this 
year. I'D do whatever I can,” 
Sampras said. 

Sampras, who plays either 
Petr Korda of the Czech Republic 
or Australian Mark Woodfbrde 
on Thursday, said 1996 bad been 
“pretty good but not great” 

“It hasn’t been as good as last 
year but there is one more major 
left in flushing meadow — that's 



where I’m hoping to win.” 

Sampras’ compatriot Jim Cou¬ 
rier, a former world number one, 
put in a good performance as be 
dispatched Briton Greg Rusedski 
6-7 (3/7), 6-3, 6-4 in 132 min¬ 
utes. 

“I showed fight and I stayed 
with h, that’s what pleased me 
most about this win,” the 25- 
year-old Courier said. 

“I'm not training as hard I as 
did before, at this stage in my ca¬ 
reer it’s not necessary that I beat 
myself up so much,” Courier, a 
man whose practice regimes have 
always been notable for their in¬ 
tensify, said. (AFP) 


JOHANNESBURG — South Af¬ 
rica’s historic Olympic team was 
treated to a rousing welcome 
home Tuesday from a crowd of 
2,000 singing, chanting people at 
Jobamzesbuig’s Intranational Air¬ 
port. 

The team, which won three 
golds, and was the first from 
South Africa to have black medal- 


loud cheers from an ecstatic 
multi-racial throng here. 

The biggest cheers were re¬ 
served for swimmer Penny 
Heyns, who won double gold in 
the 100 and 200 metre breast¬ 
stroke, and marathon winner 
Josiah Thugwane, who on Sunday 
became the country’s first-ever 
black gold medallist, several days 



'v lists among its ranks, was given after fellow runner Hezekiel 

Conran Up Against Tough 
Field in Singapore 


SINGAPORE — Australian Steve 
Conran will face stiff opposition 
in defending ins title at the 
500,000-US-d6Uar Canon Singa¬ 
pore Open Golf" Championship 
starting Thursday. 

Conran will be up against a 
high-calibre field led by compatri¬ 
ots Petra Fowler, Michael Clay¬ 
ton and Mike Harwood, 

American Peter Teravainen, Eng- 
‘ lishman Ed Fryatt, Thais Boo fi¬ 
chu Ruangkit ‘ and Prayad 

■ Markasaraig and - Taiwan's Lin 
Kong-Chi. 

At stake for 144 professionals 
hi the field is a winner’s puise of 
66 80,750 dollars. 

The open, the eighth leg an 
this year’s Omega Tour of the 
. Asian Professional Golfers Asso¬ 
ciation, win be played on fee 

■ masters course at the Laguna Na- 
. tional Golf and Country Chib 

Wilson Shows 
All-Round 
Promise 

CHELMSFORD, England — 
Danny Wilson, fte 19-year-old 
OK Essex all-rounder, enjoyed a suc¬ 
cessful debut against South Africa 
a here on Tuesday with an un¬ 
beaten 52 and two wickets al¬ 
though the tourists finished with 
an 11-run victory. 

Wilson, son of pop group Hot 
Chocolate lead singer Errol 
Biown, was unable to overhaul 

Sooth Africa a*s 287 for six with 
F«rex finidung on 276 for six in 
the 50 overs match. 

Wilson helped himself to one 
, Tjr. six and three fours in bis enter- 
• taming innings and most of his 
runs arrived during an unbeaten 
stand of 80 in ten overs with 
Mark Ikttt, who finished 42 not 
out from 27 deliveries. 

South Africa, who remain un¬ 
beaten on this tour, owed a great 
. deal of debt to captain Gerry Lie- 
benberg. (AFP) 




here from Thursday to Sunday. 

The Omega Tour resumes af¬ 
ter a break following the 
400,000-dollar Volvo China Open 
in Beijing —won by Thailand’s 
Maikasaeng at the start of June. 

(AFP) 


Sepeng’s silver medal showing in 
the 800 metres. 

In a press conference soon af¬ 
ter their arrival. South African 
Olympic Committee chief Sam 
Ramsamy predicted the country 
would at least double its five At¬ 
lanta medals at the Sydney Olym¬ 
pics in 2000. 

Ramsamy gave credit to presi¬ 
dent Nelson Mandela for motivat¬ 
ing the team to achieve great 
heights. 

Mandela’s spokesman. Parks 
Mankahlana, said the 78-year old 
president had hoped to personalfy 
welcome the team tuesday, but 
was prevented from doing so by 
pressure of work. 

On Wednesday, the team is 
expected to hold a victory parade 
through central Johannesburg, 
which will be followed by a bon- 


Scotland Win 
Rugby League 

EDINBURGH — Scotland won 
their first ever home Rugby 
League International 26-6 against 
Ireland in front of a crowd of 
barely more than 1,000 at Partick 
Thistle’s FirhilJ Stadium. 

Former Union World Cup star 
Alan Tait put his side o a course 
in the fifth minute when he raced 
round close to fte posts for fte 
game’s opening try after good 
work wide on die right by Darrell 
Sbelford. cousin of former All 
Blade captain Wayne. 

Matt Crowfoer converted and 
Scotland's down under brigade 
saw to tile rest of the first half 
scoring. 

Midway through fte half Aus¬ 
sie-born booker Danny Russel! 
darted over for a try after spotting 
a huge gap in the Irish defence 
close lo the line. 

And after a superb cover 
tackle by full-back Tait denied 
visiting winger Lee Child, Scot¬ 
land surged upheld for Russell to 
release fellow Aussie Darren 
Shaw on the right. 

That put Scotland 14-0 clear 
after at the break, but fte Irish 
started fte second period in deter¬ 
mined fashion. 

Their lively scrum-half and 
skipper Martin Crompton was 
held up just over the line in 51 
minutes bid the scree was delayed 
only briefly as Ireland working 
the ball wide left from the five 
metre scrummage, led to a Lee 
Haitian try and Fhelim Comerford 
converted. 

Much of Ireland's fire was re¬ 
moved minutes later when Brad¬ 
ford Bulls forward James Lowes 


quet in their honour. 


(AFP) was sin-binned for dissent. (AFP) 


No Breaks in Olympic Bomb Probe 


ATLANTA — The investigation 
into the bomb attack, that killed 
two at (he Olympics continued to 
focus on a security guard, but 
authorities said Tuesday they had 
no new breaks in fte case. 

“No charges have been filed 
so far,” Federal Bureau of Inves¬ 
tigation (FBI) spokesman Jay 
Spadafore told AFP. 

Attention focussed anew on 


Riihanl Jewel the security guard 
hailed as a hero for first reporting 
fte suspicious backpack contain¬ 
ing fte bomb, when it was 
learned that a bomb fragment had 
been found in his apartment. 

But Jewel’s lawyer, Watson 
Bryant, said that the fragment 
from the explosive that killed two 
people at Centennial Olympic 
Park last month was given to 


Jewel as a souvenir by other law 
enforcement authorities. 

A total of 112 people were in¬ 
jured. 

The FBI bad taken hair sam¬ 
ples and fingerprints from Jewel 
and searched his apartment over 
the weekend once again, but 
Jewel refused to provide another 
voice recording, on the advise of 
his lawyer. (AFP) 




TEHRAN (August 6): Rasol Khadem, a member of Iran's National Free Style Wrestling Team at 96 
Atlanta Olympic Games, wh o begged a gold medal for Iran arrives here. _ 


Understanding Kung Fu 
as Desciibed by a Master 

by: Ja'far Qasempour jahangtr 



Part One 

WhaUiJKHngiuZ 


Translated literally and word for word from Chinese, Kung Fu 
does not, unexpectedly enough, mean self-defense. What has 
been presented to the Western world throughout many years 
about Kung Fu has been little more than some unconventional 
technical terminology of Chinese origin such as Vao-shao which 
is the most widely used of ail and it means: technique or art of 
battle (martial art). 

A few years after the formation of People Republic of China 
in 1912, this name was officially changed to Kao-Shao meaning 
national art. Some other Chinese expressions to be pointed out 
are: Chung-Koa, Shuan and Shuai-Chiao which means Chinese 
boxing and wrestling. (Kung Fu is derived from the Chinese 
word: Chuan Fa which literally means boxing principles.) 

When translating these terms and expressions, one should be 
very cautious, basically, in any language of this sort and family 
(Chinese), there are some grammatical and phonetic flaw and 
shortcomings such as is the case with Chinese, in which one 
expression could have many meanings. 

Although that is basically and structurally simple, but it is 
probably one of the most difficult languages to translate. 
Studying some choice expression of Chinese martial arts certify 
to this fact. 

Kung Fu in Chinese has a broad range of literal meanings as 
compared to martial arts or national arts. It could mean 
discipline and skill which are prerequisite to attaining higher 
levels and becoming a master. Another meaning of it is success 
and achievement in any field as well as performance of a duty 
and putting into practice the potential ability to carry out what 
must be done. 

Any high-achiever and consummate person in any field can 
be described as a grandmaster of Kung Fu. It is interesting to 
know that the name: 

Confucius, the great Chinese scholar and philosopher, is the 
Western equivalent of the Chinese: Kung Futzu of Kung Futse. 
It is not dear why in the West Kung Fu is used exdusivety to 
denote the material art in question. One reason could be that 
length of time required to attain m asterdom is In mind and focus 
rather than the person achieving that level. 

Most students and trainees agree that this term, originating 
in southern China, is indeed appropriate when referring to 
material arts. Chinese film-maker and particularly film-makers 
of Hong Kong have done a great deal to establish the real sense 
of this term among martial arts enthusiast. 

Therefore, for the sake of simplicity and brevity we have used 
the word Kung Fu instead of its more difficult, though more 
accurate, equivalents throughout (his article. 

Kung Fu has had a greater and more significant influence 
upon Chinese culture, politics and psychology in China's history 
than any comparable factor in the West. In actual fact, there 
seemed to be no major obstacle in the way of coming to a full 
understanding with clarity of the true meaning and definition of 
this philosophy; it seemed only natural. 

Such an overwhelming philosophy and way of life 
encompassed every conceivable aspect of worldly living; which, 
in turn, ibis phenomenon turned out to be a perfect example 
every one to follow. Kung Fu masters of ancient China were 
expected to be truly versatile; that is, they were expected to have 
mastery of variety of skills: marksmanship, alchemy, medicine, 
strategy, calligraphy, music, poetry and infallible human being. 
To achieve that end was needed a veritable superhuman who 
had surpassed every boundary of his ego and transcended man's 
material and carnal nature (common with animals). He had 
conquered his ego and his transitory whom to reach the 
Kingdom of God. 

Years of self-denial was absolutely mandatory to attain true 
mastery of Kung Fu. Passage was an outright ordeaL By the time 
a person went through all these stage, he was considered a 
national hero worthy of every kind of respect and admiration. 
He was also a saint; the guardian angel of the poor, the 
oppressed and the suppressed. He was responsible: he cared; 
he loved. 

We hope to elaborate on self-defense further 
_ as this series of articles continues . 
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MOSTAR, Bosnia-Herzegovina (August 6): Mostar's Croatian negotiators Srecko Vucina (0 and Croat 
mayor of Mostar Mijo Brajkovic (R) forbid the media take pictures as they did not want to give any 
comment before the start of the negotations in Mostar. Bosnian Croats and Muslims signed an 
agreement August 6 ending a bitter row over the local government that flared when Croats refused 
to join a Joint dty council, elected on June 30. 

■-—----- (AFP PHOTO) 

U.S. Interests in 
Kuwait Threatened 

KUWAIT CITY — The U.S. 


Embassy said herfc Wednesday 
that it has received a threat of a 
bomb attack against an American 
government installation in Ku¬ 
wait. 

“It was a threat against an 
American government installa¬ 
tion. We are taking further pre¬ 
cautions,** said a U.S. Embassy 
spokesman who asked not to be 
named. 

The threat was relayed to the 
U.S. Embassy by an Arabic lan¬ 
guage newspaper, which the 
spokesman did not identify. 

As-Sryassa newspaper publish¬ 
ed an article on Wednesday that 
said a “local newspaper” had re¬ 
ceived a warning of a bomb at¬ 
tack against a U.S. government 
installation. 

The embassy was informed of 
the threat cm Tuesday, and the 
spokesman declined to comment 
on whether the embassy may have 
received more threats on Wednes¬ 
day. 


WASHINGTON — Israel and 
Syria are still far from an agree¬ 
ment on resuming peace talks than 
broke down six months ago, the 
State Department said Tuesday. 

“This is a considerable chal¬ 
lenge,** spokesman Nicholas 
Bums said. “This is going Co take 
a lot of work to put together if it 
can be put together.” 

“I wouldn’t lead you to be¬ 
lieve that diis is imminent,” he 
sakL 

Israeli Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu on Monday of¬ 
fered to hold , peace talks with 
Syria on “all outstanding mat¬ 
ters’* including the Golan 
Heights, which Syria lost to Israel 


in the 1967 war. 



The U.S. Embassy in Kuwait 
is building a new perimeter fence 
of concrete blocks outside the 
main wall, while the U.S. nrili- 
taiy has extended the perimeter 
fence at Camp Doha north of Ku¬ 
wait City where several hundred 
U.S. military personnel are sta¬ 
tioned. 

The U.S. Embassy has advised 
American citizens in Kuwait to 
“be vigilant of their personal se¬ 
curity and surroundings'* since 
the Khobar bombing. 

Several senior U.S. officials, 
including U.S. Defense Secretary 
William Ferry, have visited Ku¬ 
wait and Saudi Arabia in the last 
few weeks to review security 
measures for U.S. forces in the 
region following the Khobar at¬ 
tack. 

After his July visit. Perry said 
U.S. forces are now on the “the 
highest possible threat level** and 
said commanders had been in¬ 
structed to prepare for an “immi¬ 
nent” attack. (AFP) 


Netanyahu said be had made a 
new proposal to Syria through 
Washington. . 

Bums said there is "interest 
from both governments” on re¬ 
suming the peace talks but that no 
agreement to move forward had 
been reached. 

(AFP) 

(Contd from I*g. 1) 

CROATIA... 

Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman and his Serbian counter¬ 
part Slobodan Milosevic were 
holding a lunch following the end 
of tiie formal part of their closed- 
door summit, Greek Prime Minis¬ 
ter Costas Simitis said. 

The special one-day summit — 
the first official trilateral meeting 
between (he two men since mid- 
1991 — was called to normalize 


relations between the two Balkan 
neighbors. 

Belgrade and Zagreb have still 
not formally recognized each 

other following the breakup of the 
old six-republic Yugoslav Federa¬ 
tion in 1991. 

Simjtis’s press spokesman 
Georges Patagias told reporters 
that Milosevic and Tudjman still 
had to "discuss certain details of 
the statement” during the lunch. 

The statement would be pub¬ 
lished afterward, he said. 

A member of the Croat delega¬ 
tion, speaking to Simitis, said the 
“meeting has been a success.** 

(AFP) 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

u.s. FACING... 

fee ted,” and that it was not 
anticipated that any Pakistani 
firms would be affected by the 
sanctions. 

Several religious and political 
parties in Pakistan have also con¬ 
demned the U.S. move, urging 
Muslim states to oppose the U.S. 
“pressures” against the Islamic 
world. 

The United States, facing con¬ 
demnation from Europe over its 
toughened sanctions on Iran and 
Libya, vowed Tuesday to stand 
firm against regimes it basically 
accuses of spearheading interna¬ 
tional terror. 

’The United States is going to 
go forward. We’re going to im¬ 
plement this bill,’* spokesman 
Nicholas Burns said as protest 
notes from European govern¬ 
ments continued to pour into the 
State Department. 

Bums said Washington is pre¬ 
pared to defend the legislation be¬ 
fore the World Trade 
Organization if the European gov¬ 
ernments decide to challenge its 
legitimacy. 

“Nothing at this point can dis¬ 
suade us from implementing 
American law,” Bums said. “But 
we’d like to cooperate with the 
Europeans." (afp) 

(Contd from Pg. I) 

IRANIAN... 

Islamic values under the hardest 
circumstances. He added that en¬ 
during hardships and self-sacri¬ 


fice for the cause of truth will 
definitely result in the Almighty 
God’s grace and help and further 
suc ce ss. 

"Thus, the Iranian repre¬ 
sentatives abroad, who are inces¬ 
santly facing unfounded 
allegations and threats launched 
by the agents of the global arro¬ 
gance and Zionism, should en¬ 
dure the bitterness of their 
mission as a blessing in dis¬ 
guise, " the Leader stressed. 

Referring to the adverse 
propaganda campaign initiated by 
the arrogant powers against the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, the 
Leader reiterated that such propa¬ 
ganda and hostile measures will 
achieve nothing in reality except 
poisoning die public opinion of 
some nations. “The growing 
struggle of the arrogant powers, 
headed by the U.S., against the 
Islamic Republic of Iran is in fact 
aimed at checking the increasing 
power of Islam in the world, and 

it is evident that the global arro¬ 
gance regards the Islamic Iran as 
a rival of which it is scared," be 
added. 

Elsewhere in his remarks, 
Ayatollah Khamenei pointed out 
tiie successful measures taken by 
Iran in the area of international 
politics. He stressed that ever 
since the Foreign Ministry forged 
its policies based on the Islamic 
thought, Iran’s international di¬ 
plomacy has been clearly improv¬ 
ing. Such progress has been 
mainly due to tiie independence- 
seeking character of the Iranian 
people and their devotion to their 
religion and their Islamic govern¬ 
ment, the Leader noted. 

The revered ayatollah con¬ 
cluded by underlining that with¬ 
standing the covetous altitudes of 
the global powers cm the scene of 
foreign policy is vital to the Is¬ 
lamic dignity of tiie Iranian na¬ 
tion. 

(Contd from I^g. 1) 

u.s. FROWNS... 

meet with Iranian President Ak- 
bar Hashemi Rafsanjani and dis¬ 
cuss an agreement for Iranian 
natural gas supplies for Turkey. 

But Ankara may face sanctions 
over the deal under provisions of 
the new Iran-Libya sanctions act 
that President Bill Clinton signed 
Monday to punish foreign firms 
that invest in the ofl and gas in¬ 
dustries of the two countries. 

"We will watch the develop¬ 
ment of this relationship very 
carefully,” Burns said. “We are 
skeptical that anything good can 
come out of this relationship with 
Iran.” (afp) 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

SEPARATISTS... 

A Chechen commander. 
Khizir Khachukayev, told AFP 
that his men were in control of all 
buildings surrounding the bead- 
quarters of the pro-Russian gov¬ 
ernment. 

"We control the situation in 
the center of the city,” he said. 

But Konstantin Pulikovski, 
deputy commander of Russian 
troops in Chechnya, said not one 
single strategic position had been 
claimed by the Chechens, who on 
Tuesday launched their biggest 
offensive in five months on the 
capital. 

A spokesman for the Russian 
troops said Moscow was prepar¬ 
ing a counter-offensive but that 
the operation was delayed to 
minimire loss of life among die 
soldiers and civilians. 

Chechen spokesman Movladi 


Udugov said for his part that the 
separatists were preparing for die 
"second phase** of their offensive 
go Grozny but he did not elabo¬ 
rate. 

Khachukayev said the 
Chechens "had taken up all the 
necessary positions. "We are now 
waiting for orders," he said. 

An official with the pro-Rus¬ 
sian Interior Ministry admitted 
that Russian troops had taken a 
pounding by the Chechens, who 
could be seen moving freely 
around the capital on Wednesday. 

Yuri Piuguin told the Interfax 
news agency that the situation 
was “extremely complicated” and 
that the Chechens bad regrouped 
Wednesday and attacked neigh¬ 
borhoods in central Grozny and in 
the administrative area. 

Earlier, a Russian Interior 
Ministry spokesman cited by the 
ITAR-TASS news agency said 
Moscow was using helicopters to 
pound Chechen positions and try 
to flush out the separatists. 

Doctors at a local hospital said 
the .fighting had left 10 civilians 
dead and about 50 wounded. The 
Chechens said five of their sol¬ 
diers had been killed and eight in¬ 
jured while a senior Russian 
internal affairs official said that 
29 Russian soldiers had been 
killed and 100 wounded since the 
fighting flared up Tuesday. 

The Chechens’ offensive was 
in retaliation for a month of Rus¬ 
sian bombardments of Chechen. 
villages and strongholds in the 
southern mountainous regions, 
despite a truce called by Moscow 
in May during President Boris 
Yeltsin’s re-election campaign. 

Fierce fighting Wednesday 
was also reported in the nearby 
town of Argun where Russian 
troops, who only control the mili¬ 
tary headquarters, were pounding 
Chechen positions in an attempt 
to wrest control of the city. 

One source dose to Chechen 
leaders told the ITAR-TASS news 
agency that the separatist offen¬ 
sive in that city 15 kilometers (10 
miles) east of Grozny was led by 
Salman Raduyev, who recently 
turned up alive after being 
thought dead for months. 

The source said some 600 
Chechens took part in tiie offen¬ 
sive to control administra tive 
buildings in Argun and managed 
to shoot down two Russian heli¬ 
copters. 

Movladi Udngov said in an in¬ 
terview with Russian television 
that the separatist offensive was 
in reprisal for tiie recent Russian 
bombing campaign and that the 
Chechens still wanted to return to 
peace talks and end the vicious 
20-month-old war. (AFP) 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

ASSAD... 

we are hearing today,” be added, 
in a clear reference to Netany ahu 
Mubarak, the first Arab leader 
to meet with Netanyahu last 
month, said be agreed until Assad 
(hat the Lebanese and Syrian 
tracks of the peace process should 
not be divided. 

"As far as the Syrian-Leba- 
nese tracks are concerned, we 

still need some time before a re¬ 
sumption of negotiations,” the 
Egyptian president said. 

Asked whether peace was pos¬ 
sible with Netanyahu in charge in 
Israel, Mubarak said Arab leaders 
should “give this man some 
lime." 

In Damascus, official Syrian 
radio said the Alexandria summit 
aimed to bolster the Arab position 
in the “face of Israel's expansion 
plans." 


U.S.: No Imminent 
Resumption of Peace Talks 


“Syria is continuing its efforts 
toward a unified Arab position to 
challenge the Zionist plans for ex¬ 
pansion and hegemony at the ex¬ 
pense of Arab land 
interests,” Damascus radio said. 

The government newspaper 
Tishrin said Wednesday that the 
aim of the Lebanon-first option 
was "to draw Lebanon away 
from Syria and the Arab world.” 

(AFP) 

(Contd from I*g. 1) 1 

RUMORS... 

Levy also planned to boycott a 
meeting later die same day of the 
parliamentary foreign affairs and 
defense committee, Israel public 
radio reported. 

His absences followed state¬ 
ments by Netanyahu late Tuesday 
on Israeli television in which he 
made clear that he had no inten¬ 
tion of handing over responsibil¬ 
ity for directing Israel's peace 
efforts to the foreign minister. ♦ 

“Levy is upset, angry and hurt 
and be will not allow Netanyahu 
to take him for a ride,” a close 
associate of the foreign minister 
told the newspaper Haaraz, 

The aide said Levy was 
“bound to resign,” possibly as 
early as Friday’s weekly Cabinet 
meeting, if the dispute is not re¬ 
solved. 

I Since coining to office in June,^ 
Jetanyahu has relied on his own 
staff, notably foreign policy advi¬ 
sor Dote Gold, to run contacts 
with the Palestinian Authority 
(PA) and Arab governments in¬ 
volved in the peace process. 

The issue came to a bead over 
the weekend when it became 
known that no Foreign Ministry 
official would accompany Netan¬ 
yahu on his first official visit to 
Jordan, winch took place on 
Monday. 

Officials said Levy was also 
ftirioas that Netanyahu h as re¬ 
fused to put him in charge of a 
steering committee due to oversee 
the resumption of negotiations 
with Yasser Arafat and the PA. 

“This natter, which is at the 
center of the peace process, 
should be in the hands of the 
prime min is t er,” Netanyahu sai^ 
in Tuesday’s television interview. 

(AFP) 
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(Contd from pg. 10) 

SIMPLE. 


‘I in not talking about ammon¬ 
ites or corals or anything like that 
but something incredibly primitive 
such as micro-fossils from highly 
primitive organisms. It’s absolutely 
fascinating to find these,” she 
added. 

NASA is planning to launch two 
unmanned space probes to Mare 
later this year. It plans to send the 
Mare Global Survey and the Mare 
Pathfinder in November and De¬ 
cember, respectively. 

The decade-long missions are 

designed to answer questions about 

the role of water in Mare* early 
evolution and whether the planet 
coujd have supported life at the 
beginning of its existence. 

In the summer of 1976, two U.S^ 
Viking probes landed on Mare, and* 
the scientific co mmuni ty held its 
breath in hopes of discovering evi¬ 
dence of life on the planet, but were 
disappointed. 

Although no evidence of organic 

life was found on the red planet, 
analysis of Mars’ atmosphere and 
soil uncovered carbon, nitrogen, 
hydrogen, oxygen and phosphorus 

essen dal elements for organic 
life on earth. 

(AFP) ? 
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President Recieves ECO Chief! 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — President Akbar 
Hasheiru Rafsanjani received the 
outgoing Secretary General of 
ECO Shemshad Ahmad on 
Wednesday. 

Ambassador Shemshad Ah¬ 
mad, a senior Pakistani diplomat 
who is leaving Tehran next week 
on completion of bis assignment 
paid a farewell call on President 
Rafsanjani. 

The ambassador noted that 
Mashhad-Sai akhs railway is con¬ 
sidered by the world as the most 
important project linking Central 
Asia with other countries. 

Referring to Iran's historical 
role in the evolution of the re¬ 
gional and global developments, 
Shemshad Ahmad said that re¬ 
gional countries and the ECO 
members appreciated Iran for its 
contribution to the speedy realiza¬ 
tion of such a giant project 

He touched on the emphasis 
laid by the ECO heads of state on 
foil implementation of projects in 
the field of aviation, dripping, in¬ 


surance and banking. The ECO 
chief also termed as “effective'* 
the removal of tariffs and intro¬ 
duction of preferrential tariffs 
aimed at increasing the economic 
and co mme r ci al transactions. 

Ahmad said the role that 
ECO’s development played in the 
region was indicative of supports 
of die member countries including 
the Islamic Republic of Iran for 
the body and their adherences to 
thier obligations. 

Meanwhile, President Rafsan- 
jani underlined the need for 
strengthening of foundations es¬ 
tablished within the ECO, consid¬ 
ering it as a factor effective in 
making the organization father ac¬ 
tive to expand regional coopera¬ 
tion. 

President also said the Islamic 
Republic of Iran is seriously seek¬ 
ing expansion of regional coopera¬ 
tion with the ECO member states. 

President Rafsanjani under- 
lined the need for the ECO mem¬ 
bers* abiding by the decisions 
made at the orgnaization. 


FM, Top Iranian Diplomats Call On Yazdi - Pakistan's daily ] 

lions against Iran and 
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Tehran Tones Service 

TEHRAN — The gathering of die 
Iranian diplomatic representatives 
abroad opened here Wednesday 
with a speech delivered by the 
Judiciary Chief Ayatollah Mo¬ 
hammad Yazdi. - 

Elaborating on the Islamic pe¬ 
nal code, the ayatollah responded 


North Sea Oil Investment Expected to Decline 


LONDON — Capital spending on 
new North Sea o3 and gas pro¬ 
jects is expected to fall sharply in 
the next five years because of die 
remaining limited opportunities in 
the UK's Continental Shelf. 

Wood Mackenzie consultants 
forecast that investment could de¬ 
cline to below $1.5 billion in real 
terms in the early years of the 
next decade in line with a fall in 
the nu m b er of probable projects 
and a decline in die size of those 


that do emerge. 

Total Offshore capital spend¬ 
ing last year reached more than 
$7.5bn and is expected to stay 
above $3.5bu over the next few 
years as a large number of fields 
move to production. 

Heavy Offshore investment in 
dm early 1990s suggests UK oil 
production could rise to around a 
record 3 million barrels per day 
in 1998 and 1999 compared to 
2.7m bpd reached last October. 

But forecasts of continued in- 


U.S. to Issue Transit Visa to 
Taiwanese Vice President 


WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
State Department has decided to 
issue a transit visa to the Taiwan¬ 
ese vice president for a stopover 
next week, despite objections of 
die Chinese government, the 
Washington Post reported 
^t^/ednesday. 

(Contd from Pg.2) 

RUHANI.... 

dignity of the Islamic government 
in Iran, as weD as the country’s 
remarkable economic develop¬ 
ment in recent years, indicates that 
such sanctions not only have had 
no harmful impacts on Iran, but 
they have also led to significant 
achievements in the economic 
fieMs. 

y He went on by saying that peo- 
' pie’s massive turnout in recent par¬ 
liamentary elections, the rallies 
marking the Internationa] Qods' 
Day, the ceremonies on the anniver¬ 
sary of the victory of the Islamic 
Revolution and similar occasions 
convey die message to the world 
that people fully support the Islamic 
System. 

Ruhani farther assured that the 
brave Iranian people are deter¬ 
mined to foil the hostile plots 
hatched by the enemies of Islam. 

4 He concluded by saying that 
the implementation of major de¬ 
velopment projects in the country 
indicates that the government has 
spared no effort at the full-scale 
development of foe country. 

Advertise 
in 'Tehran 
Times 


Citing diplomatic sources on 
the as-yet unannounced decision, 
the Post said die visa will allow 
Lien Chan to stay in the United 
States “a day or two” next week 
on his way to a presidential in¬ 
auguration ceremony in the Do¬ 
minic an Republic. 

The Caribbean country is one 
of several dozen Latin American 
and African nations that have full 
diplomatic relations with Taiwan, 
which China regards as a rene¬ 
gade province. 

U.S. officials insist the deci¬ 
sion to grant* a visa to Lien is 
within the Clinton administra¬ 
tion’s one-China policy of recog¬ 
nizing Beijing as the sole legal 
government of China, while 
maintaining “informal” relations 
with Taipei, the daily said. 

Lien will not be allowed to 
make any public appearances in 
the United States, bit he might 
meet privately with members of 
the Taiwanese community, the of¬ 
ficials told the Post. 

Chinese officials in Washing¬ 
ton have reacted “cautiously” to 
reports that the visa was under 
consideration for Lien. One Chi¬ 
nese diplomat was quoted as say¬ 
ing that Beijing would wait to see 
what “he will be allowed to do” 
in the United States. 

Taiwanese authorities bad ar¬ 
gued the U.S. transit visa was 
necessary because it would be im¬ 
possible for him to travel to foe 
Dominican Republic for the 
swearing-in of president-elect 
Leone! Fernandez. 

Lien is likely to fly to Los An¬ 
geles late Wednesday and stay 
there a day before proceeding to 
the Dominican Republic, the daily 
said. (AFP) 


creases this year have not been 
borne out with output gradually 
dropping to 2-43m bpd in June 
despite attempts to maximize pro¬ 
duction. 

In its annual analysis of UK 
Offshore trends, the Edinburgh- 
based energy consultants warned 
that the North Sea was now a ma¬ 
ture area with “limited opportuni¬ 
ties” for companies to expand 
significantly upon current re-in¬ 
vestment levels or even continue 
at current levels. 

Compared to costs of $16bn 
estimated to be spent in die short 
and medium term on the develop¬ 
ment of 67 probabe new fields 
identified last year, it suggested 
that a third less would be spent on 
50 fields receiving government 
approvaL 

The size of probable develop¬ 
ment was also said to be falling 
with nine new fields added to the 
list this year containing an over¬ 
age of only 45m barrels of oil 
equivalent co mpare d with an av¬ 
erage of 80m barrels for 19 fields 
approved last year, axm) 


to some critical remarks by West¬ 
ern circles against the Islamic 
laws. •“ 

Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati, another speaker at die 
gathering, underlined the signifi¬ 
cant part played by foreign policy 
in today's world, adding that die 
grand Leader of the Islamic Revo¬ 
lution deems Iran's foreign rela¬ 
tions extremely crucial. 

He added that die Foreign Min¬ 
istry’s officials are tasked with 
coordinating die country’s foreign 
relations. “Those countries are 
successful in their foreign rela¬ 


tions whose diplomats hold a 
broad view over the world’s de¬ 
velopments. V the minister 
stressed. 

Underlining die impo r t an t role 
of die mass in achieving 

success for the diplomacy of every 
country, Velayati said that, in 
modern age, the media are the 
strong arm of overt diplomacy. 
Duriig the recent days, he added, 
die Iranian media played a signifi¬ 
cant role in countering the evil 
propaganda campaign launched by 
the U.S. a gainst the Td«nr Re¬ 
public of Iran. 


Arafat Meets King Hussein 
Amid Fear for Peace Process 


AQABA, Jordan — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat held talks 
here Wednesday with King 
Hnssem on ways to .break the pa¬ 
ralysis which has gripped the Pal¬ 
estinian peace process since the 
right wing came to power in fa¬ 
rad. 

Arafat went straight into a 
meeting with die Jordanian mon¬ 
arch after arriving in the Red Sea 
resort of Aqaba from the antooo- 
-mous Gaza Strip. 

The Palestinian president said 
ahead of the talks that be would 
raise “many i s sues, including the 
continuity of the peace process 
and bow to face together the ob¬ 
stacles” confronting Arab leaders 

since Israeli Prime Munster Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu’s election vie- 


Mubarak, Netanyahu 
Discuss Peace by Phone 


BAIT-UL-MOQADDAS — Is¬ 
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu spoke by telephone 
late Tuesday with Egypt’s Presi¬ 
dent Hosai Mubarak about the 
Middle East peace process, offi¬ 
cials said. 

The Israeli p rem ier briefed 
Mubarak about his talks with 


King Hussein of Jordan in Am¬ 
man on Monday, and die Egyp¬ 
tian leader pledged his 
commitment to pushing forward 
the peace process, the prime min¬ 
ister's office said. 

Mubarak was doe to hold talky 
with Syrian President Hafez aJ- 
Assad in the Egyptian Port of Al¬ 
exandria on Wednesday, (afpj 
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Pakistan's daily The Nation 
wroth in its editorial Wednesday 
that the U.S. move to impose sanc¬ 
tions against Iran and Libya is so 
arbitrary and dictatorial that even 
its closest allies in Europe have 
denounced it as illegal and the 
interference in die internal affairs 
of other countries. 

, Commenting on the latest U.S. 
sanctions agamstlran.andLibya, 
the daily said both countries have 
been on^ the U.S. ’hit list* for a 
vuy long time. • 

. “President Clinton's calling 
Iran and Libya ‘two of the most 


toiy in May. 

Nabfl aba Rndema, a dose 
Arafat aide, said the two leaders 
would discuss “how to get die 
peace process moving,” as well 
as King Hussein’s meeting with 
Netanyahu. in Amman on Mon¬ 
day. 

Netanyahu’s decision to ease' 
restrictions imposed by die for¬ 
mer Labor government on expan¬ 
sion of Jewish settlements in the 
occupied land would figure high 
in die talks, a Jordanian official 
said. 

Arafat on Tuesday ladled oat 
angrily at Netanyahu over die 
fade of progress in die Palestinian 
peace process since the rightwing 
faraefi . politician's upset election 
victory over Labor Prime Minis¬ 
ter Shimon Peres. 

He said die fiftiqg of the freeze 
on Jewish settlements was a “fla¬ 
grant violation” of past agree¬ 
ments that was aimed at 
“sabotaging die peace process.” 


U.S.,*, • 

Libya. 

“This would serve die U.S. a 
reminde r that the world is change 
ing fast and is not wilting to give 
in to its p re s s ures . Well, the U.S. 
can go akme but it would do so at 
the expense of bring left alone on 
this particular issue,” stad Sar¬ 


in the world', however, has been 
rejected by his own camp-follow¬ 
ers, isolating Americ an s in their 
bid to dictate twins,” the editorial 
said. 

. it added, “Perhaps, the tune 
/has cocne for the small nations to 
challenge the legitimacy of the so- 
called New World Order, induct 
intmisoatoreasthigb-handedand 
arbitrary dictates of the ovedoed 
design to bold them to Tsnscan.”- 

And-Pakfatan being one of the 

victims of die sanctions, has 
all ’die ‘ reason to denounce die 
American move agamst faun ad 
Libya, the editorial concluded. 

(Contd from I*g. 6) 

SHANGHAI..... 

which had yet tohe calculated. 

•' Therewas also one case of em¬ 
bezzlement. ’ 

Sources said that the corruption 
cases involved land-lease approv¬ 
als for die numerous massive 
property development project s in 
Xujfahui, located in the southwest 
of die city. • •. 

■ The scandal would be a major 
embarrassment for d» senior lead¬ 
ership now headedby party secre¬ 
tary Huang jn and Mayor Xn 
Kuaqgdi who wane tipped for pro¬ 
motion next year, die report said. 

■ Shanghai, China’s largest city 
and its economic powerhouse, has 
expe ri enced fewer of die c o r r u p t 
tion scandals, especially those of 
large scale and involving high of- 
fidafa, uncovered m ofoer cities. 

Funds worth more than $2 bfl- 
fion disappe ar ed from Beijing's 
coffers in a corruption scandal in¬ 
volving Vice Mayor Wang 
Baosen, who committed suicide 
white under inveiaigatiop, adfor- 
mer mayor and parity ..secretary 
Cheat JGtong. 

^ Shanghai, one of the more 
serious recent cases involved for-. 
mer trade union chief Shi Sheaju 
who' was sentenced to 10 years 
imprisonment for accepting bribes 
totaffing73,000 yuan. 

"There is acme corruption but 
m Shanghaithere isstrict control 
and more procedues to- follow 
which makes it more difficult to be 
corrupt," m Joiral reporter-with a 
leading newsp aper sa«L 

S hanghai ’s Discipline Trapes*-; 
tion Coaums&a set op 17 teams 
fast month to track down corrupt 
cadres. . (AFP) 
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Human Head Found in Safe 

HAMBURG , Germany - Detectives in Hamburg are puzzling 
aver the origin ofa severed human headfound inside a rusted 
safe. 

The safe was found by walkers near the Elbe River in the 
Khrchwerder district last week, but could only be opened by 
a specialized firm Monday. The severely decomposed head 
was in a plastic bag amid wet items of clothing. 

Police were awaiting the results of a pathologist's report 
Wednesday for indications of age, sex and cause of death. 

(AFF) 

China Accepts Draft 
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 
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Teacher Forced Pupils to Drink Urine 

BEIJING — A schoolteacher in Guiyang , in the southern 
Chinese province of Guangxi, has been fired for. forcing 
unruly pupils to drink urine, the Guangming daily reported 
Wednesday. 

Thirteen children aged about 12, were forced to drink 
"between one and three capsule of urine, mixed with water, 
between May 13 and 21”. 

After the punishment, "some of the children were taken 
ill with vomiting and others rushed to a nearly pond to rinse 
out their mouths, " the paper said. lAm 


GENEVA — China has accepted 
the draft nuclear test ban treaty at 
negotiations in Geneva after 
reaching an agreement with the 
United States over Beijing's final 
objections, sources close to the 
negotiations said Wednesday. 

The agreement was reached 
Tuesday between Chinese Envoy 
Sha Zukang and his U.S. counter¬ 
part Stephen Ledogard at the UN 

Coup Leader Seeks 
UNHCR Protection 
in Bangkok 

DHAKA — Retired Army Major 
Bazlul Huda, a leader of the 1975 
military coup that toppled Bangla¬ 
desh’s post-independence Awami 
League government, is being held 
in a Bangkok jail, a report said 
Wednesday. 

The private Probe news agency 
said Huda was arrested in Bang¬ 
kok on July 12 on charges of shop¬ 
lifting and a court ordered him to 
be sent back to Bangladesh, but he 
instead sought the protection of 
the United Nations High Commis¬ 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 
claiming to be a "stateless per¬ 
son." 

The report, quoting "reliable 
sources," said the UNHCR 
authorities in Bangkok sent 
Huda's papers to its Geneva head¬ 
quarters. 

The UNHCR in Geneva said 
Huda did not fulfill the conditions 
"for being a stateless person," the 
agency said. 

Huda, along with most of the 
coup leaders, fled the country af¬ 
ter Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
Wajed's Awami League returned 
to power in June. 

Sheikh Hasina is the daughter 
of Bangladesh's founding father 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who 
was killed in the coup together 
with most of his family. 

(AFP) 


Conference on Disarmament 

The deal has been submitted for 
approval by the two governments 
and was to be made public prob¬ 
ably on Friday in Geneva, the 
sources said. 

China, with objections over on¬ 
site inspections, had been the last 
of the five declared nuclear pow¬ 
ers not to have accepted the Com¬ 
prehensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT) in its latest draft. 

The other powers — the United 
States, Russia, France and Britain 
- had already indicated their ac¬ 
ceptance of the draft, and their 
hope that the treaty can be signed 
next month when the UN General 
Assembly convenes in New Yorfc. 

Chinese and U.S. negotiators 
had reported progress Tuesday af¬ 
ter several days of intensive con¬ 
sultations concerning China's 
hesitation over the text's present 
proposal for on-site inspections to 
check against possible illegal nu¬ 
clear tests. (AFP) 


More Than 2,21)0 Killed 
in Garrison Rout 

COLOMBO - The Sri Lankan 
government Wednesday- said it 
had lost over 700 troopers killed 
in a huge Tamil Tiger guerrilla 
attack against a military garrison 
where at least 1,500 rebels were 
also killed. 

Junior Defense Minister Anu- 
ruddha Ratwattesaid the separatist 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) had used thousands of 
fighters, including suicide cadres, 
to overwhelm the 1.488-strong 
Muilaitivu garrison last month. 

fa the first official admission of 
the debacle at Muilaitivu. the min¬ 
ister told Parliament that "over 
700" soldiers were killed. How¬ 
ever, official sources said only 
about 35 soldiers in the garrison 
had survived. 

"It is inevitable that some bat¬ 
tles are lost. But the goal of the 
campaign is final victory," Rat- 
watte said. "The number killed 
and wounded in action amongst 
LTTE cadres according to their 
own transmissions runs over 
1.500." 


Pledge of No Sanctions on Burundi 

KIGALI — The Rwandan presi- here. 

dency Wednesday denied a state- Pierre Buyoya, a Tutsi major, 
ment by the vice president that this ousted Hutu President Sylvestre 
country has no plans to join other Ntibantunganya in an army-led coup 

African nations in imposing sane- on July 25, but his government has 

tions on Burundi, state-run radio so for received no international rec- 

said. ognition. Ntibantunganya is still 

It quoted a statement from chief holed up at the residence of die U.S. 
of staff for President Pasteur Biz- Ambassador in Bujumbura, 
imungu as saying "terms for im- Rwanda’s position defies a de- 
piemen tation of sanctions will be cision taken by seven regional Af- 

studied in the same forum with rican countries at a summit last 
other regional heads of state." week, attended by Rwandan Presi- 

In an interview earlier with the dent Pasteur Bizimungu, to im- 

BBC, Rwanda’s vice president pose economic sanctions against 

and Defense Minister Paul Ka- Burundi. 

game said of Burundi's new mili- So far, the embargo has been 
tary rulers: “We are saying we are imposed only by neighbouring 
going to work with them, to help Tanzania and Kenya, 
them find a solution." The other four countries 

“We are saying we are going represented at the summit in 

to work with them, to help them Arusha. Tanzania, were Zaire, 

(the new government) find a solu- Ethiopia, Uganda and Cameroon, 

lion," General Kagame told the as chainran of foe Organization of 

BBC in an interview monitored African Unity (OAU). (AFPj 


.■j ,; 'a 1 * k 1 


.A. 




au am 


if .-yin 


ACT NOW! 


VjRI iF e£ ,'t c £ 


ailfS 


■ yS**. ..tm 









,i £ e 

fe 'Se - - 




GENEVA, Switzerland (August G): Greenpeace activists stage a protest in front of the gate of the palais 
of the United Nations in Geneva, on the 51th anniversary of the drop of the Hiroshima nuclear bomb. 
Greenpeace protest for an immetlile stop of nuclear tests. 

(AFP PHOTO) 


Cape Town’s Muslim Community Braces 
Itself for Revenge Attacks 



CAPE TOWN, South Africa (August 6): Armed anti-drug Muslims from People Against Gangsterismand 
Drugs (PAGAD) march past a policeman during a show of strength through thestreets of Ath tone. Cape 
Town. Tired of the ineffectual attempts of the police to control the drug lords and gangsters, members 
of PAGAD have taken the law into thier own hands and dedared war on the drug lords. - 


CAPE TOWN - This city’s Mus¬ 
lim community braced itself Tues¬ 
day for an onslaught from gansters 
who have threatened to bomb 
mosques and shoot children fol¬ 
lowing the weekend mob execu¬ 
tion of a feared gang leader, 
reports said. 

Schools remained closed Tues¬ 
day and large numbers of police 
patrolled Cape Town’s mixed- 
race township of Salt River, where 
around 2,000 masked members of 
the activist Islamic group People 


Against Gangsterism and Drugs 
(PAGAD) on Sunday executed 
gang leader Rasfaaad Staggie. 

Witnesses said that Staggie, a- 
known drug dealer and leader of 
the hard Irvings gang, arrived 
home to find his house sur¬ 
rounded. Sitting in his vehicle, he 
raised his hands to show he was 
not armed, but someone shot him 
in the bead at point blank range 
and dragged him out a 

As paramedics tried to attend 
to him, someone threw a petrol 


Talks Continue to Avert 
Violence in Protestant March 


LONDONDERRY, Northern Ire¬ 
land — Roman Catholics and Prot¬ 
estants were set to resume talks 
here Wednesday on a compromise 
to avert sectarian violence when a 
Protestant fraternal order parades 
through Londonderry at the week¬ 
end. 

Leaders of the Protestant Ap¬ 
prentice Boys met with the Catho¬ 
lic Bishop of Derry, Seamus 
Hegarty, hut a church source close 
to the talks said afterwards that 
"the situation at the moment. Pm 
afraid is pretty bleak." 

They were to meet later with 


John Hume, leader of the moder¬ 
ate Catholic Social Democratic 
and Labour Party who has been at 
the center of efforts to broker a 
deal between march organizers 
and nationalist protesters. 

More than 10,000 Protestants 
from all over Northern Ireland are 
expected here Saturday to com¬ 
memorate the stand by the 13 Ap¬ 
prentice Boys who locked the 
city's gates and thwarted the at¬ 
tempt by Britain's Catholic Mon¬ 
arch James II to conquer the city 
in 1689. 

(AFP) 


India to Hold Legislative Elections in 
Kashmir Next Month 


NEW DELHI - India’s autono¬ 
mous Election Commission on 
Wednesday announced plans to 
hold legislative elections in Kash¬ 
mir next month in a bid to restore 
normalcy to the Himalayan state. 

The Election Commission said 
the stale assembly elections in 
Kashmir, the first since the Mus¬ 
lim separatist drive began in 1989, 
will be staggered over four days r- 
September 7, 16, 21 and 30. 

Voting in Kashmir valley was 
spaced out over the four days of 
polling, with Srinagar, the Kash¬ 
mir summer capital and the urban 
hub of the Muslim separatist 


drive, voting on September 21. 

"The government is deter-, 
mined to restore democracy and 
the rule of law in Kashmir," Kash- 
mir governor K.V. Krishna Rao ; 
said in a statement whose release 
coincided with the announcement 
here of the election dates. 

Kashmir has been under the 
direct rule of New Delhi since 
1990, when foe government of 
Chief Minister Faxooq Abdullah 
was dissolved, and voters in the 
troubled northern state will be 
electing an 87-member state legis¬ 
lature. (AFP) 


_ (AFPPHOVO) 

bomb which exploded and set him 
alight, driving the paramedics 
back. 

He then managed to stagger to 
his feet and run a few paces before 
others in foe mob pushed him over 
and fired more bullets into him. 
Some pagad members kicked ids 
corpse as he lay in the gutter, 
witnesses said. . - 

At leastlS people were figured 
in a subsequent shootout between 
‘ other gang members and the Mus¬ 
lims. 4 

The Muslim community has 
since received numerous threats 
that children would be shcijt.aiCr 
mosques blown up. Cape Town's 
Argus newspaper said Tuesday. 

(AFP) 

Bodies of North 
Korean Flood 
Victims Returned 

PANMUNJOM, Korea — The 
bodies of four North Koreans in¬ 
cluding two soldiers swept south¬ 
wards by devastating floods last 
month were repatriated Wednetq;} 
day as their government issued a 
desperate appeal 'for mternational 
aid. ' 

The remains of the Korean 
people’s army lieutenant 'and an 
enlisted man were handed overby 
an honor guard of the U.S.-led 
United Nations Command to a 
North Korean contingent in tins 
truce village at foe heart of foe 
Demilitarized Zone. . - 

The soldiers were washed.:, 
southwards when torrential raujs 
in late, July triggered floods pir; 
both sides of the Korean divide,. 

. leaving 89 dead in South Korea 
and an undeclared number of 
casualties in its Communist 
neighbour. 

The handover occurred as 
North Korea, gripped by a severe 
food shortage since its worst 
flooding in a century wiped out 
much of its harvest last summer, 
issued a new international appeal, 
for relief aid. (AF0 
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Taiwan’s Trade Surplus Over Seven Month Surges II Pi 


era 


TAIPEI —Taiwan's trade surplus 
in tfae first seven months of the year 
sowed 193.5 percent front a year 
earlier to reach ILS.S6.93 billion, 
(he Finance Ministry said Wsdnes- 
day. 

Exports advanced 4.3 percent 
year-on-year in die January-July 
period to hit 66.07 billion dollars* 
while imp orts declined 3.0 percent 
to 59.14' billion dollars* the minis- 
trysaid. 

The trade gap between Taiwan 
and itslaigest trading partner, the 
■United Stales, increased 29.8 per¬ 
cent to 3.37 billion dollars in favor 
of Taiwan, it said. 

-/ -Taiwan's trade surplus with 


Hong Kong —the main transship¬ 
ment port for co mm erce between 
die island and China — 

2.5 percent from the same period 
last year, standing at 13.75 billion 
dollars in the January-July period, 
it added. 

Tahian's trade deficit with its 
leading supplier, Japan, dumped 

23.8 percent to 8.1 billion dollars 
for the first seven months of die 
year, the ministry said. 

It said exports in July dropped 

6.8 percent year-on-year to 9.48 
bilHon dollars due to fallin g over¬ 
seas demand for local agricultural 
and processed products. Imports 
fell 155 percent to 8.13 billion 



LOS' ANGELES — Los Angeles 
County, filed &uit against R.J. 
Reynolds, Philip Morris and other 

- companies Tuesday; saying they 
should return money spent on to- 
baoco-relaled illnesses, 

- .. County official Zev Throslavsky 
said the suit, filed in a county su¬ 
perior court; seeks to recover “the 
millions of dollars a year that we 

- believe county taxpayers have in¬ 
curred treating people... made sick 
fay tobacco.** 

Yaroslavsky added that the 
county doesn't “just want to re¬ 
cover money” but also wants “to 
change the nature of die insidious 
advertising that the tobacco compa¬ 
nies da’* 

The suit claims that the six com¬ 
panies “controlled and manipu¬ 
lated the amouitf and ...availability 


of nicotine in their tobacco prod¬ 
ucts for the purpose and witfi the 
intent of creating and sustaining 
addiction.” 

The plaintiff also wants “defen¬ 
dants to cease targeting minors in 
their advertising campaign. 

The list of defendants also in¬ 
cludes Brown and Williamson, 
Ligget and Myers and American 
Tobacco Company. 

Officials base their claim in part 
on a University of California study 
that reports that tobacco-related Al¬ 
nesses cost Los Angeles County — 
the most populous in the United 
States —1.2 billion dollars a year. 

Many cities have brought similar 
suits, and on July 18 Connecticut 
became the 10th state to do sa 


dollars. 

Overseas demand mainly fo¬ 
cused On elec homes, information, 
co mmunications and mechanical 
products, the ministry said. 

Industrial products accounted 
for 96.8 percent of Taiwan's total 
exports last month. Agricultural 
and industrial raw materials lock a 
70.9-percent share of overall im¬ 
ports. urn 

GE Capital to Buy 
First Colony 
Insurance 

STAMFORD, Connecticut — GE 
Capital, a subsidiary of the con¬ 
glomerate General Electric, an¬ 
nounced Monday that it would buy 
the first colony insurance compa¬ 
nies for 1.8 billion dollars. 

The purchase will add some II 
billion dollars in assets to GE Capi¬ 
tal's insurance and financial busi¬ 
ness, GE said in a statement. 

First colony, which is based in 
Virginia, has two principal subsidi¬ 
aries: First Colony Life Insurance 
Company and American May¬ 
flower Life Insurance Company of 
New York. 

GE Capital offered 36.15 dollars 
per share, a premium of 20.5 per¬ 
cent over the closing prices on Fri¬ 
day. 

The sale will be official late this 
year once it is approved by federal 
authorities, GE said. 

GE Capita] services, which has 
. assets of over 185 billion dollars, 
provides a variety of services in¬ 
cluding specialty insurance and 
consumer services, such as car 
leasing, home mortgages and credit 
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BALKAN AIRLINES’ NEW DIRECT LINfEHRflN - VtiRNfi 
ONLY 2,350,000 RIALS 

COVERING : ENTRY VISA, 2 WAY, FLIGHT & ONE WEEK STAY 
BALKAN (BULGARIAN) AIRLINES TEL : S7SS335-6 FAX : 8784302 TLX : 213572 
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:hrsyler's 'Car Killer' 
Backfires in Japan 


TOKYO —Dubbed the “Japan Car 
Killer" at its launch, U.S. giant 
Chrysler Corp.'s big push inm the 
Japanese market with Neon has 
backfired, foiling to woo buyers 
away from European mnirRff, ex¬ 
perts said Tuesday. 

Since its debut in Tokyo cities on 
June 15, the subcompact Neon, 
nicknamed “Japan Car Killer" by 
the Japanese media, appears to 
have been a flop. 


consumers have become affluent 
enough to buy imported models, 
they are realizing long-cherished 
desires." 

But despite Neon's poor recep¬ 
tion, Chrysler Japan remains opti¬ 
mistic. 

MKvako Ogata in the public re¬ 
lations division, said the Neon was 
“selling well" and would enjoy 
"sales growth toward the target” 
later in the year. 


considering ii is close to The 
Neon." Moriwaki said. 

Experts said a small dealership 
network might also be respor -' : ble 
for the slack sales, noting Chrysler 
cars are available at only 150 show¬ 
rooms in Japan. 

Imported motor vehicle sales in 
Japan rose 17.8 percent from a year 
earlier to 42,116 units in July, a 
record high for the month and the 
33rd straight month of year-oa- 



Chrysler Japan Sales Co. Ltd. 
has managed to sell only 508 of the 
2,000cc right-hand-drive Neon 
since its launch, well short of the 
target of 4,000 try the end of the 
year and 8,000 for 1997. 

That despite its modest price of 
1.45 mil Hon-to-1.80 million yen 
($13,000-to-17.000), the same 
range as Toyota's Corolla line. 

The left-hand-drive Neon hit the 
U.S. market last year, drawing im¬ 
mediate popularity. 

Japanese experts were clear on 
the reason for Neon’s failure to take 
off. 

“Why would Japanese consum¬ 
ers bother to buy an American car 
that looks hardly different from 
(Toyota Motor Corp.'s) Corolla?’’ 
asked Yoshiyuki Takano, analyst at 
Tokyo Research Institute. 

"European automakers, espe¬ 
cially German, advanced into the 
Japanese market much earlier, and 
succeeded in establishing pres- 
tigeous images," Takano said. 

“Japanese imagine something 
luxurious when speaking of im¬ 
ported cars," he said. “German 
cars, such as BMW, Audi and Mer¬ 
cedes-Benz, look great to Japanese. 
They have some 'taste' that Japa¬ 
nese consumers admire.” 

Takano added: "Now that some 


“Amid increasing campaigns, 
we think the Neon's name recogni¬ 
tion will rise to help boost sales," 
she said. 

In an apparent bid to erase nega¬ 
tive impressions, Chrysler asked 
the Japanese media in early July to 
stop referring the Neon as “Japan 
Car Killer." 

"We have never used such a 
phrase ourselves, and the Neon is 
the Japanese consumers* friend, 
not killer," Ogata said. 

Minoru Moriwaki. an editor at 
the Car and Driver fortnightly 
magazine with a circulation of 
300,000, said: “Cheap prices do 
not guarantee good sales in Japan's 
import car market." 

“Japanese buyers of imported 
cars are seeking unique styling and 
other characters that they can boast 
of," Moriwaki said, adding the 
Neon lacked such "charms." 

“The Neon was developed with 
strong consciousness of Japanese 
cars and came closer to them. But 
the strategy has backfired here," he 
said. 

Another U.S. “big three” 
automaker. General Motors Cotp., 
is expected to launch its 1,900-cc 
Saturn in Japan in early next year. 

"The Saturn may have difficulty 
in achieving a success in Japan, 


year growth, the Japan Automobile 
Importers Association said. 

Total sales of cars made in the 
United States edged up 4.8 percent 
to 12,941 units in July, while Ger¬ 
man-made cars rose 26.0 percent 
to 17,179 units. 

General Motors chalked up a 

215.3 percent rise, largely due to 
sales of its Cavalier through Toyota 
dealerships. 

Ford Motor Co. enjoyed a 38.9 
percent car sales rise, followed by 
Chrysler with an 11.9 percent in¬ 
crease. 

Volkwagen and Audi from Ger¬ 
many grew 29.4 percent, and Opel 
surged 43.3 percent. BMW 
climbed 22.4 percent, and Mer¬ 
cedes-Benz rose 6.6 percent? 

Swedish sales increased 19.6 
percent to 2,788 units. \foIvo rose 
21. S percent, while Saab suffered 
a 16.9 percent year-on-year drop. 

British cars rose 13.0 percent 
rise to 2,467 units, with Rover up 
36.7 percent, while sales of 
French-made cars shot up 49.4 per¬ 
cent to 1,161 units, Peugeot rising 

38.3 percent, Citroen 23.4 percent, 
and Renault 157.5 percent. 

Italian cars rose 25.6 percent to 
593 units, boosted by Fiat, which 
increased 26.8 percent. 


Tokyo Leaves Economic Assessment Unchanged 


TOKYO — Japan's Economic 
Planning Agency (EPA) on 
Wednesday left its economic as¬ 
sessment of gradual recovery un¬ 
changed, due to continued lack of 
acceleration in consumer spending 
and production. 

The government agency said it 
maintained the monthly assess¬ 
ment, which is regarded as the gov¬ 
ernment's official verdict on the 
economy, unchanged for the sixth 
straight month since a mild recov¬ 
ery was first heralded February. 

"The economy is continuing its 
recovery moves, although r.t a mod¬ 
est pace," the EPA said in its latest 
report, put forward to a cahinet 
meeting Wsdnesday. 

The EPA made subtle upgrades 
in its assessments of private-sector 
capital spending and the labor mar¬ 
ket. 

Private-sector capital spending 
“is in a recovery trend," the EPA 
said, a step up from the assessment 
in its July report of “in a gradual 
recovery trend." 

It attributed the progress to re¬ 
sults of its latest quarterly survey 
on the corporate climate, which 
includes fixed-asset investment 
plans. 

Its quarterly survey found that 


large-sized companies planned to 
raise 1996 capital outlays fay 20.0 
percent after cutting them by 2.9 
percent in 1995. 

"It is clear that the recovery 
speed of private-sector capital 
spending is accelerating, but the 
strength of the (recoveiy) force 
should be assessed carefully in the 
bank of Japan’s next short-term out¬ 
look report and other (private sec¬ 
tor) bank surveys," an EPA official 
said. 

He said private-sector capital 
spending “still contains risks” for 
a renewed downturn, in view also 
of a possible downgrade of invest¬ 
ment plans by semiconductor chip- 
makers. 

Turning to the labor market, the 
EPA said it was showing “moves of 
an improvement in limited areas, 
while severe conditions remain." 


The July report said the labor 
market is showing "indications of 
an improvement in limited areas, 
while severe conditions remain.*' 111 

ic 

The EPA official said: "A rise in *- 
the unemployment rate is often ob- in 
served in the early phase of a recov¬ 
ery," as unemployed workers come at 
to the market in search for new in 
jobs. ? r 

On consumer spending, the EPA >o 
said it left its assessment un¬ 
changed because of persistentm 
downward pressure on wages. Jr 

“Some indicators, including re-je 
tail and supermarket sales, showed [y 
a strong (year-on-year) rise in June, ?) 
but they were largely due to in-si 
creases in working days, while the ]|| 
wage climate remained somewhat si 
severe,” the EPA official said, ] 
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Alien Blockbuster Opens as 
NASA Moots “Life” on Mars 


LONDON — A Hollywood block¬ 
buster movie about an alien inva¬ 
sion of the planet earth opened in 
London Tuesday just hours before 
tibe U.S. space agency NASA an¬ 
nounced that a primitive form of 
life may have existed on Mars. 

The British premiere of “Inde¬ 
pendence Day*' — which last 
month broke U.S. boot office re¬ 
cords for the fastest grossing film 
ever — attracted dozens of stars 
and several thousand screaming 
fens to the Odeon Cinema, in cen¬ 
tra] London's Leicester Square. 

Among the big names at die 
screening were the film's leading 
male actors, Jeff Goldblum and Bill 
Pullman. 

In "Independence Day", di¬ 
rected by Roland Emmerich, 
highly advanced aliens swarm the 
earth like locusts. With inconceiv¬ 
able efficiency, they set out to de¬ 
stroy every major city, its 


Shanghai Launches Graft 
Probe Into Senior Officials 


SHANGHAI — Shanghai, which 
prides itself as one of die cleanest 
* cities in China, has launched a 
corruption probe into senior 
officials in a city district rapidly 
being transformed into a 
commercial center. 

"The investigation has been go¬ 
ing on for two or three months but 
I am unable to disclose any de¬ 
tails,” die office director of the 
Commission for Discipline In¬ 
spection said Wednesday. 

"When the probe is completed 
we will make a public an¬ 
nouncement” 

He was responding to a report 
in a Hong Kong daily quoting in¬ 
vestigators as saying that at least 
10 officials responsible for district 
administration, public security, 
taxation, finance and trade in Xu- 
jiahui were under investigation. 

The officials, some at director 
grade, were suspended from their 

New Paris 
Bridge Named 
for Be Gaulle 

PARIS — After Charles de Gaulle 
Airport and Place Charles de 
Gaulle, now there is the Charles de 
Gaulle Bridge, a splendid new span 
which was due to go into service 
Wednesday night across the Seine 
in the heart of Paris. 

The six-lane, 208-meter (690- 
foot) and $45-minion bridge links 
the left bank and the Latin quarter 
with the ultra-modern Bercy finan¬ 
cial district. 

The graceful new white structure 
is quite unlike the other 35 that span 
the Seine as it winds through Paris. 
Its architects conceived it as “the 
wing of a bird skimming the 
Seine.” 

Its name was chosen in 1990 by 
President Jacques Chirac, then 
Paris mayor, no honor the centenary 
of the late General De Gaulle, horn 
in 1890. 

De Gaulle, president of France 
between 1958 and 1969, has also 
lent his name tn Paris’s second ma¬ 
jor airport, after Orly. 

And the Etoile, the bustling 
roundabout at the top of the 
Champs Elysees where the Arc de 
Triomphe stands, was officially re¬ 
named the Place Charles de Gaulle. 

But old habits diehard and as far 
as many Parisians are concerned 
it’s still the old Etoile, or "Star”. 

(AFP) 


posts last week, the report said, 
adding that none had yet been 
charged. 

The office director said that the 
investigation was being aided by 
the district and municipal procura¬ 
te rates and was limited to Xujia- 
faui, much of which had been razed 
in the past three or four years to 
make way for shopping centers. 

”It is a normal investigation and 
will take «ome time to complete,” 
he said. 

The South China Morning Post 
report quoted investigators as say¬ 
ing that the officials were sus¬ 
pected of abusing their positions 
by taking bribes, the total value of 
(Contd cm I^g. 15) 



LONDON — A 36-year-old man 
described as an obsessed admirer 
of the Princess erf Wales has been 
caught for the second time in the 
grounds of her residence at 
Kensington Palace, police said 
Tuesday. 

Liam Kevin Whitney, an Irish¬ 
man, set off an alarm when climb¬ 
ing over a fence inside the grounds 
of the central London palace on 
Monday. Police said he had not got 
into the palace security zone. 

He had been caught by night 
inside the palace grounds only last 
May, explaining to police he simply 
wanted to see Princess Diana. 

Police declined to say whether 
Princess Diana, who lives there 
with her two sons since her separa¬ 
tion from Prince Charles, was in 
the palace Monday when Whitney 
entered the grounds. 

Whitney was fined a total of 
£150 ($225) before a London mag¬ 
istrates' court for trespassing. 

During his first offense in May, 
Whitney managed to get within 30 
meters of Princess Diana’s private 
apartments, and knocked on a win¬ 
dow. (AFP) 


LIBREVILLE — Equatorial 
Guinea’s President Teodoro 
Obiang Nguema has been 
promoted to the rank of major 
genera], under a presidential 
decree signed by himself, Malabo 
Radio reported. 

Until now the former Brigadier 


Victim’s Parents Call Qii 
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landmarks and inhabitants. 

But just when aliens are on the 
brink of executing their nefarious 
plan to annihilate humanity, the 
earthlings fight back by planting a 
computer virus in the aliens' main 
transport vessel, eventually eradi¬ 
cating the pesky intruders. 

Despite poor reviews, the movie 
has taken a staggering $250 million 
at the box office worldwide so far, 
and is on course to eclipse the 
dinosaur flick "Jurassic Park” as 
one of the decade's biggest money 
spinners. 

As the audience was leaving the 
London premiere late Tuesday, the 
U.S. National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) an¬ 
nounced in a statement in Washing¬ 
ton that a simple, microscopic form 
of life resembling bacteria may 
have existed on Mars some three 
billion years ago. (See Pg 10) 



Police to Redouble Efforts 


I 


. _ .. ■: 2 $ *. 

LONDON, United Kingdom (August 6): A rare Klein man ns tor¬ 
toise, one of three bom last week, crawls in a tiny matchbox as it 
is unveiled at London Zoo. The breed grows to only four inches 
(about 10 centimeters) in length. 

.____ _ (AFP PHOTO) 


LAUNCESTON, England — The 
parents of Caroline Dickinson, the 
British schoolgirl raped and killed 
in Brittany in July, called Tuesday 
on French police to step up efforts 
to find second suspect after DNA 
tests showed that an initial suspect 
was not responsible for the rape. 

“When on July 18 the news of 
our daughter’s death reached us. 
our lives were changed for ever;" 
said John and Sue Dickinson in a 
statement issued in Launceston, 
southwestern England- 

“The news, some days later, that 
someone had been apprehended for 
this terrible crime was a small con¬ 
solation. It now seems we have 
been denied even this,** they said. 

hope that the authorities 
will redouble their efforts to catch 
the culprit. The man who robbed 
Caroline of her future, and us of a 
lovely daughter, will not be free to 
commit such crime again," they 
said. 

In Saint-Malo, northwestern 
France, judicial sources said on 
Tuesday that analysis ofDNA taken 
from Patrice Fade, a 39-year-old 
homeless man said to have a history 
of sex attacks, (fid not match sperm 
found on the victim's body 

Fade was arrested on July 20 at - 
Sourdeval in Normandy and imme¬ 
diately confessed the crime to gen¬ 


darmes and then to 


charge of the case. . ' .’•r. 7 '?- : ; 

However, judicial 

second man, the actual ■■ 

might, have been hdped 
who they said may h^hewt^:^ 
murderer even if he h^Lootn^ed^ 
the girL . 
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second suspect because 


have been attacked and - 

out her roommates being 
The girt was xrqwd and sj^br v : 
cated in the early houraof J qly .ffi \ 
in a dormitory at fteioife i g- dG u- 


Thieves PuB 
■ S. Africa’s v 


' r ° r 


Biggest Jobbery : 

DURBAN, Soufe.'Aftfca-..^4I^e J! .'-•• 
armed rubbers on Tbesd^fidfed . 
off South Africa's biggest-ever' 
heist, stealing 43 nulljoa rand . 1 , 


Court Injunction and Money 
Offers Come Too Late 


LONDON — A London court 
order and thousands of pounds in 
private offers to a woman all 
proved too late Tuesday when it 
was announced that a planned 
abortion that has stirred up major 
controversy was already over and 
done with. 

The unidentified 28-year-old 
woman had received offers total¬ 
ing £46,000 ($70,000) not to have 
the abortion after a Sunday news¬ 
paper reported she wanted to have 
one of twin fetuses terminated be¬ 
cause she was poor and unable to 
cope financially. 

An anti-abortion group suc¬ 
cessfully applied to a London 
court Tuesday for an injunction 
banning the abortion. 

Then a hospital spokesman con¬ 
firmed that the operation had al¬ 
ready taken place, but he refused 
to say when. 

The money offers included 
£25,000 ($40,0001 from a London 
couple pledged to the Society for 
the Protection of Unborn Children 
(SPUC), and £20,000 ($30,000) 
from a businessman to the Chris¬ 
tian radio station Premier Radio. 

A London specialist. Professor 
Robert Winston, was critical of 
the proposed donations, saying the 
cash had been "unethically of¬ 
fered. ” 

"They should ask themselves, 
if they really want to protect life, 
why don’t they give that money to 
a good cause either in Ethiopia or 
perhaps the children in Bosnia,” 
he said. 

An Italian group. Movement 
for Life, offered the woman £140 
(5710) a month if she chose not to 
abort. 


The woman's obstetrician, 
.Phillip Bennett of Loudon's Queen 
Charlotte Hospital, was quoted in 
a Sunday press report as saying he 
agreed to the "selective termina¬ 
tion” of one of the healthy fetuses 
as a way of saving the other. 

The hospital spokesman said: 
’Professor Bennett has spoken to 
die woman who is happy for us to 
'confirm that the operation has 
taken place. She is adamant die 
does not want any more details put 
out." 

In the press report, Bennett was 
quoted as saying: "Killing one 
healthy twin sounds unethical, but 
my colleagues and I concluded this 
week that it would be better to 
terminate one pregnancy as soon 
as possible and leave one alive 
than to lose two babies.” 

Bennett explained his patient 
had wanted to terminate her preg¬ 
nancy entirely, and that the possi¬ 
bility of a partial abortion was 
raised only after she told doctors 
she would continue the pregnancy 


if she were only carrying one 
baby. 

A spokeswoman of foe SPUC, ■ 
which made foe successful court 
injunction application said: * 
There have been a number of 
other offers of help, adoption,- 
chfid-minding and baby-clothes;”: - 

The SPUC decided to make foe 
court application after the various 
offers of financial support. 

"We would not want her to 
dunk we are trying to bribe her, " 
said Jack Scaridwick, spokesman 
for the group Life. 

"We are tryingto say, ‘Please . 
don't do something which is bor- 
rible, which is liable to haunt you 
.forever, and which is going to 
cause all sorts of trauma and 
grief." 

Professor Wendy Savage, a gy¬ 
necologist, said she was unhappy 
about foe methods of foe anti-abor¬ 
tion groups. She regretted that the 
woman's medicaThistory had been 
aired in public with an "auction” 
of an unborn child. yafpi 


pany here* pofice said Tuesday - ’ 
Police spokesmanBahi Naidoo ’ 
said the thieves held up&BV Serv- v. - 
ices, an armored iransport firm, iu 
Vfestmead on foe outskirts ofDnr-r: .* 
ban early Tuesday morning.. - 
Witresses tald patice the five - , 
men entered foe. budding holding .‘li 
one af foe security guardsatj^m- 


- Severer guwdsand about 20. em¬ 
ployees were then locked in a room 
while foe robbers ranaacked die 
establishment, the witnesses: 
added.• 

: The thieves lo ad ed die money 
and some firearms into two com¬ 
panyvehicles and fled, leaving be- 
hindseveral boxes containing tens 
of thousands of rand, acconfingto 

Johannesburg's Daily Star newspa¬ 
per. 

Another police spokesman said 
an intensive investigation had been 
launched, including 'a hetficopteA 
search, but the robbers speared to 
have vanished "without a. trace.’’;;-... 

One of two vehicles usedbyfoe 
robbers as a getaway cat; was found. 
abandoned in another Durban sub- 
urb sometime: before noon.foe 
spokesman said. 

- SBV Services later jmxxmced a' 
one million rand ($224,000) re¬ 
ward for anyone gjvingmformattaa 
leading to the arrest and conviction 
of the thieves. (MP> .■ 
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Police Fear Backpacker 
Murderer Claimed More Victims 


SYDNEY — Investigations have 
been reopened into the murder 
nine years ago of a teenager now 
believed to have been an eighth 
victim of Australia's convicted 
backpacker murderer, police 
sources said Wednesday. 

Detectives who helped send 
roadworker Ivin Milat, 51, to jail 
for life are also leading an exten¬ 
sive search of a forest west of 
here, which they fear may have 
been MMat’s second burial 


Tomoted « by Himself 

General Obiang was the only offi- era!. 

cer above the rank of colonel in his The radio monitored in Libre- 

countiy’s army, but another presi- vflle announced a series of army 
dential decree promoted his appointments to mark the I7fo an- 
brother Colonel Antonio Obiang niversaiy of Obiang's accession to 
Nguema, foe national security power in a coup which overthrew 
chief, to foe rank of brigadier gen- his uncle on August 3,1979. 

(AFP) 


ground. 

The body of 18-year-old Peter 
Letcher was discovered by bush- 
walkers in foe area - foe Jenolan 
State Forest, about 160 kilometers 
(100 miles) west of Sydney - in 
January 1988. 

Reports Wednesday said 
though Letch e r's death occurred 
two years before foe first of Mi- 
lai’s known victims was found, a 
few kilometers away in the Belan- 
glo State Forest, foe murders had 
many common features. 

Letcher was killed in a similar 
uianner — his body was riddled 
with bullets and was left in'a state : 
forest covered by branches dose 
to a walking trade. No motive was 
ever discovered for the killing of 
foe youth, an unemployed saw- 
miller from foe towir of Bathurst. 


The Sydney Morning Herald 
quoted a police officer as sayings 
“There isa very strong chance that 
this-is one oflvanMilat’s vic¬ 
tims." - - 

Police are now. looking: for 
spent cartridges and ctther -evi-' - 
dence to link the murders and plau 
a foree-day search for more bodies- 4 . 
in foe Jenolan forest 

The police media unit here 
wouktnotcbmmentoa foe repents, - 
but other police sources confirmed 
to AFP that the^reports were seed- - 
rate. ’ - .j 

Milat, 51; was convicted 11 
days ^go fbllowing a fbwvmonfo 
trial over file murders of -seven 
young backpackers, three Ger- - 
man,.two BIrtish-and two Austra- 
Iian_ He received seven., life 
sentences. : r \\ (dFP) ^- 
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Global Biodiversity Assessment 
Report Released 


(j£^ first Global Biodiversity 
t-J Assessment rqx>rt, released' 
oa November 14 by UNBP, bas 
concluded that the Barth’s biologi¬ 
cal resources are wider serious 
threat. The damage being done to¬ 
day— largely as a result of human 
activities— would limit the range 
of options that people will have in 
the future. Little progress had also 
been made in establishing the sci¬ 
entific foundations to conserve and 
-benefit - from biological diversity 
and its components. 

The 1,-140-page report is the 
most comprehensive analysis of the 
science of biological diversity ever 
attempted. Ponded by the Global 
* Environment Facility 1 and UNEP, 
the independent and peer-reviewed 
assessment is the work of over 
1,500 scientists and experts from 
all parts of the world. 

In contrast to the climate change 
and ozone layer, treaties, the biodi¬ 
versity treaty was not preceded by 
a comprehensive scientific assess¬ 
ment, partly because the field of 
biological diversity is very com¬ 
plex and because biodiversity re¬ 
searchers and observation systems 
are much more decentralized and 
location specific. 

The-assessment focused bn 
evaluating the scientific under- 
standing of biodiversity’s various 
components— ecosystem, species 
and genes—and. on. identifying 
gaps in the knowledge base that 
should be taigeted for fating re- ■ 
search. 

While great advances had been 
made ixneeentyeafs» scientists still 



UN stamps for endangered 
species (1996) 

had only a very incomplete under¬ 
standing of the Earth's biological 
diversity, the report stated. Gaps in 
data were enormous and estimates 
- could sometimes differ by orders of 
magnitude. 

The assessment found that eco¬ 
systems of all lands were under 
pressure worldwide. Coastal and 
lowland areas, wetlands, native 
grasslands and marry types of for¬ 
ests and woodlands had been par¬ 
ticularly affected or destroyed. In 
the early .to mid-1980s, hnmid 
tropical forests had been losing 
nearly 25 million acres annually or 
just under 1 percent globally. Dry 
tropical forests might have lost even 
more area, and 10 percent of the 
232,000 square miles of coral reefs 
m the world had already been 
eroded beyond recovery. 

The report estimated that only 
13 percent of the 13-14 million 
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species on Earth bad been scientifi¬ 
cally described. It also noted that 
some26,000plant species and 5,44 
ani m al species that had been re¬ 
corded as threatened with extinc¬ 
tion were fax from the real total. 
Flowering plants and vertebrate 
animals had recently become ex¬ 
tinct at over 50 to 100 times the 
average expected natural rate. 

The report concluded that biodi¬ 
versity management must go far 
beyond simply esta b lis hi ng isolated 
nature reserves or setting up agri¬ 
cultural seed banks. Instead, it 
must be fully integrated into all 
aspects of landscape management, 
including agriculture, socioe-- 
conomics and other relevant fields. 

(Courtesy UN Chronicle) 


Meningitis Under 
Control, Says 
Official 

MAPUTO — A meningitis epi¬ 
demic in Mozambique's northern 
Cabo Delgado Province is under 
control, the Head of the Health 
Ministry’s Epidemiology Depart¬ 
ment Avertino Barreto said Tues¬ 
day. 

The epidemic started in June in 
Namuno and quickly spread into 
the neighboring districts of 
Balama, Montepuez. and Chiure, 
where 719 cases and 44 deaths 
were registered between June and 
last Friday. 

Barreto announced that a vacci¬ 
nation program to cover the high 
risk areas, such as military bar¬ 
racks, boarding schools, prisons 
and creches, would be launched 
soon. 

Barreto beaded a medical team 
working in the affected areas over 
the past two weeks. (AFP) 


Israeli Researchers Report Breaktliroogh 
in Herpes Tmitnirat 


Executive Beats Stress 
by Buying a Field 


BEERSHEVA — Israeli re¬ 
searchers have developed an anti¬ 
viral ointment based on extracts 
from algae which they say will pro¬ 
vide an effective treatment for her¬ 
pes, according to press reports 
Tuesday. 

Researchers at Ben Gurion Uni¬ 
versity in this southern Israeli city 
said laboratory tests on mice and 
rabbits had shown the cream to be 
effective against both the herpes 
simplex virus, which attacks the 
skin and nervous system, and an¬ 
other form of the virus which 
causes highly infectious genital 
herpes. 

Current herpes treatment usu¬ 
ally involves the synthetic drug acy¬ 
clovir, which impedes 
reproduction of the viral DNA. 

But doctors say that the medicine 


is expensive and can cause side 
effects and that there have been 
reports of increasing viral resis¬ 
tance to the drug- 

The head of the Ben Gurion 
Team, Professor Shoshana Arad of 
the university's Applied Life Sci¬ 
ences Institute, said the newly de¬ 
veloped cream, derived entirely 
from natural substances, has “no 
significant side effects, even during 
long-term use.” 

She said clinical trials would be¬ 
gin soon and that the product could 
be on the market within three years. 

Ben Gurion University has sold 

development and marketing rights 
for the cream to the Swiss drugs 
firm Debiopharm. 

(AFP) 


LONDON—An overworked Brit¬ 
ish executive has found her own 
way to beat stress — by buying a 
meadow set in picturesque country- 
ride and sitting in it. 

Senior Management Consultant 
Margaret Gordon forked out 5,500 
pounds ($8,000) to buy the 1.5 acre 
(0.6 hectare) field in Hampshire, 
southern England, and claims sbe 
has found an idyllic sanctuary from 
the modem world. 

Gordon, 43, who earns 30,000 
pounds ($45,000) a year advising 
executives in public companies and 
local government how to tackle 
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stress, packs her deck chair and 
drives the 16 kilometers (10 miles) 
from her home to the meadow at 
the end of a hard week's work. 

Sbe unwinds by simply sitting 
alone in the field and reading, tak¬ 
ing in the view, or listening to the 
birdsong. 

“A field costs less than the aver¬ 
age secondhand car and has virtu¬ 
ally no running costs,” she said 
Tuesday. 

“And instead of depreciating, it 
will become an heirloom. 1 intend 
to pass mine on to my two chil¬ 
dren,” she added. OtFPj 


Cigarette Sales Drag After 
Smoking Ban 


BELTING — A ban on smoking in 
public places has caused cigarette 
sales to plunge by almost 40 per¬ 
cent in the southern Chinese city of 
Guangzhou, the Xinhua news 
agency reported Monday. 

Citizens of this boom city bought 
393,950 packets of cigarettes in 
June, down a massive 39.7 percent 
from the same period a year earlier, 
the report said. 

“It is not uncommon now to see 
a smoker on the city’s streets 
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greeted with a storm of protest 
from passersby,” die article said. 

All of China's major cities have 
implemented bans on smoking in 
public places, but the regulation 
has met with less success in Beijing 
and Shanghai where hardened 
smokers still light up without ap¬ 
probation. 

China is the world's largest to¬ 
bacco producer and consumer, 
with 350 million regular smokers. 

(AFP) 

Female Sperm 
Whales Show 
"Family Values M 

WASHINGTON - Sperm whales 
form families of several females 
and their offspring, usually 
fathered by the same male, and 
spend years together, according to 
a study of whale social 
organization conducted along die 
equator. 

The female sperm whales and 
their offspring of both sexes form 
groups of 10 to 30 animals, in 
which the adults apparently share 
the raising of the offspring, ac¬ 
cording to the most recent edition 
of the proceedings of the National 
Academy of Science. 

The study — done by scientists 
from the Dalhousie University in 
Halifax, Canada, using genetic 
analyses of members of three com¬ 
munities — found that the children 
had the same father. 

The researchers concluded that 
the females in the group remain 
together for years, perhaps for 
their entire lives. The male — who 
does not live with the group — 
joins them for several hours from 
time to time, impregnating two or 
three of the females in a visit. 

Young male whales leave the 
group around age six, the study 
found. (AFP) 

B THOUGHT || 

MAN adjusts to what he should 
not, he is unable to adjust to what 
he should. 

_ African 

_ Ameiran author 

PRAYER 

Noon.13:10 

Evening.20:21 

Dawn (tomorrow}.4:36 

Sunrise (tomorrow).6:20 


<* 7 T 7«9 iPf&P 




















PAGE 8 advertisements 


PI 


TEHRAN TIMES 


AUGUST 8,1996 


jj 


a® 



TUB ULTIMA TE MS BEAL ESTA TE 

TEL- 2049292 - (24 lines) 

# 31. 31 on A It ICES A A Fit If'A 

-JFlSfTlOX 


LuxuKsoys Api 

AFrica 

300 sq.m, 4 bedrSy 
nicely furnished, 
parquetJlr., 2 
baths, indoor pool, 
sauna & Jacuzzi. 
UTr. F. Khalsji 
Td S Fax: 204957S 







Sales & Rentals 

Residential & Commercial Property 

Tel: 200 5708 


W’e don’t 
waste 
vour time. 

W'M out 
experience in 
ReaG Sstate, 
yon wM 6e sure 
to find t&aOegt 



i*' 


TEHRAN VIEW GRAND REAL ESTATE 


No. 48, Moilasadra Ave.. Vanak Sq. 
Tel: 8783441-4 (40 sines). 

Mr. Ghanizadeh 


omt& 


^NO M- 


We are working to 
be No. 1 for you! 
Why not try us and 
discover it yourself. 




The Embassy of Switzerland in Tehran, 13/1, 
Boustan Ave., Elahiyeh, P.O. Box 19395-4683, 19649 
Tehran, is selling by way of auction a NISSAN 
PATHFINDER, year 1987, 59,000 miles. 

Applicants wishing to participate in this closed bid 
may see the car and place a bid from Sunday August 
11,1996 for three days from I p.m. to 3 p.m. Closed 
bids, addressed to the Administration Office should 
be received no later than Monday August 19, 1996. 

Any chaiges regarding taxes, custom duties, 
changing of ownership, etc. will be the solej 
responsibility of the buyer. 

The Embassy of Switzerland reserves the right to 
accept or refuse any offer. Payment or any chaige will j 
be by banker’s check upon acceptance of the bid. 


'AN 

HOUSING AGENCY 

We Offer You the Best. 



m «s?i 5 h 

mils 

One story, 3 bedrs, f. firm., 
c/g, chauffage, tel, with 
decorations: lusters & 
pictures. 

C? ' /QpG 


PERSIAN 

Kuglisli. Knr-uc-li, Ilgduui, Spuall 

iu3 months 2217161 


UHRN 

Ixllltar 2217161 



MANY YEARS YOUNGER AND 
STAYYOUNG 
jKHANEH MOO! 

The First 
Institute of 
Hair 

Treatment 
in Iran* 

Tel: 

898423 
8892281 

Addres: Vali-e-Asr Sl just beside AfnaftTmema 


\ denjak Penthouse 

270 sq.m, 3 bedrs, f. fum., garden, 
s/p, Tehran view, terrace. 

24041 h'{ Alter 1 p.m. 


’ M 


Near Laleh Paris 

Apt., 75 sq.m. 2 bedrs. 
Call LucasTel: 6439168 



ror Resit 

Assad Abadi — Mostofl 

I Apt., 140 sq.m, 2 bedrs, very nice, 
I pkg., elevator, w. flr. 


8701640 



KHORASAN TURQUOISE STORE 
Gold, Jewels — Hassani 
Brothers, No. 115, opposite 
Enghelab Hotel, Tnlegahni 

Ave. TiHLg aamM 


Rook Hall 

The center for buying and selling 
hand-written and published 
bools of history, art, travelogun 
and novel Other antiques arc 
also bargained. 

if/d.: # 155 , 

Mirza-ye-Shirazi St. 

I' Tel: 88418 51 -8830295 



SIMORGH-PA CK 

international packers s movers 

_ WANTS YOU 

TO SA VE & ENJOY YOUR MOVE! 

FOR FREE ESTIMATE CONTACT: 

TEL: 884 6758 & 884 6759 FAX: 884 8844 

38 FOBS AT A VL, FERD0WS1, SQ., TEHRAN 15816IRAH 





Save lime 
and Money 

call us for free assistance. 

The 850 Housing Agency is ready to 
help with the computerized network 
systems and experienced agents. 

The 250 HOUSING AGENCY 

Tel: 8 74 74 74 or Twice 850 4 
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Rasht tern Zam Company 
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EngineerJahan-Ara, manag¬ 
ing director of Raitot Zam Zam 
Co. took ptot in an interview 
the Tihmn Times reporter at 
Axxzafi liair and elaborated on the 
achievements and objectives of 
his company: . 

Founded in 1958, Rasht Zam"' 
Zam Gompany became operational 
mi963.TlK:coinpanyismain]y 
active in production and distribu¬ 
tion of beverages according to na¬ 
tion^ Standard^-company 
handles quality control operations 
to offer high quality products. The 
goal has been achieved to a great 
deal thus far; 

. t>nc to the management replace- 
.•^Bnt, utilization of the state-of-the- 
art technology along with the latest 
scientific and industrial achieve¬ 
ments in the field, also measures . 
taken toward the mechanization of 
the company; Rasht 7am Zam Co. 
can accomptiafr too goal stHl more 
if it is supported financially. 

Also Engineer Rahhnzadeh, 
commercial manager of toe com¬ 
pany attended the interview saying, 
jgtfplus of family products pack¬ 
aged in P.E.T dishes for toe first 
time in the province can be ex¬ 
ported to other markets regarding 
ease of transportation from Anzali 
Ptwt. . 

t The said project can create em¬ 
ployment opportunities in toe. prov¬ 
ince and also attracts hard 
currency, if responsible provincial 
authorities support the project fi- 
nanedany. • 

“It should be mentioned that in 




Friday Prayer Leader of the prov¬ 
ince. Ayatollah Ehsan-Bakhsh. 
province’s popular Gowmor Gen¬ 
eral Engineer Tahaei, General Di¬ 
rector of Province Industries 
Engineer Akhnondzadeh and pro¬ 
vincial officials as well as manage¬ 
ment of toe group. 




Rasht Za m Zam Co. products for 
the first quarter of the current year 
exceed 46.5 million bottles that 
shows a 66% growth as compared 
ti\ last \ ear's rate. 


■ Vf 



APPLICATION FOR BUYING 1 

Please read information brochure before completing this application, j 

I- Name: Mr./Mrs. 2- Company. i 

3- Address:. > 

Tel. Fax. Telex. t 



j Orange 
j I-emon lame 


Type of Beverage 
Cola Zam Zam 



[ Sport Drink 
f Doogh (yoghurt & water) 


I^emnn Mix (lemon & orange) 
Cola Mix (rota & orange) 

Diet 






''j&t&k 



r* l Z 




j Packinc Spcciftcsticr. 

| 280ml (bottle) - 300nil (P.E.T) 

| SOOmI (P.E.T) - I-5fit (P.E.T) - 21it (P.E.T) 

| 300ml (can) 

j - 

f Please write your orders in this part. 

| Type of Beverage & Packing Specification 


Number of Bottles! 


Vl' *A 'i «• ’ j •« 


mm 


S* 

tandem with the development poli- present tills company shares 70% proper decision-making has glari- 
cies of the company and participat- of the provincial market’s distribu- fied the company throughout the 


ing in a safe competition with other tion,” said the engineer. 

commies in the fid J Rasht te ^ to ^gi- 

Zam has enjoyed an 80% growth as r . . , . .> 

neer Jahan-Aras scientific man- 

compared with that of last yeac At agement and planning and said his 


province. 

The goal has been achieved 
through warmhearted support of 
\feli-e Faqih Representative and 


We will consider your application and will send a list of prices to you. j 
Please write name and address of person, firm, etc. that it is to he i 
delivered to. ( 

Please accept our thanks for your cooperation in this matter. \ 

Signature : 


Address: Rrtshl Zam Zam Co.. Imam Khomeini Bhd.. 
Opposite Tobacco Co. 

Tel: 0131 39402-3 K;i\: 3S.S39 
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i. - Islamic Repitofic of Iran 

Ministry of Agriculture 

a.s^.c 

f? ^ Tat Y j F ^ Tl Agricultural Support Services Company 

|| m Wo* 73* Zartosht SL, \^li Asr Ave., Tehran, Iran 

' ' Ra Bax. 14155^351 

Jj* . Td: 855316-23 

Fhx No.: 659^3 Tdex: 212814 FDCIR. 

IN THE NAME OF GOD 

PESITQDES BVTERJVAT10NAL TIMtffi NOTICE 

THE AGRICULTURAL SUPPORT SERVICES COMPANY (ASSC), A COMPONENT 
OF THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN, 
IS CONSIDERING THE PURCHASE OF AROUND 109 ITEMS OF PESTICIDES, 
TECHNICAL MATERIALS AND ADJUVANTS THROUGH AN INTERNATIONAL 
TENDER FROM THEIR BASIC PRODUCERS AND/OR FORMUIATORS UNDER 
THE LICENSE OF BASIC PRODUCERS AND/OR TRADING COMPANIES 
OFFICIALLY REPRESENTING THE TWO FORMER GROUPS OF COMPANIES 
AND/OR ALSO LOCAL PRODUCERS JO R FORMULATORS INSIDE IRAN. 
REGARDING THOSE ITEMS THE PRODUCTION OR FORMULATION OF 
WHICH ARE POSSIBLE INSIDE IRAN, PRIORITY SHALL BE GIVEN TO LOCAL 
PRODUCERS AND FORMULATORS UNDER EUAL CONDITIONS. 

THOSE INTERESTED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE TENDER ARE INVITED TO 
REFER TO THE HEADQUARTERS OF ASSC AT NO. 73, ZARTOSHT STREET, 
VA.LI ASR AVENUE, TEHRAN, IRAN, WITHIN 10 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF 
THIS ADVERTISEMENT FROM 8:00 A.M. UNTIL 4:00 P.M. EVERYDAY EXCEPT 
THURSDAYS AND FRIDAYS TO RECEIVE THE LIST OF THE ITEMS AND THE 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE TENDER. 

AGRICULTURAL SUPPORT SERVICES COMPANY 



ban Vends, the First Manufacturer of 
Wind Generators in ban & Middle East 

Ranging From " KW ?;> ;> 

Usage: Watering f Electrifying, 

Garrisons, Border 
Checkpoints, Airports, 

Parks, Wind Power Plants, 

Factories & Villas 


Mentis ; a great 

STEP TOWARD 
CONSTRUCTION 

TecAnicaC Consultant 
"Noor-Gostar JiAad" 

Tel & Fax: 8022875 
Commercial 
Consultant 
2517379 - 2525870 - 
2508983 
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Fek: 3388214! 
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irrent trends in population 
''growth and industrialization 
ensure that wastes and pollutants 
are released faster than the earth 
can absorb them, and that natural 
resources are consumed faster than 
they can be restored. The produc¬ 
tivity of raw materials will have to- 
be improved four to 10 times over 
if both the needs of the growing 
world population are to be met and 
the planet's life-support systems 
are to be preserved. 

If sustainable development is too 
be achieved, production processes, 
products and services will all have 
to be reoriented towards new-pat¬ 
terns too alleviate environmental 
stress and to increase industrial 
productivity. New policy and man¬ 
agement tools will have to be devel¬ 
oped and used in both government 
and industry. So will environmen¬ 
tally sound technologies which fo¬ 
cus on cleaner and safer 
technologies that prevent pollution 
and use raw materials efficiently. 

This is the perspective that led 
UNEP to launch its Cleaner Pro¬ 
duction Program in 1990. For the 
last five years, UNEP has been 
developing consensus on the con¬ 
cept of cleaner production and pro¬ 
viding information on management 
tools and technologies to make it a 
reality on the ground. It has been 
developing training activities, help¬ 
ing to build up local capabilities 
and identifying barriers to cleaner 
production—and opportunities for 
it — through demonstration activi¬ 
ties. It has also facilitated a network 
exchange of information among 
those involved. 

Cleaner production is a preven¬ 
tive strategy aiming at eliminating 
pollution at source and conserving 
raw materials, including energy 
and water. There is a distinct dif¬ 
ference between this and the tradi¬ 
tional form of environmental 
protection, often called ‘pollution 
control' or ‘waste management*, it 
is about taking proactive steps 
within production systems, 
whereas traditional pollution con¬ 
trol is reactive and aims at curing 
and restoring after the damage has 
taken place. 

The Wtorld Bank estimated in 
1992 that East Asian countries 
alone would have to spend up to $20 
billion every year of this decade 
just to clean up the environmental 
damage brought about by their 
rapid industrialization and popula¬ 
tion growth. By contrast, there is 
repeated, proven evidence that 
cleaner production makes good im¬ 
mediate economic sense as well as 
being an investment in future sus¬ 
tainable development 

Small Investment, Fast 
Payback 

UNEP and its government and 

industry partners have developed 


hundreds of case studies, which are 
reported in UNEP’s cleaner pro¬ 
duction booklets and on its data¬ 
base. These provide convincing 
examples that cleaner production 
can be achieved in companies of all 
sizes. The investments are often 
small, between $20,000 and 
$100,000. and the paybacks very 
short, six months to two years. The 
paybacks result from savings in the 
use of raw materials and the need 
for waste treatment, and from in¬ 
creased workers’ safety. The com¬ 
pany also improves its image. 
Indeed, cleaner production — are 
called eco-efficiency, waste mini¬ 
mization or pollution prevention — 
is the main path towards reconcil¬ 
ing environmental protection and 
economic development 

Cleaner production can be 
achieved in several ways, including 
changing attitudes, applying man¬ 
agement tools and using improved 
technology. Cleaner production 
assessments are particularly im¬ 
portant: They can identify options 
for improved housekeeping, substi¬ 
tutes for toxic materials and new 
technologies for processes. So are 
life-cycle assessments, which can 
improve product design. UNEP, 
with its partners, has been contrib¬ 
uting to sharing information on 
tools like these and helping to pro¬ 
mote their implementation. 

Working groups of internation¬ 
ally recognized experts from 
around the world collect up-to-date 
information and organize seminars 
and workshops.. There are cur¬ 
rently eight formal groups. Two of 
them cover education and policy 
strategies and instruments. The 
other six are organized by specific 
industrial sectors: Metal finishing, 
textiles, leather tanning, biotech¬ 
nology, food and sustainable pro¬ 
duction development 

Building capacity within an or¬ 
ganization — whether it be in gov¬ 
ernment or the private sector — is 
the most effective way to ensure 
that the philosophy of cleaner pro¬ 
duction is implemented. The 
Cleaner Production Program has 
increasingly focused, in partner¬ 
ship with other organizations, on 
promoting self-sustaining pro¬ 
grams in developing countries and 
in countries in transition. 

Cleaner Production 

Centers 

UNEP has joined forces with the 
United Nations Industrial Develop¬ 
ment Organization (UNIDO) to 
support the establishment of Na¬ 
tional Cleaner Production Centers 
(NCPCs) in a number of countries. 
These are to play a catalytic role in 
promoting cleaner production fay 
providing technical information 
and advice, stimulating demonstra¬ 
tions of techniques and training in¬ 
dustry and government 



professionals. The centers are de¬ 
signed to be managed by experi¬ 
enced citizens of the country 
concerned and to work closely with 
governments, industry and acade¬ 
mia. So far, eight centers have been 
established through this partner¬ 
ship and UNEP also promotes die 
establishment of NCPCs in other 
countries with other sources of 
funding. It has drawn on the expe¬ 
rience gained fay these centers to 
develop guidance documents, 
which contain practical informa¬ 
tion on how to operate an NCPC 
and how to conduct cleaner produc¬ 
tion assessments and audits. A 
newsletter helps the exchange of 
information on NCPC activities. 

The Cleaner Production Project 
in the People’s Republic of China 
provides another example of 
UNEP's catalytic and capacity 
building role. Here — through the 
combined funding and expertise of 
the World Bank, UNEP and die 
National Environmental Protection 
Agency of China — a program of 
audits was carried out in 20 indus¬ 
trial facilities, with the aims of 
demonstrating benefits and of train¬ 
ing Chinese experts who could in 
turn train others and disseminate 
the new approach. Demonstration 
activities in the cement and pulp 
and paper industries have been car¬ 
ried out in Egypt, Senegal and 
Zimhabue with the aim of identi¬ 
fying cleaner production opportu¬ 
nities and barriers in developing 
countries. 

More generally, UNEP has con¬ 
ducted seminars and workshops at 
local or subregional level. These 
are targeted not just at industry 
managers and government offi¬ 
cials, but also at the university pro¬ 
fessors who are educating the 
decision makers of tomorrow. The 
corresponding training materials 
are available. 

Cleaner production has become 
common parlance since 1990 and 
many programs and project': are 
now blossoming throughout the 
world. There are now 41 NCPCs 
operating in 35 countries, while 



110 organizations in SI countries 
are involved in the UNEP network. 

Promoting Partnerships . 

UNEP has been promoting 
partnerships to achieve greater syn¬ 
ergy and better results and to make 
more efficient use of very limited 
resources. These involve other 
United Nations or international or¬ 
ganizations (such as UNIDO, the 
World Bank, the United Nations 
regional commissions, the Organi¬ 
zation for Economic Cooperation 
and Development and the European 
Union), industry or industry asso¬ 
ciations (particularly the World 
Business Council for Sustainable 
Development and its eco-efficiency 
program) and many nongovern¬ 
mental organizations, universities, 
governments and individuals. 

Every two years, UNEP con¬ 
venes a high level seminar to re-. 
view worldwide progress, assess 
barriers and recommend future 
orientations: The next will be 
hosted by the government of foe 
United Kingdom in Oxford in Sep¬ 


tember 1996. UNEP hopes that ef¬ 
fective results will be reported — 
but it is also well aware that greater 
efforts, involving all sectors of so¬ 
ciety and every individual, will be 
necessary. 

As Elizabeth Dowdeswell, 
UNEP's executive director, put it 
recently: ’’Building sustainable 
consumption and production pat¬ 
terns globally is a task of immense 
complexity. It means changing the 
underlying economic principles, 
including the relationship between 
the North and the South, in a coop¬ 
erative long-term endeavor. It 
means examining our societal goals' 
and lifestyles, injecting an ethical 
p erspective to our action, it means 
living with the ecological limits of- 
our planet and the social limi ts of 
society.” . 

Cleaner Production In 
Practice 

* A cement company in Indo-. 

•, nesia has used cleaner pro¬ 
duction techniques to 


improve process contr$ 
thus saving $350,000a year. 
The payback period was less 
than 12 months. 

* A metal treatment company 
in Singapore installed a new 

- cleaner production process 
that saved $87,000 a year. 
The payback period was two 
years. 

* A decision to recycle duJfc 
mi urn in a Greek tannery re¬ 
duced chro mium pollution 
and waste from about 30 to 
about 4 percent and saved 
$43,500 a year. The pay¬ 
back period was 11 months. 

A study of painting proc¬ 
esses in a Pbiish steel indus¬ 
try suggests that changing 
tire technology could reduce 
wastes, cut down on solvent 
and paint use and save thou¬ 
sands of dollars a year—for 
a capital investment that 

- would be repaid in a few 
months. 


Simple Life Form May Have 
Existed on Mars ♦ 


WASHINGTON — A simple, mi¬ 
croscopic form of life that resem¬ 
bles bacteria may have existed on 
■ Mars some three billion years ago, 
| the National Aeronautics and 
\ Space Administration (NASA) an- 
: nounced recently. 
p Evidence of life on the red planet 

| was found in a meteorite from Mars 
| that landed on earth about 13,000 
j years ago, said NASA administra¬ 
tor Daniel Goldin in a statement. 

“The evidence is exciting, even 
compelling, but not conclusive.** 
Goldin said. 

“I want everyone to understand 
that we are not talking about ‘little 
green men.* These are extremely 
small, single-cell structures that 
somewhat resemble bacteria on 
earth,” he said. "There is no evi¬ 
dence or suggestion that any higher 
life form ever existed on Mars.” 

In London, the BBC reported 
quoting from a leaked NASA re¬ 
port that the meteorite — which 
was discovered in Antarctica in 
1984 — contains crude fossils from 
primitive micro-organisms. 

Under a powerful microscope, 
NASA scientists saw shapes on the 
melon-sized meteorite which 
looked like tiny bacteria that lived 
on earth some 3.5 billion years ago, 
according to the BBC. 

The meteorite from Mars is be¬ 
lieved to have blasted away from the 
red planet’s sur face during a violent 
storm, and any primitive forms of ' 


Martian life could have hitched to 
earth. 

British scientists at the Natural 
History Museum in London have 
also studied fragments of the mete¬ 
orite and found remnants of organic 
material possibly from under¬ 
ground water reserves. 

Mars boasts a number of dried 
river beds and it is thought that 
subterranean pools could provide a 


home for simple life forms. . 

A scientist at the Natural History 
Museum said the findings, .if cor¬ 
rect, were some of the most sensa¬ 
tional in scientific history. 

“It's entirely possible that very, 
very primitive organisms might 
have arisen,” Monica Grady told 
the BBC. 

(Contd onPg.14) 


Compaq Launches * 
Workstation 


HOUSTON, Texas — Compaq 
Computers, the world’s largest pro¬ 
ducer of personal computers, an¬ 
nounced Monday it was creating a 
workstation division for the busi¬ 
ness market 

“The formation of our worksta¬ 
tion division, particularly as da or¬ 
ganization within our newly 
announced enterprise computing 
group, is critical to Compaq's ex¬ 
panded global leadership goal and 
our ability to offer customers com¬ 
prehensive ’ distributed enterprise 
computing solutions.” Compaq 

senior, vice president John Rose . 
said in a statement 

The new workstations will be 
equipped with the Microsoft Win¬ 
dows NT operating system. 


The company plans to begin 
marketing the workstations in the' 
last quarter of 1996, Gompaqsaid. 

The.use of now Pentium Pro 
microprocessors will help keep foe 
cost of the workstations down, foe 
company added. * 

Other computer makers, includ¬ 
ing Hewlett-Packard; and Digjfal 
■ ■ Equipment Corp. already sell 

workstations but Compaq promises 
to “offer extremely attractive 
price/performaace alternatives to 
proprietary workstation solutions 
from traditional Unix/RISC-based 
vendors,” the compaity said. 

According'-to-an estimate by 
Dataquest, workstations only rep¬ 
resented $881 million of the $14.2. 
billion computer nxrzkfit in 1995. 
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-.... ,"“ L ** 1 , ^S 1 UNITED NATIONS — The 
*•*. ?* United Nations is taking a back 

... . seig^Wij.seat ilr the aftermath of the 
_fr=r fi =5 ^ Burundi coup, preferring to adapt 
^ a "wait and see*attitude while (he 
* r . jT^untiy’s African neighbors take 

the lead, diplomats here say. 
Asked by reporters whether the 
'•" :; ^. 1 ;UN Security Council would sup- 
J port African economic sanctions 

*“"■to protest the coup which returned 
... rl the Tutsi minority to power, coira- 

tapetf^, cil president Toao Eifel of Ger- 
"■; d_ Cir! - many said, "That is not decided 

y^" ,-. : - 

However, Western diplomats 
said that in the absence of any 
■ m specific request from Burundi's 
neighbors for Security Council ac¬ 
tion, the sanctions issue has not 
■'jfea been discussed by the coun¬ 
cil's 15 members. 


UN Takes 
After Burundi Coup 


Thieve 


S. Africa 
B ‘ggest Rot^ i 


;; -^VSo* 

SVTfc "’ ."=jKbeT5 
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Kenya, and Tanzania have so far 
imposed the sanctions demanded 
by seven African nations at the 
Afcij. Arusha Summit last week to exert 
pressure on major Pierre Buyoya's 
tr^. regime to restore constitutional 
f jaii -2 43 ^ nde.. 

‘'3u*jaci^ jQl ^ Buyoya, a Tutsi former presi- 
^ ^ ajj^ dent who surrendered power to an 
" 1 *-« 'Jfccted government in 1993, was 

'■» installed inthe'July 25 coup that 

' - ” - ^ ercKrectnapB^ 

! ' n “ ~-**raxz 

" ; :*e-»rv lx p^j 
'-J-rsSBidaj, 

x “■* :, =^r*3i 

^-t.: r^txac THE HAGUE —For the first time 
c^^eiKECt in the trial of suspected war 
criminal Dusah "Dtiskb" Tadic, a 
witness at die UN Internationa] 
Tribunal identified the accused as 
being at the Trnopolje detention 
camp in northwest Bosnia. 

Bosnian Serb Tadic, 40, is ac¬ 
cused of war crimes and crimes 
against humanity. With the trial 
entering its 12th week, Tadic has 
until now denied ever having set 
foot in the camps where, accord¬ 
ing to the charges, he allegedly 
Varied out atrocities. 

Vasif Gutic, a 40-year-old 
Muslim who was a doctor at the 
Trnopolje camp from May to Oc¬ 
tober 1992, told the tribunal that 


ousted President Sylvestns Ntihan- 
tunganya, a Hutu. 

"Certainly any request must 
come from the main players, nota¬ 
bly the OAU (Organization of Af¬ 
rican Unity) and the countries of 
the sub-region," says UN Assis¬ 
tant Secretary-General Lansana 
Kouyate, responsible for African 
affairs. 

But in the light of the disastrous 
humanitarian impact; of six-year- 
old UN sanctions on Iraq, the 
United Nations has already or¬ 
dered an assessment of the re¬ 
gional embargo's impact. 

UN spokeswoman Sylvana Foa 
said here that the UN High Com¬ 
missioner for Refugees and the 
World Food Program (WFP) were 
concerned about their supply lines 
into Burundi being cut. 

The Security Council has 
adopted a lower profile since July 
25, after issuing a stern warning as 
Ntibantiinganya fled to the U.S. 
ambassador’s residence on the eve 
of the coup that it would condemn 
any overthrow of the legitimate 
government. 

In the days that followed, the 
council's permanent members, no¬ 
tably France and the United States, 


apparently realized that Buyoya 
was a known quantity who might 
lead Burundi out of the ethnic 
quagmire. 

Chilean Ambassador Juan So- 
mavia was among those in the 
council who unsuccessfully ar¬ 
gued for a condemnation of the 
coup, regardless of whether (he 
new regime was acceptable to 
"certain members" of the council. 

"Then, you sit down and see 
what (he parties are, and obviously 
the one that staged the coup is part 
of the solution," he told AFP. 

Soma via stressed that the coun¬ 
cil would be monitoring the hu¬ 
manitarian situation in Burundi 
closely, although other Western 
diplomats said that no council ac¬ 
tion was likely unless there was a 
sudden catastrophe. 

No Western countries have of¬ 
fered troops for a rapid reaction 
force that might have to intervene 
in Burundi in case of a humanitar¬ 
ian disaster. 

Stale Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums summed up the 
U.S. position: "We hope very 
much that Major Buyoya will 
make every effort to restore con¬ 
stitutional rule and to try to stabi¬ 
lize the situation." 
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he saw Tadic come to die camp to 
deliver a document to lie deputy 
commander. According to the wit¬ 
ness, it was a list of prisoners 
arriving from Kozarac, Tadic's 
home town. 

Tadic, who was accompanied 
by several others including his co¬ 
accused Goran Borovmca, then 
held a. heated discussion with die 
deputy, commander, Gutic told the 
court. He could not be sure of the 
date of the encounter. 

The witness said he knew Tadic 
before die war as a karate instruc¬ 
tor in Kozarac, and also as owner 
of a cafe where Borovnica worked 
as a waiter. 

Earlier, Gutic had described 


the appalling living conditions in 
the Trnopolje camp, a former 
school converted by die Serbs into 
a detention camp for Muslims. 

The doctor spoke for about 20 
minutes on what he had been told 
by some detainees — the youngest 
of whom were 11 or 12 years old 
— raped by Serb guards. 

The women were led in the 
evening to nearby houses where 
they were abused, he said. 

Tadic is accused of having 
killed 13 Muslims and tortured 18 
others in the detention camps and 
during ethnic cleansing operations 
in die Prijedor region in north¬ 
western Bosnia between May and 
December 1992. (AFP) 













AMMAN, Jordan (August 5): King Hussein of Jordan (R) smokes a dgarette while Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu watches a waiter as he puts down a glass of water during a press 
conference al the Royal Palace in Amman Netanyahu arrived in Amman August 5 on his first official 
visit to Jordan for talks with King Hussein and senior Jordanian officials on reviving the peace process 

in the Middle-East and boosting trade links between their two countries. 

-_ (AFP PHOTO] 


"Our primary interest remains 
the prevention of a genocide in 
Burundi," be added. 

According to Kouyate. a 
Guinean national, "at least the 
coup clarified the situation as it 
was the (Tutsi-dominated} army 
that was fighting (he Hutu extrem¬ 
ists." 

He noted that the last doomed 
power-sharing arrangement, with 
a figurehead Hutu president, a 
prime minister from the Tutsis 
who controlled the army, and a 
Parliament dominated by (he Hutu 
majority, had been a recipe for 
trouble. 

But Kouyate was skeptical that 
Buyoya, who has brought Hutu 
moderates into his government, 
would be able to "wave a magic 
wand" to overcome Burundi's 
"very pronounced tribalism" and 
the guerrilla warfare waged by the 
Hutu rebels. (afpj 



KIRYAT ARBA, West Bank (August 5): Palestinian labor workers 
on a new construction site in IGryat Arba, a Jewish settlement 
near the West Bank flashpoint town of Al-Khalil. New Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has sparked anger among 
Arabs after his government agreed to ease restrictions on 
expanding the existing settlements in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

(AFP PHOTO) 


Singapore National Day Comes Amid 
Worries Over Economic Slowdown 


SINGAPORE — Singapore enters 
its 32nd year as an independent 
state on Friday amid worries over 
an economic slowdown ahead of 
looming general elections. 

The stock market is down and 
the property market subdued by a 
government crackdown on specu¬ 
lation. Manufacturing, the engine 
of the island's economy, is losing 
momentum because of a global 
electronics slowdown, analysts 
say. 

Investment House Vickers Bal¬ 
ias warned in a report of "rising 
concern about the economy slow¬ 
ing down sharply" and denting 
corporate earnings. This, it said, 
had caused foreign funds to sell 
down the Singapore stock market. 

The small, affluent city-state 
saw its economy growing 8.8 per¬ 
cent in 1995 after expanding by a 
robust 10 percent in each of the 
previous two years. 

"The economic slowdown is 
obviously going to hit consumers' 
and investors' confidence but the 
stark reality is that Singapore can¬ 
not, continue growing so rapidly 
because it is a maturing econ¬ 
omy," said Desmond Supple, 
economist with British financial 
consultancy IDEA. 

Analysts scaled down Singa¬ 
pore's growth prospects for 1996 
after non-oil domestic exports — a 
key barometer of its economic re¬ 
silience - fell 6.1 percent year-on- 
year in June, the sharpest dive 
since a 1991-1992 slowdown. 

Economic growth in the first 
quarter of 1996 had been a bl ister¬ 
ing 10.7 percent, prompting the 
government to revise upwards its 
growth projection for the whole 
year to 7.5-to-8.5 percenL 

Planners are studying whether 
the forecast should be scaled 
down, and Prime Minister Goh 
Chok Tong's National Day mes¬ 
sage could spell out the economic 
outlook. 

"We believe the second quarter 
growth will now go down to 6.5 
percent, below what the market is 
looking at, around 7.7 percent." 
said Chua Piang Sze, economist 
with Vickers Balias. 

Supple said he did not expect 
the global electronics market to 
recover before the first half of 
L997. 

"While the outlook for the ex¬ 
ternal .sector does not look prom¬ 


ising, there are also no signs of 
recovery in the other sectors of (he 
economy to take the slack caused 
by weak export growth," he said. 

Bank loans have slowed, stock 
market turnover has fallen and 
property transactions dwindled. 

A survey by the Business Times 
and the National University of Sin¬ 
gapore this week showed business 
sentiment had weakened sharply in 
the second quarter, with small 
firms particularly pessimistic 
about second-half prospects. 

But analysts say the gloomy 
economic picture is not expected 
to take the shine off the ruling 
People’s Action Party (PAP) in 
elections expected to be called by 
Prime MinisterGoh before the end 
of the year. 

The opposition only has four 
seats in Singapore's 81-member 
Parliament, dominated by the PAP 
since 1959. 

"The government's record on 
the economy has been good. I 
don’t think there is anything to 


worry voters," said Manminder 
Singh, economist with Nomura 
Research Institute. 

"Singaporeans have seen some 
very good growth rates and I don’t 
think they can blame the govern¬ 
ment purely on external factors," 
he said. 

Singh said the government re¬ 
mained focused on its economic 
policies, particularly its drive to 
attract manufacturing investments 
averaging more than S$10 billion 
($7.14 billion) annually over the 
next 10 years. 

Guided by the government’s 
successful economic strategy, Sin¬ 
gapore has become the world’s 
15th richest country with its three 
million citizens enjoying an annual 
per-capita income of $24,500. 

A former British colony, the 
island with a largely ethnic Chi¬ 
nese population joined the Malay¬ 
sian Federation in 1963 but left 
two years later in a dispute over 


racial rights. 


(AFP) 



IL 

BELGRADE — More than 
100,000 Bosnian refugees living in 
rump Yugoslavia have registered 
to vote in Bosnia's first post-war 
general elections next month, an 
official with the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) said. 

Jean-Pierre Kleiner said that a 
third of the refugees opted to vote 
for candidate lists in their area of 
origin. 

Those voters, mostly Muslims 
who fled areas in Bosnia under 
Croat control, will be able to cast 
their ballots in polling stations in 
Serbia and Montenegro. 

The majority of the refugees 
are Serbs, who plan to vote in the 
Serb entity in Bosnia, the Repub¬ 
lika Srpska, in the area where they 
plan to live. 

Kleiner said that the registra¬ 
tion procedure had gone reason¬ 
ably well and added that a 
representative from the OSCE, 
which is in charge of organizing 
and supervising the September 14 


elections, will be stationed at each 
polling station. 

"Only a few isolated cases of 
intimidation against foe refugees 
were reported," he said. 

The Belgrade Office of the Hel¬ 
sinki Committee on Human Rights 
had earlier said that Bosnian refu¬ 
gees had been pressured to ask to 
vote under a scheme where they 
would cast their ballot in the re¬ 
gion where they plan to later set¬ 
tle. 

An estimated 215,000 refugees 
live in the rump Yugoslavia. 

(AFP) 
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Ms Have Broken Spirit of Karadzic Agreement: OSd 


SARAJEVO — The Bosnian Serbs 
have “broken the spirit” of a pledge 
they made that indicted war crimi¬ 
nal Radovan Karadzic withdraw 
from politics, a Bosnian official 
said on Tuesday. 

Karadzic and other senior Bos¬ 
nian Serb leaders pledged last 
month that the former rebel chief 
would step down from all his politi¬ 
cal posts and not appear in public 
or on television. 

However, Robert Frowick, Che 
head of the Organization for Secu¬ 
rity and Cooperation in Europe 
mission responsible for overseeing 
the September national poll said the 
Serbs had failed to keep their word 
on the U.S.-brokered accord. 

“I would say that the spirit of 
(this agreement) has been put into 
question by (recent) develop¬ 
ments," Frowick told reporters a 
day after holding talks with the 
Serb leadership. 

In violation of the July agree¬ 
ment, Serb-controlled media have 
broadcast prominent pictures of 
Karadzic while he himself has at¬ 


tended various meetings of his rul¬ 
ing SDS Party. 

The agreement brokered by the 
U.S. envoy Richard Holbrooke, 
was intended to keep Karadzic who 
has been indicted by the Interac¬ 
tional Criminal Tribunal for die 
former Yugoslavia out of the elec¬ 
tion in line with a peace accord ban 
on indicted war criminals bolding 
office. 

Frowick said the Serb leadership 
promised that such “direct abuses" 
of the agreement would end. How¬ 
ever, he said it would be difficult to 
enforce a ban on the ubiquitous 
posters of Karadzic that are plas¬ 
tered around Republika Srpska, the 
Bosnian Serb entity that occupies 
one half of the country. 

“Wfe were told that Karadzic’s 
photograph would not appear at 
political events, but (they argued) 
that you cannot keep people from 
putting posters up in their homes 
but at political events you can con¬ 
trol that, and they would," Frowick 
said. 

However, Frowick admitted that 


Algeria Opposition Bows Out 
of Presidential Talks 


ALGIERS — One of Algeria’s 
main opposition parties dealt a 
blow Tuesday to President Liamine 
ZeruuaTs aims of bringing political 
harmony to the troubled North Af¬ 
rican country, against a backdrop 
of continuing fightings. 

“The FFS (Socialist Forces 
Front) has decided to withdraw 
from die process underway until 
conditions for a real dialogue, un¬ 
der a comprehensive political ac¬ 
cord, come together,” party leader 
Seddick Debaili told a press confer¬ 
ence. 

Debaili was speaking after an 
overnight bomb blast in a down¬ 
town Algiers restaurant which 
wounded at least five people, the 
latest in a spate of attacks, which 
have killed around 20 people and 
injured many others across Alge¬ 
ria. 

Debaili, who earlier met with 
Zeroual, said the FFS -will not take 
part in a national conference group¬ 
ing all main political parties and 
due to be held by the aid of die 
summer. 

However, it would participate in 


legislative elections expected next 
year, depending on security condi¬ 
tions during the vote. 

Zeroual has been holding talks 
with opposition parties on the po¬ 
litical fiiture of Algeria to prepare 
for the national conference, a refer¬ 
endum on constitutional changes 
and legislative elections. 

The restaurant attacked on Tues¬ 
day was near a police station target- 
led by a suicide bomb attack in 
January 1995 in which 42 people 
died and 300 were wounded. 

The five, who suffered only 
slight injuries, were hurt when the 
home-made device exploded just 
after midday (1105 GMT), security 
officials said. Diners spotted the 
device and had evacuated the build¬ 
ing just before it exploded, wit¬ 
nesses said. 

Islamic groups have been fight¬ 
ing the military-backed Algerian 
government since the army stepped 
in to annul elections in January 
1992 which die Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) had been poised to win. 

Around 50,000people have been 
killed in die conflict. 


as long as Karadzic remained in 
Bosnia it was likely he would con¬ 
tinue to influence events from be¬ 
hind the scenes. 

“As long as he is in Bosnia yon 
have to expect that there’s some 
kind of contact (with the other Serb 
leaders),” Frowick said. 

Other violations addressed at 
Monday’s meeting with Aleksa 
Buha, Ibe acting hand of the SDS 
following Karadzic’s “resigna¬ 
tion", were reports of humanitar¬ 
ian aid being conditionally denied 
to certain voters. 

Frowick said that Buha prom¬ 
ised him tO put an «md to such 
behavior. 


Text of 

Agreement on 
Mostar City 
Council 

MOSTAR, Bosnia-Herzegoviria — 
The following are the principal ex¬ 
tracts, from the text of the agree¬ 
ment" signed by Bosnian Croats and 
Muslims in Mostar Tuesday. 

“We, the undersigned, accept 
the ... establishment of a function¬ 
ing city administration. 

Vfe undertake to cooperate fully 
with the special envoy of the Euro¬ 
pean Union of the city of Mostar. 

Ws take note of the objections of 
die HDZ (the main Bosnian Croat 
party) against the decision of the. 
EU ombudsman (over the election 
results) and its complaint to the 
Appropriate Court of the (Musfim- 
Croat) Federation. We expect die 
court to take an urgent decision on 
this matter within the time frame 
set by Article 24 of the interim 
statute of the city of'Mostar (the 
City Council must meet at least 
every 60 days). 

Both sides call on their leaders to 
expedite die establishment, i.e. die 
work of the Appropriate Court... 

The City Council shall convene 
in August and elect the mayor and 
the deputy mayor. This will enable 
essential executive functions of the 
city to be carried out. The council 
shall meet again after die court has 
handed down its decision ... 

The mayor and the deputy mayor 
shall cooperate closely with the 
special envoy of die European Un¬ 
ion in fulfilling his mandate. 

(AFP) 


Election of Bangladesh’s IVew President 
Challenged in Court 


DHAKA — A high court here has 
challenged the legality of last 
month's election of former chief 
justice Shahabuddin Ahmed as 
Bangladesh’s new president 
The two-judge court, acting on a 
landmark writ, late Monday issued 
a court order, asking the chief of 
the election commission, the secre¬ 
tary of the Law Ministry and Ah¬ 
med himself to explain “under 
what authority of law justice Sha¬ 
habuddin Ahme d was declared 
president-elect of die republic. ** 
Aba Bakar Siddiqi, a Supreme 
Court lawyer, earlier filed the writ 
which argues that Ahmed’s “ille¬ 
gal" election should be invalid as 


Bangladesh's constitution bars re¬ 
tired or dismissed judges from 
holding any office of profit in die 
republic. 

The court fixed August 12 for 
the hearing of the case and ap¬ 
pointed a three-member panel of 
senior constitutional lawyers to act 
as impartial advisors in the case. 

“The rule should be issued as the 
matter is of great public interest 
and constitutional aspects," judges 
M. Moza m mel Haq and M. Abdul 
Matin said, regarding die issuing of 
the court order. 

Ahmed was nominated by the 
ruling Awami League of Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina Wajed as 


presidential candidate last month 
and was elected unopposed July 22. 

Directly after Ahmed’s ejection, 
allegati ons of ille gality due to his 
status as former chief justice were 
.made by figures from the opposi¬ 
tion Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
Siddiqi, who filed foe writj^s 
known to support foe BNP. 

Ahmed is expected to lake over 
after foe incumbent President Ab- 
dur Rahman Biswas vacates bis of¬ 
fice. Biswas’s five-year tenure 
expires on October 8. 

Ahmed retired from foe judici¬ 
ary on February 1 last year. 
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HIROSHIMA, Japan (August 6): Children see off hundreds of lanterns floating on the Motoyasu River 
before the Atomic Bomb Dome in the background in rememberanceof A-bomb victims in Hiroshima 
the 51st anniversary of the A-bomb blast which killed hundreds of thousands of people. The A-bomb 
dropped in Hiroshima for the first time in history August 6,1945 at the last stage of WWIi. 

— - (AFP PHOTO) 

Mnltiparty Conference Demands Pakistan Beef lip Its Me Propp 


LAHORE, Pakistan — A multi¬ 
party conference sponsored by foe 
Jamaai-e Islam! (JI) here Tuesday 
demanded that Pakistan strengthen 
its nuclear program to ward off 
“dangers” from India. 


Third Time Works the Charm for Dole 


WASHINGTON — The third time 
has worked the charm for Bob 
Dole, who clinches foe Republican 
presidential nomination next week 
after two bitterly disappointing 
tries prompted a final all-or-noth¬ 
ing bid. 

The veteran legislator had his 
mind made up early last year about 
challenging President Bill Clinton, 
wbo presented a good target after 
Republicans defeated his party in 
Congress in 1994. 

But a rough ride in the state 
primary races and arch-conserva¬ 
tive Pat Buchanan's win in the criti¬ 
cal first contest in New Hampshire 
convinced Dole halfway through 
that he needed a dramatic step to 
keep his campaign alive until No¬ 
vember. 

So, in June the Senate leader 
resigned from the Congress he 
served for 35 years announcing that 
it was now just “the White House 
or home." 

it was a big gamble for Dole, 
who also served as majority leader 
in 1984-86 and spent more time at 


foe Capitol than at “home,” a 
Washing ton a p art m ent he shares 
with his wife, Elizabeth, and his 
Schnauzer dog leader. 

But though the 73-year-old trails 
Clinton by some 20 points and has 
fallen rai his sword with missteps 
over tobacco and abortion. Dole is 
convinced about one aspect of his 
White House bid. 

“1 have foe experience. I’ve been 
tested and tested and tested in many 
ways. I am not afraid to lead and I 
know the way." he said in an ad¬ 
dress in his home state of Kansas. 

Though self-conscious about his 
right arm — he always grasps a pen 
with that hand to keep people from 
shaking it — Dole now points to the 
W>rld War II wound to highlight his 
military record. 

He talks at length about his gru¬ 
eling recovery in the Midwest farm 
state and how the community came 
together to get the best orthopedic 
surgeon. 

The wartime reminiscences are 
widely seen as aimed at reminding 
voters Clinton avoided the Vietnam 


war and outraged the military with 
a campaign promise to lift the ban 
on gays. 

But they also zero in on Dole's 
biggest sore point —age. 

Despite his year-round tan and 
brown hair, at 73 Dole will be older 
than any newly elected president 
and polls show most voters think 
he’s just too old for the job. 

Dole has sought to dismiss con¬ 
cerns by suggesting he might serve 
only one term if elected and an¬ 
nouncing on his birthday last month 
that he would allow medical advi¬ 
sors to decide whether be should 
step down in case of illness. 

And though he stepped down 
from the Senate, Dole is still 
plagued by his Washington insider 
credentials which he began build¬ 
ing when first elected to the house 
in I960 and then to the Senate in 
1968. 

That has been a liability at a time 
when voters say his Republican 
Party has taken the Congress too far 
to the right since its 1994 takeover. 


Dole’s attempts to distance him¬ 
self from the party’s extreme right 
led by House Speaker Newt Gin¬ 
grich have frequently landed him in 

hot water. 

Dole has called for a “toler¬ 
ance” amendment to tte party plat¬ 
form to include abortion rights 
advocates and suggested that smok¬ 
ing was not addictive. 

The party’s vocal abortion foes 
have threatened a mutiny at the 
August 12-15 convention and the 
Clinton campaign has gleefully sent 
"butt man” to every Dole event 
charging him with selling out to the 
cigarette companies. 

Though his official coronation 
will be at the convention in San 
Diego, Dole wrapped up enough 
delegates in March to win the nomi¬ 
nation he sought unsuccessfully in 
1980 and 1988. 

He also ran as vice president in 
1976 under then President Gerald 
Ford who lost foe race to Democrat 
Jimmy Carter. 

1Aff) 


The conference, attended by 25 
religious and political parties, also 
demanded that Britain, China, 
France, Russia and the United 
States commit in foe Comprehen¬ 
sive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) to 
destroy their nuclear warheads. 

If they “are really interested in 
saving the world from an atomic 
war they should first of all agree to 
add a clause to the CTBT that they 
will destroy their own nuclear war¬ 
heads and missiles before a given, 
dale, ” a conference resolution said. 

The conference participants in¬ 
cluded the main opposition Paki¬ 
stan League, which is led by former 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. 

Accusing Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto’s government of 
sbowinga “weak, evasive, and -un- 
biguous” attitude on foe CTBT is¬ 
sue, the resolution said Pakistan 
should not sign the CTBT before 
India and Israel join it 

Referring to Bhutto’s statement 
that Pakistan would not sign foe 
CTBT unless India also did so, the 
resolution , said tins stand “is not 
free from dangers.” 

The resolution said India could 
agree to sign anytime after securing 
“certain securities and advan¬ 
tages" and in that case Pakistan 
would have to sign the treaty “uni¬ 
laterally.”. 

It is “imperative" for Pakistan to; 
continue its “atomic program with¬ 
out entertaining any hindrance and 







pressure,” dm conference said. 

The resolution said Pakistan 
faced “dangers to its very exist¬ 
ence” from India which exploded 
a nuclear device in 1974 and had 
“enmassed heaps of enriched ura¬ 
nium capable of making more than 
a 100 atomic bombs.” 

“Pakistan’s defense depends 
solely on its deterrent nuclear ca¬ 
pability,” the resolution said. 

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Sar- 
dar Aseff Ahmed Ali called on 
India Saturday to accept the CiuT ,. 
currently under negotiation in Ge* j 
neva. 

Indian Foreign Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral told Parliament in 
New Delhi on Friday that India 
would not give in to.11$. pressure 
over the. CJfBT. 

India has refused to approve foe 
treaty until foe five declared no- < 
clear powers Britton, China, [ 
France, Russia mid the United j 
Statesagree' to a timebound , 
framework for scrapping fo&tp f, 
clear weapons. - j 

(Aff) 
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Wednesday July 21 

U.S., Saudis Agree 
to Move Coedition 
:Forces 

(jjni United States announced it 
CLAhad reached agreement with 
Saudi authorities to urgently relo- 
> cate U.S. and allied troops in Saudi 
Arabia to shield them Grom further 
attacks. 

"Regional States 
: - Impose Economic 
Sanctions on Burundi 

^S^legates to regional summit 
, o^C/decided to impose economic 
sanctions against the tiny central 
African state of Burundi. 

Thursday August l 

Netan ydhu Held 
Secret Talks With 

King Hussein 
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/^raeli Prime Minister Ben- 
tAjamin Netanyahu asked Jor¬ 
dan's King Hussein to mediate in 
peace talks with Syria when two 
leaders met secretly in London. 

Aidid Passes Away 

(jL pmali warlord Mohammed 
C-f Farah Aidid died in 
Mogadishu from wounds sustained 
in Actional fighting. 


m 
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Friday August 2 

Burundi Unveil Its 
Post-Coup 
Government 

GMLhrundi got a fresh govern- 
^Ament, nine days after Major 
Pierre Buyoya claimed the presi¬ 
dency in a military-backed coup, 
with Hutus joining Tutsis in what 
the hew regime regards as a major 
step towards national reconcili¬ 
ation. 

Saturday August A 

EU Says Mastar 
Talks Failed 

C/Jte European Union said that 
C^Ajts intense negotiation with 
Muslims and Croats in the divided 
city has tailed. 

U.S. Forces on Full 
Alert in Saudi 
Arabia 
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^AfSsfense Secretary William 
o£ypcrry said that the United 
States is bracing for more attacks 
in Saudi Arabia, putting its forces 
there on the highest state of alert 
end instructing commanders to 
prepare for ah imminent attack. 


Sunday August 4 

Sri Lankan Troops 
Take Tiger 
Positions 






/ 2/jrfmdreds of government sol- 
tTVSiers advanced towards the 
headquarters of Tamil Tiger guer¬ 
illas near Kilinochchi in the north 
against fierce resistance. 

Aidid’s Son Elected 
to Succeed Him 

Of&. Faction of slain warlord 
t-AMohammed Farah Aidid 
elected his son Hussein, 35, to suc¬ 
ceed him, the Action's radio sta¬ 
tion reported. 

v 

Baghdad Criticizes 
Ankara's Support 
for Allied Operation 

/jjjyaq criticized the Turkish 
C^AParljment’s decision to renew 
a r andate allowing U.S., British 
and French warplanes to use Turk¬ 
ish bases to impose a no-fly zone 
over northern Iraq. 


Monday August 3 

Israel Ready for 
Immediate Peace 
Talks With Syria 


/jjfraeU Prime Minister Ben- 
tAjamin Netanyahu said in Am¬ 
man that his country was ready for 
immediate and comprehensive 
peace with Syria. 


Death Sentence 
Sought for 
Ex-Dictator 
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Opposition Leader 
Sends Lawyers to 
Answer Summons 




seculors demanded death 
tXfbr former South Korean dic¬ 
tator Chun Doo-Hwan and life im¬ 
prisonment for his successor Roh 
Tae-Wfvi f(.r their roles in a mili¬ 
ary and a notorious massacre. 


Jumbattled opposition leader 
C^/Megawati Sukarnoputri seat a 
team of lawyers to police head¬ 
quarters in Jakarta where she had 
been summoned for questioning in 
a case involving alleged slander of 
President Suharto. 

France, Britain Warn 
of Reprisals Over US, 
Sanctions Bill 

(Jdj aoce warned of retaliation 
CJ^over threatened U.S. sanc¬ 
tions on non-U. S. companies trad¬ 
ing with states Washington 
baselessly accuses of sponsoring 
terrorism such as Iran, was signed 
into law by President Bill Clinton. 

Last-Ditch Talks to 
Find M ostar 
Solution 





/jjntense last-minute talks re- 
<LAsumed to try to break the 
deadlock Mostar with just hours 
before the European Union de¬ 
cided whether to pull out of the 
divided southern city. 

Clinton Signs Bill for 
Tougher Sanctions 
on Iran , Libya 



{j/jksid&nl Bill Clinton signed 
the bill to tighten sanctions 
against foreign companies invest¬ 
ing in the Iranian, and Libyan oil 
and gas industries. 


Tuesday Angusi 6 

Blast on Route of 
Russian PM*s Car 

-Va explosion went off on a 
t/^najor road into Moscow 
shortly before Rissian Prine Min¬ 
ister Viktor Chernomyrdin's car 
drove by but nobody was injured, 
the Federal Security Service said. 


Russian Far Fast 


Miners Return to Work 


^wftners in Russia's Far East 
c/* ^returned to work to end a 
strike of nearly three weeks after 
being promised wages owev to 
them, Interfax news agency re¬ 
ported, citing local management. 


Syria Rejects Israel's 
Offer of Peace Talks 


|l84 v 

(Vyria rejected an invitation 
f Jr from Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to resume im¬ 
mediate peace talks, criticizing it as 
“hardly serious.’* 

Japan Says U.S . 
Sanctions Violates 
WTO Rules 

✓Japan's Foreign Ministry said 
^gihat U.S. sanctions against 
foreign companies investing in Iran 
and Libya were “regrettable” and 
in possible violation of World 
Trade Organization (WTO) rules. 


LOCAL NEWS 


Wednesday JulyI 

President Pardons 
Would-Be Assassin 



m 


a letter to Judiciary Chief 
fJrAyatollah Mohammad 
Yazdi, President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani pardoned a man who 
fired shots at him at the Mausoleum 
of Imam Khomeini. 

Velayati Confers 
With Bosnian 
Premier 

(^/preign Minister Ali Akbar 
O^velayati who attended the 
gathering of the Contact Group of 
the Organization ef Islamic Con¬ 
ference (QIC) in Geneva, con¬ 
ferred with the Bosnian Prime 
Minister- 


9th Int'l Islamic 
Unity Conference 
Opens 

Mk 


n **■ 


(^^bsident Akbar Hashemi 
eJJ Rafsanjani opened the 9th In¬ 
ternational Islamic Unity Confer¬ 
ence. Some 90 thinkers from 35 
countries participated in die Con¬ 
ference. 

Leader Pardons 
263 Inmates 

J7y the occasion of the birth 
Cv'anniversary of Prophet Mo¬ 
hammad (S) and the sixth Imam of 
his Household, Imam Jafar SaJeq 
(AS), the leader of Islamic Revo¬ 
lution granted amnesty to 263 in¬ 
mates. 

Friday August 2 

Rafsanjani: US. 
Anti-Iran Policies 
Defeated 

£^fesident Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani termed anti-Ira¬ 
nian stance of the Untied States as 
a ■ defeated policy". 

Iran’s Proposals 
Approved at OIC 
Meeting 

£?/pretgn Minister Ali Akbar 
fjr Velayati said that proposals 
made by the Islamic Republic of 
Iran was approved at the meeting 
of Contact Group of the Organiza¬ 
tion of Islamic Conference (OIC) 
on Bosnia. 

Khadem Bags Gold 
Medal 



(jivz Islamic Republic of Iran 
C-^won its first wrestling gold in 
the free style competition which 
ended in Atlanta. 

Saturttay August .1 

Leader: Islamic 
Ideology Attracting 
Masses in 
Materialistic 



^upremc leader of the Islamic 
^Revolution, Ayatollah Seyed 
Ali Khamenei, congratulated the 
peoples of the world, particularly 
the Muslim community, and said 
the sacred existence of the 
Prophet Mohammad (S) was the 
best divine blessing ever be¬ 
stowed upon mankind. 

Ayatollah Khamenei made the 
statement on the an specious ocas- 
sion of the birth anniversary of 
the Holy Prophet Mohammad (S) 
in an ? idress to the visiting heads 
of the three powers, government 
officials, political representatives 
of Islamic countries in Iran, and 
the guests participating in the Is¬ 
lamic Unity Conference. 

Iran Warns UN on 
Dangerous Consequences 
of U.S. Threats 



_ 


(Jdpre ign Minister Ali Akbar 
t^velayati in a letter to UN 
chief on Saturday warned the inter¬ 
national body the dangerous conse¬ 
quences of recent U.S. threat 
against Iran and called for neces¬ 
sary measures to prevent it. 


inc'ny k \\%\>: 

Development of Remote 
Areas Is 

Materialization of 
Social Justice 



(jU* more development and in- 
eJ dus trial projects were inaugu¬ 
rated in this southwestern city by 
President Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani. 

M ohammadi: U.S. 
Measures Against 
Int’l Rules 

Spokesman of Iran’s Foreign 
C-^Ministry Mahmoud Moham¬ 
mad! said here that Washington's 
insistence on adoption 1 of meas¬ 
ures against international proto¬ 
cols and free trade principles was 
a challenge to the realities of the 
present-day world. He said such 
measures would isolate the U.S. 
administration. 
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r£ 1804, a British astrologer 
(Jrpredicted: “If the Duke of 
Wellington and Napoleon ever 
meet in battle, Napoleon will be 
vanquished and will never lead an¬ 
other army to field.” That was 1 i 
years before the Battle of Water¬ 
loo. 

In 1948, almost no one gave 
President Harry Truman any 
chance at reelection. But, born 
with his Sun in Taurus in 1884, he 
was due to have a solar eclipse 
oppose his natal Sun in early No¬ 
vember 1948, which suggested a 
dramatic election. So, in the 
spring of that year, astrologer 
Charles Jayne forecast that in con¬ 
test between Thomas Dewey and 
Truman, the latter would win. 
You know who did. 

On the other hand, astrologers 
predicted worldwide floods for 
1186 and 1524. The floods did not 
come. On February 5. 1962, great 
crowds of Hindu holy men sat up 
all night waiting for die end of the 
world — Predicted by Indian as¬ 
trologers from a conjunction of six 
planets, the sun and the moon in 
the sign of Capricorn. In 1939. 


leading British astrologers pre¬ 
dicted that there would be no war 
in the near future. A survey of 
predictions by the three most 
popular British astrologers in one 
carefully monitored year showed 
that out of 30 tries the roost accu¬ 
rate was right 12 times; the (east 
four times. 

Many people would like to be¬ 
lieve in astrology. They feel that 
it would be wonderful to know the 
good things in advance, so as to 
count oh them; and useful to know 
the bad things in advance, so as to 
minimize diem. 

Today, millions of people fol¬ 
low the 5,000-year-old art of as¬ 
trology, plotting their lives in 
harmony with the heavens. “Most 
people won't admit they believe in 
it," says one astrologer, “But ten 
out of ten know the Sun sign they 
were bom under. ” 

Star studied. Astrology origi¬ 
nated with the Babylonians, who 
charted the movements of the 
planets from their temples. In 
those days, horoscopes—or charts 
drawing the positions of the plan¬ 
ets at the moment a person is bom 
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You will need... 


Preparation time 

20 minutes 

Cooking time 
45 minutes 
Oven setting 
290 °F: gas mark J 


For the cream custard: 

4 egg yolks 

2 oz. castor sugar 

1/2 paint double cream 
1/2 pint single cream 
few drops vanilla essence 
For the caramel topping: 

3 oz. emulated sugar 
3 tablespoons water 


B, 


Jhvlend together egg yolks and sugar. Pour cream on to egg mixture, 
stir in a few drops of vanilla ess en ce. Strain custard into a 1 1/2-pint 
serving dish. 

Stand dish in a meat tin containing 1-inch of hot water. Bake custard 
for 45 minutes or until just firm in a very cool oven. Leave in a 
r e frigera to r or other cold place overnight 

Next day make caramel. Put sugar and water in heavy pan dissolve 
over a low beat then boil rapidly until a pale caramel color. Quickly 
pour three-quarters of caramel over top of the custard and pour the 
remainder on to a veil died tray. When set crush and arrange round 
edge of dish. Senes 4. 
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To keep spare egg whites, put in 
a lidded jar in the refr ig e rat or 
and use jar meringues within two 
weeks. If you lose count of how 
many egg whites are in the jar, 
four egg whites are in the jar,four 
egg whites are about I/4-phtt and 
to this, far meringues, aid 8 OZ 
castor sugar. 



— were cast only for die king, and 
used only for predictions about 
high affairs of state. Today, they 
are for anyone. 

The starting point for a horo¬ 
scope is the subject's moment of 
birth, plus the latitude and longi¬ 
tude of the birthplace — easily 
determined from the atlas. Time 
of birth is converted into “true 
local time" by adding or subtract¬ 
ing four minutes for each degree 
of longitude that your birthplace 
lies to the east or west of the center 
of your time zone. [For example, 
the center of the Greenwich Mean 
Time zone runs throu g h London. 
If you were bom in Axminster, 
exactly three degrees to the west, 
you subtract twelve minutes from 
your time of birth.] Next, consult¬ 
ing an “ephemeris" (a reference 
book that gives the positions of the 
planets in relation to the earth for 
each day of past or future years), 
you convert this “true local time” 
into “sidereal” or star time. And, 
checking (his “star time” in an 
astrological table, you find the 
name of your “ascendant” - the 
“sign “ that is rising on the east¬ 
ern horizon at the moment of your 
birth. 

The horoscope itself consists of 
two concentric circles. The inner 
one is divided like the face of a 
clock, into 12 fixed parts, or 
“houses." The outer band is also 
divided into 12 segments — corre¬ 
sponding to 12 different times of 
the year. Here you find not only 
the zodiac sign you were bom 
under but also your ascendant, 
which is usually different. To 
chart your horoscope, you align 
your ascendant with the “nine 
o’clock” point on the inner circle 
of bouses — the exact positioning, 
or fine tuning, dictated by your 
star time. And your ascendant fly- n 
is said to control your “first 
house,” the one located between 
eight and nine o'clock. This house 
represents outward personality, 
the face you present of the world. 
The other signs of the zodiac fol¬ 
low in rigid and ancient order. If 
your ascendant is, say, Capricorn, 
then the ruling sign of the second 
house is Aquarius; of the third 
Pisces; and on through the rest of 
the zodiac — Aries, Taurus, Gem¬ 
ini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, 
Scorpio and Sagittarius. 

Interpretations vary, although 
the second house is generally said 
to control money; the third, edu¬ 
cation; the fourth, home; the fifth, 
sex and other pleasures; the sixth, 
health and work methods; the sev¬ 
enth, marriage; the eighth, death; 
the ninth, the life of the intellect; 
the tenth, social and professi onal 
rank; the eleventh, friendships; 
and the twelfth, assorted 1 troubles 
such as ilfoess and disgrace. Once 
each house has been given its rul¬ 
ing sign, you enter, from the ephe- 
meris, the positions of the sun, 
tnoon and planets at the time of 
your birth — and your horoscope | 
is complete. f 


Each planer has its own char¬ 
acteristic influence. For the an¬ 
cients, the dread ones were 
Saturn, the cold planet of death, 
and Mans, the planet of war. Jupi¬ 
ter (optimism ) and Venus (love) 
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had happier influences. 

While any horoscope contains 
a bewildering number of different 
sign-and-planet relationships, the 
ancients ignored most of these, 
and cut right to the bone. In his 
Tetrabiblos, the original source- 
book on astrology — incorporating 
lore going back to the Babylonians 
— the Greek astronomer Ptolemy 
bluntly predicted “death by be¬ 
heading” or “death by slaughter 
or suicide, ” for any man, woman 
or child who happened to have the 
dread malefics at die wrong place 
in his chart Modern astrology , 
with its large and contradictory 
body of lore, is sophisticated and 
much less specific. 

Saint Thomas Aquinas held 
that the planets influenced die pas¬ 
sions, but that through his intellect 
man could arrange his life in har¬ 
mony with the planets. 

Today astrologers talk of such 
things as a "developed” or an 
“undeveloped” Capricorn - re¬ 
ferring to an individual's ethical 
and moral standards. “A man • 
with a dominant Mara, which is 
the sign of the knife, might be a 
murderer," says one astrologer. 
Yet, if semideveloped, he might 
be a butcher and, if fully devel¬ 
oped. a surgeon.” 

The advice of a good modem 
astrologer would be to get your 
chart drawn up, and keep an eye 
on “transits” (those times when a 
planet passes over a sensitive 
place in your horoscope). For ex¬ 
ample, when an evil planet such as 
Saturn transits a point in exact 
opposition to the point of your 
ascendant, you might be well ad¬ 
vised to avoid work and family 
crises, and get away for a week's 
holiday. If Venus is prominent, 
think about romance. 

Fact or Fiction. The key qujs- 
tion remains: Does astrology 
work, or is it merely superstitious 
nonsense? Pure astrologers point 
to some astonishing auguries; 
Every 20 years the planets Saturn 
and Jupiter come close together in 
the heavens, an event known as a 
conjunction. For 120 years, 
every U.S. president inaugurated 
in the year of this conjunction has 
died in office: William Henry 
Harrison (who took office in 
1841), Lincoln (1861), Garfield 
(1881), McKinely (1901), lad¬ 
ing (1921), Franklin Roosevelt 
(1941), Kennedy (1961). Four out 
of the seven were murdered. 


cific horoscopes and their sub- 
J® 115 ’ c** histories was miig by 
a French psychologist, Michel 
|Gauquelin, in the 1950s. He ana¬ 
lyzed about 24,000 horoscopes, 
and concluded - to his surprise, 
since he was a nonbeliever — that 
on certain points his survey coin¬ 



cided wife traditional belief! Cler¬ 
gymen, for instance, by more than 

a s tatistical average, had in their 
<*arts a prominent Jupiter (the op¬ 
timistic planet), and sportsmen 
had a strong Mars (fee planet of 
daring and war). 

But even true believers have 
never really got round what is 
called “the twin problem." Why 
do so many fraternal twins, en¬ 
dowed with identical horoscopes, 
develop such strikingly different 
personalities? 

In his Confessions, Saint 
Augustine declared feat be had 
given up belief m astrology upon 
foaming that a wealthy landowner 

and a slave on the same estate had 

been bora at exactly the ***** 
time. 

. How shall we make our private 
deriskm about astrology? Shall we 


agree with Shakespeare that “the 
fault... is not in our hit of 
onrselves”? Or with astzologjst 
Guroll Righter, who says, “The 
stars impel; they do not compel"? 

Is the answer to tbs future up 
there, in the stars? More people 
than care to admit it think so. 

(Cowrtm*yth£RmmdMr , w Digest) 
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Can you ten which of the drawings A-C 
is the exact reverse of this one? ft may 
001 be as elementary as you think! 
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loUi g ht; Philippines 

Tfa Wic&u J&UnAs. 


/S “ a * x:hi P eIa £ 0 of 7,107 is- 
lands, ■ the Philippines 
"JaVJv^^tretehes from the south of rh™ 
' itg 0 ^ «w*era,tip of Borneo. The 
.‘ jjkSsIands are divided into three main 
- * ? ^R4 r0U P s: ^ azoil » Visayas and Min- 
; . : J8*fdaiiao. Their discovery in 1521 by 
'. flHB^endinaiid Magellan marked the 
:.of the Spanish regime in 
•: PhSippmes which lasted for 

JMB 'm years. After the Spaniards 

A : -..T^jpcame other colonizers who left a 
:'"ttV;vv^igcolarful and interesting culture of 
4 i^Spmish, Japanese, Chinese, Ma- 
® .>ilay and American influences. 

yum often dubbed the fiesta islands, 

; Philippines hires tourists with 

TSP* ^ DtnoIIS festivals brought to the 
7 ’^Wiistreeb die whole year long. 

- \f*r The festivals invite them to 
•- #. ■ - ^ome and witness for themselves 

. *"1*1;the colorful Kfe of the people-in 

\ K V th0 cities 85 weJI as the smaller 
^provinces. 

/£ ‘Fiestas are very much the cul- 
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▼f J} tare of the Philippines. They are 
MBr ve *y buoyant occasions and reflect 
! Ae fun-lovingnature of Filipinos. 

jF The Ati-Atihan, Or Philippines- 

; style mardi gras is the country's 

i?.«a > wildest and most popular festival. 
? ‘Originally a non-Christian ritual, 

! jpw| the Spaniards who came in the 
l 1 % "-y|.16th century tried to give it a 
Christian significance such that, 

: A later, it was dedicated to the Christ 

The streets swim with people 
dressed in makeshift attire of 
r.J feathers, coconut shells and palm 
fronds. 

The merry-making includes 
f : ^ ^ #Jcing and gyrating to the beat of 
=•• : M * el pShgos. stamping feet and smear- 
«ar. "= " J c ing feces with charcoal and soot. 

-*| ! -r e cl Not * nwnfli goes by in the 
„i- .rrz. vit Philippines without some sort of 
celebration. Filipinos ring in the 
•• it c*r fI Year (January 1) with a mid- 
j... -1 ss't *tight feast. Media Nodus, to wel- 
J.- L cs>'’ c ^ me * bountiful year. Then, all 
lights are turned cm. Drawers and 
cupboards are flung open as loud 

boms and fireworks frighten away 
> CV ^ ^** r * fcs 10 ““be way for the 
t l(l?S frie,I,fl J r spirits to enter the house- 


The animal is shaved with aes¬ 
thetic patterns before it is bathed 
and scrubbed. Its horns are rubbed 
with oil, its toes manicured and its 
tail combed, plaited and ribboned. 
Colorful flowers and ribbons then 
are added for a grand procession 
to the town hall and a race across 
the fields. 

Tourists to the Philippines de¬ 
light in eating Filipino dishes 
which vary from region to region. 
Adobo, a special dish combining 
chicken, soy sauce and vinegar, 
along with Escabeche, fish served 
in sweet and sour sauce, and Pan- 
cit, a noodle dish with shrimp and 
vegetables are but a few of the 
dishes which visitors enjoy eating. 

The Philippines’ national day is 
June 12. 


^ J-i'idden among the awe- 
4ii » S'"so me mountains and val¬ 
leys of the eastern Himalayas, 
Sikkim remains to this day a land 

of isol a t ed splendor and spiritual 
mystery untouched by our mod¬ 
em world. Here the rituals of the 
past continue unbroken and our 
subconscious dreams of magical 
k ing d om s and living Buddhas can 
take unhindered flight. While a 
visit to this proud land carries no 
promise of luxury, the rich re¬ 
ward of its natural beauty, ami its 
colorful people and their culture, 
more than compensates. 

Whether one arrives in Sikkim 
by air or land, it is the «™>wnfgjj n«j' 
that first strike one's eyes and 
heart Foremost is Khang- 
I chendzong, at 8603 meters the 
tallest mountain in the world. It 
dominates the scenery from all di¬ 
rections and is the “axis” on 
which all Sikkim turns. This is 
true not only physically but also 
religiously, for the mountnif) jg 
sacred and is worshipped as a 
protective deity. When the clouds 
part to reveal its snowy peaks, 
you need be no believer in my¬ 
thology to feel your spirits soar. 

Surrounded by Nepal, India. 
Tibet and Bhutan, Sikkim has 
long been a crossroads to brave 
“enchants, pilgrims and holy men 


who have risked their lives wan¬ 
dering the steep and winding 
paths from Central Asia and Tibet 
down to the valley of the Ganges 
and back again in search of 
. wealth or enlightenment. Today 
Sikkim is a state of India, but as 
recently as 1975 it was an inde¬ 
pendent kingdom that had been 
ruled by the same family since the 
17th century. 

One of the strangest quirks in 
history occurs when certain tradi¬ 
tions disappear in the land of their 
origin, only to survive elsewhere. 
As we knew, this was the of 
Bud dh is m, which all but perished 
in India but continued to flourish 
in Tibet—where it did not arrive 
until almost 1000 years after the 
birth of the Buddha. It was from 
Tibet, later still, that Buddhism 
was introduced to Sikkim by the 
Tibetan Bhudas, who converted 
the indigenous Lepcha papulation 
and in the 17th century founded 
the Namgyal dynasty. 

The Lepchas, the original peo¬ 
ple of Sikkim, have their fair 
share of secrets. A fun-loving 
people, the majority are farmers, 
as are the Bhutias. Although Bud¬ 
dhist, they have maintained a 
separate culture that contains 
many elements of their ancient 
animist religion. A certain Gen- 
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^ Fiestas often have religious sig- 
- • ; “Seance—the water buffido is sa¬ 
il IE: in a fea& honoring the patron 

T jj saint of the Filipino farmer. Saint 
• Isidore. 
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O ne morning I opened the 
door to get the newspaper 
and was surprised to see a strange 
little dog with out paper in his 
month . Delighted with this unex¬ 
pected “delivery service,” I fed 
him some treats. The following 
wonting I was bonified to see the 
same dog sitting in front of our 
door, wagging his tail, sur¬ 
rounded by eight newspapers. 

Z spent the rest of that morning 
returning the papas to their own- I 


>iUrni, a !nn«! „f beauty ami spfenrlnr :•* 

Himalayas mountains. 


Brain Teaser 


ij;‘ ’he 


end Mainwaring, an Englishman 
who studied their language m the 
second half of the 19th century, 
declared that it was one of the 
“ost ancient languages in die 
world and that its structure re¬ 
vealed the system on which all 
other languages are based. Hus 
“ay be an exaggeration, but it is 
true that Lepcha is one of those 
mysterious languages that shares 
no clear relationship with any o L 
Besides visiting the magnifi¬ 
cent natural wonders of Sikkim, 
one of the most intriguing things 
to do is to lour the many monas¬ 


teries. Traditionally, at least one 
son in every Buddhist family be¬ 
comes a month. The gornpas are 
febtdous places perched on moun¬ 
tainsides. Large, stately struc- 
tores, their smokey interiors 
house numerous golden images of 
the Buddha, Bodhisattvas and 
saints of Mahayana Buddhism. 
With the drone of shaven monks 
as they chant magic mantras, we 
enter a limeless world in which 
prayer wheels, ritual thunder¬ 
bolts, triangular daggers and bells 
bold sway. (Courtesy of Silver 
Kris, August 1988.) 
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The Ali-Atihan Festival 


VtftrksHg TTinu 

FIRST-WOMAN: “Working 
f ill! time and trying to do the 
housework really get to me. After 
work I wmw home and washed 
the clothes and the dishes. To¬ 
morrow I have to wash the 
Ir4ff4n»n floor and the front win¬ 
dows...** 

SECOND WOMAN: “What 
about your husband?” 

FIRST WOMAN: “Absolutely 
not! He can wash himself.” 


First airplane flight in 1903 
by the... brothers. 

Scottish scientist who discov¬ 
ered penicillin in 1928. 

Spanish dictator who died in 
1975. 

Soviet cosmonaut who was 
the first man into space in 1961. 

City in which John Kennedy 
was assassinated in 1963. 

First Labor government was 
led by James Ramsay ... in 
1924. 


M ar tin.civil rights 

leader assassinated in 1968. 

He led the Indian struggle for 
independence. 

Nasser became president of 
this country in 1956. 

He published his general the¬ 
ory of relativity in 1915. 

Russian tsar was executed 
with his family in 1918. 

Model T car produced in 
1912 by. 


IISIBSIBin 


He commanded the victori- 
Famous small British fighter ous troops at El Alamein in 


plane used in World War H. 

World’s worst nuclear reactor 
accident happened here in 
1986. 


... Bhutto became prime minis¬ 
ter of Pakistan in 1988. 

The unseeded player who he- 


20TH CENTURY 

nririfinTn th 065 ?iVe " 3re connec,ed with ,he 20th «ntury. Working from left to right across the 
grid, fill in the missing words to complete the dues. As you work your way down the grid the ladder 
will reveal the names of two former American presidents. (W m .£££ T°! ™Z 


came the youngest ever Men’s 
Wtnbledon Champion in 1985. 

Suffragette who formed the 
Women’s Social and Political 
Union in 1903. 

He led the Rhodesian Unilat¬ 
eral Declaration of Inde¬ 
pendence in 1965. 

The first atomic bomb was 
dropped on this city in 1945. 

| ANSWERS to 
TRIO-TEASERS 
(I^g. 3, July 25,1996) 
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Tehran Times Weekend Issue 
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TOMORROW 
IN HISTORY 


I960 - United Nations de¬ 
mands evacuation of Belgian 
troops from Congo. 

1964 - Turkish planes attack 
Cyprus. 

1965 - City of Singapore with¬ 
draws from Federation of Malay¬ 
sia and becomes independent 
state. 

1974 - US. President Richard 
M. Nixon announces bis resigna¬ 
tion, under threat of impeach¬ 
ment. 

1990 - Iraq formally annexes 
Kuwait after U.S. President 
George Bush says Iraq must va¬ 
cate that country and British 
Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher orders British Air and 
Naval Forces to Persian Gulf at 
King Fahd’s request 

1992 - President Denis Sas- 
sou-Nguesso loses his seat in 
Congo's first presidential elec¬ 
tion since 1963. 

1993 - Four U.S. servicemen 
are killed in Somalia when a 
mine destroys tbeir vehicle. 

1994 - Israel and Jordan open 
first road Unking die two nations. 
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By Thomas Bblffe 

g J ore’s no guy livin' dat 
JL/ knows Brooklyn t’oo an' 
t’xoo, because it’d fades a guy a 
lifetime just to find his way 
arotm* duh f—town. 

So fiks 1 say. I'm waitin’ for my 
train f come when I sees dis big 
gay standin’ deb —dis is diih foist 
I eveh see ofhiiii. %U, he's lookin’ 
wild, y*knaw, an’ I can see dat he's 
had plenty, but still he’s boldin' it; 
he talks good an* is walkin' straight 
enough- So den, dis big guy steps 
up to a little guy dal’s standin* deh 
an* says, “How d’yuh get t* 
Eighteent’ Avenoo an* Sixty- 
aeveof Street?** he says. 

"Jesus! YUh got me, chief;*'feih 
little guy says to him. “I ain’t been 
heah long myself. Where is duh 
place?* 1 be ays. “Out in duh Flat- 
bosh sections somewhere?" 

"Nab," duh big guy says. "IPs 
ootinBensonhoist But I was neveh 
deh befoeh. How d'yuh get deh?" 

"Jesus,” duh little guy says, 
sciatchin' his head, y*know—yuh 
could see duh little guy didn’t know 
his way about — "yuh got me, 
chief. 1 neveh hoid of it Do any of 
youse guys know where it is?" be 
says tome. 

"Sure,” I says. "It’s out in^Ben- 
sonhoisL Yuh take duh Fburt* 
Avenoo express, get off a Fifty- 
nint* Street, change to a Sea Beach 
local deh, get off at Eighteent* 
Avenoo an Sixty-told, an* den walk 
down foeh blocks. Dot’s all yuh got 
to do," I ays. 

“G’want!” some wise guy dat I 
neveh seen befoeh pipes up. 
“Whatcha tafitin* about?" he says 
—oh, he was wise, /know "Duh 
guy is crazy! I tell yuh what yuh 
do,.” he says to duh big guy. "Yuh 
change to duh West End line at 
Toity-sixP,” he tells him. "Get off 
at -Noa Utrecht and Sixteenf 
Avenoo," he says. "Walk two 
blocks ovefa, fbeh blocks up,” he 
says, "an* you’ll be right ddi.” Oh, 
a Mass guy, /knew. 

“Oh, yeah?** t says. "Who told 
you so much?" He got me sore 
because he was so wise about it 
"How long you been livin' heah?*’ 


- All my life,” he says. "I was 
hawn in Williamsbou’," he ssjs. 
"Aa' I can tell you Pings about dis 
town you neveh bold of," he says. 
“Yeah?" I says. 



"Yeah," he says. 

"Well, den, you can tell me 
t’ings about (Us town dat nobody 
else has eveh hoid of, either. Maybe 
you make it all up yoefaself at 
night,*' I says, "befoeh you go to 
sleep — like e ntt i n * out papeh 
dolls, or somp’n.” 

"Oh, yeah?” be says. "You’re 
pretty wise, ain’t yuh?" 

"<Mi, I don’t know,*’ I says. 
"Duh bodies ain’t usin' my head 
for Lincoln’s statue yet," I says. 
"But I'm wise enough to know a 
phony when I see one.” 

"feah?” he says. "A wise guy, 
huh? Well, you’re so wise dat 
someone’s goin’ t’bust yuh one 
right on duh snoot some day," he 
says. "Dai's how wise you are. ” 
Wall, my train was cornin’, or 
Tda smacked him den and deer: but 
when I seen duh train was cornin’, 
all I said was, "All right, mug! I’m 


a place," I says, "if yuh neveh been 
deh befoeh?" 

"Oh,” he says, "I got a map." 

"A mep?” I says. 

"Sure,” be says, "I got a map 
dat tells me about all dese places. I 
take it wit me every time I come out 
heah," be says. 

And Jesu$> Wit dat, he pulls it 
out of his pocket, an’ so help me, 
but he’s got it — he’s tellin’ duh 
troot —a big map of duh whole f 
—place with all duh different paths 
m a hk e d out. You know Canarsie 
an* East Noo Yawk and Flatbush, 
Bensonhoist, Souf Brooklyn, duh 
Heights, Bay Ridge, Green-perm 
—duh whole goddamn layout, he’s 
got it right deh on duh map. 

“You been to any of dose 
placed?” I says. 

“Sure,” he says, "I been to 
most of ’em. I was down in Red 
Hook just last night.” he says. 

7 JJ 
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sorry I can't stay to take keb of you, 
but I’ll be seem’ yuh sometimes, 1 
hope, out in duh cemetery. ” So den 
I says to duh big guy, wfao’d been 
standin* eh all duh time, "You 
come wit me,” I says. So when we 
gets on to duh train 1 says to him, 
‘‘Where yuh goin’ out in Benson- 
hoist?” I says. "What number are 
yuh lookin’ for?” I says. You know 

— I t’ough if he told me duh ad¬ 
dress I might be able to help him 
out. 

"Oh," be says, “I’mnot lookin’ 
fix* no one. I don’t know no one out 
deh.” 

"Then watch a goin’ out deh 
fin?" I says. 

“Ob," duh guy says, *Tm just 
goin’ out to see duh place," he 
says. "Hike dub sound of duh name 

— Bensonhoist, y’know — so I 
f ought fd go out an' have a look at 
iL” 

"Whatcha a fayin' t*hand me?" 
I says. "Whatcha fayin’ t’do—kid 
me?” Sou know I fought duh guy 
was bein’ wise wit me. 

"No,” he says, "I’m tellin* yuh 
duh troop. I tike to go out an* take 
a tortl: ai places wit nice names like 
dat. I tike to go out an’ look at all 
kinds of places, 1 * he says. 

"How*d yuh know deh was such 


"Jesus! Red Hook!" I says. 
"Whatcha do down deh?" 

"Oh," he says, "nuttm* much. 
I just walked aroun’. I went into a 
coupla places,” he says, "but must 
of the time I just walked aroun’.” 

"Just walked aroun’?” I says. 

“Sure,” be says, "just lookin’ at 
t'ings, y’know.” 

"Where’d yuh go?" 2 asts him. 

"Oh,” he says, "I don’t know 
duh name of dut place, but I could 
find it on my map,” be says. "One 
time I was walkin’across some big 
fields where deh ain’t no houses," 
he says, " but I could see ships oveh 

deh all lighted up. Dey was loadin’. 
So I walks across duh fields," he 
says, "to where Adi sips are." 

"Sure," I says, "I know where 
you was. You was down to duh Erie 
Basin.” 

“Yeah,” he says, "I guess dat 
was it. Dey had some of dose big 
elevators an’ cranes an’ dey was 
loadin’ ships, an’ I could see some 
ships in dry dock all lighted up; so 
I walks across duh fields to where 
dey are,” he says. 

"Den what did yuh do?" I says. 

"Oh,” he says, "mutin' much. 
I came on back across duh fields 
after a while an’ went into a couple 
{daces. 


"Didn't nuttm* happen while 
yuh was in dere?" I says. 

"No,” he says. “Nuttm 1 much. 
A coupla guys in oob of duh places 
stehtod a fight, but dey bounced 
’em out, "he says, "an* den one of 
dub guys stahted to come back 
again, but duh bartender gets his 
baseball bat out from under duh 
counter; so duh guy goes on." 

"Jesus!” I said. "Red Hoc*!” 

"Sure," he says. "Daft where 
it was, all right." 

"RfcU, you keep outs deh," I 
says. "Thu stay away from deh." 

“Why?" he says. “What’s 
wrong wit k?" 

"Oh/’IsayB, "it’s a good place 
to stay away from, daft alL It’s a 
good place to keep out of." 

"Wlty?" he says. "Why b if?” 

Jesus! Whatcha gonna do wit a 
guy as dumb as dat? I saw it wasn't 
no use to try to tell him nuttin 1 — 






he wouldn’t know what I was talkin' 
about; so I just says to him, "Oh, 
nullin’. Yuh might get lost down 
deh, daft all." 

“Lost?" be says. “No, I 
wouldn’t get lost 1 got a map," he 
says. 

* A map! Red Hook! Jesus! 

So dear duh guy begins toast me 
all lands of nutty questions: how 
big was Brooklyn, an' could I find 
my way aroun* in it, an’ how long 
would it take a guy to know rfnh 
place. 

“Listen!” I says. "You get dat 
idea outa yoeh head right now," I 
says. "Ybu ain’t neveh gonna get to 
know Brooklyn," Isays. "Not in a 
hundred yeabs. I been livin' heah 
all my life,” I ays, "an* I don’t 
even know aU deb b to knew about 
h, so how do you expect to know 
duh town," I says, "when you 
don’t even live heah?” 

"Ycs 1 ”hesays, "bttflgoUmap 
to help me find my way about." 

"Map or no map,” I says, “yuh 
ain’t gonna get to know Brooklyn 
wife no map,” I says. 

“Can you swim?” he says, just 
like dat. Jesus! By dat time, 
/know, 1 begun to see dat duh guy 

was some kind of ms. He’d has 


plenty to drink, of course, but he 
bad dat crazy look in his eye I don’t 
tike. "Can you swim?” be says. 

"Sure," I says. “Can’t yod?” 

"No," he says. "Not more’n a 
'stroke or two. I neveh lowed 
good." 

"Wfefl, it’s easy,” I says. “All 
yuh need is a little confidence, Duh 
way I lowed, me older bruddeh 
pitched me off dub dot*, one day 
when I was eight yeahs old, close 
an* alL ‘YbnTl swim,* he says. 
‘You’D swim all rigid—or drown.* 
Ah’ believe me, I swam! When yuh 
know yuhgat to, you’ll do it. Duch 
only f mg yuh need is confidence. 
An’ once you’ve Joined,” I says, 
"you’ve got nuttin’ else to worry 
about. You’ll neveh forget it. It’s 
somp’n dat stays with yuh as long 
as yuh live.” 

"Can yuh swim good?” be says. 

"Like a fish,” I tells him. ‘Tm 
a regular fife in duh watch,” I says. 
"I l o ined to swim right off duh 
docks wife all duh oddeh kids,’’ 1 
says. 

“What would you do if yuh saw 
a man drownin’?” duh guy says. 

"Do? Why, I'd jump in an’ pull 
him out," I says. "Dafs what I'd 
do.” 

“Did yuh eveh see a man 
drown?” he says. 

"Sure,” I says. "I see two guys 
— bot’ time at Coney Island. Dey 
got out too far, an’ neider one could 
swim. Dey drowned befoeh anyone 
could get to ’em.” 

“What becomes of people after 
de/ve drowned out heah?” he 
says. 

"Drowned out where?" I says. 

"Out heah in Brooklyn." 

"I don’t know whatcha mean," 

1 says. "Neveh hoid of no cne 


1990 - UN Security Council 
declares Iraq's annexation of 
Kuwait null and void in 15-Ovofe. 
and Iraq seals its borders 
declaring that only foreign 
diplomats will be allowed to 
leave, raising concern abc*ge-. 
thousands of foreigners in Iraq 
and Kuwait. 

1991 - Hundreds of police use 
guns and tear gas to battle 
pro-apartheid activjes who tried 
to stop presidetn F. W. de Klerk 
from speaking in \fentersdorp. 
South Africa. 

1992 - An explosion in 
Es-Sanour destroys a city hall run 
by a government-installed 
administrator in Algeria. 

1993 - The NATO allies, 
seeking an end to the siege of 
Sarajevo, are ready to bof^ 
Bosnian Serb positions if UN 
Secretary General Boutros 
Bouiros-Gbali gives them Cfe 
go-ahead. 

1994 - Hijackers killed a 
Cuban navy lieutenant and forced 
four sailors overboard before 
setting sail in fee commandeered 
vessel for fee United States.. ■ 
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drownin' heah in Brooldyn, nine [ 
yon mean a swimmin* pooL fe 
can’t drown in Brooklyn,” I uys. 

"Yuh gotta drown somewhere rise 
— in duh ocean, where DereTs 
watch.” 

“Drownin’,” duh guy says, - 
lookin’ at his map. "Drownin’.*' .. 
Jesus! I could see by den be vm : 
some kind of nut; he had dat crazy 
expression in hb eyes when he C;_ 
looked at you, an* I didn’t know 
what be might do. So we was . ^ 
cornin' to a station, an* it wasn't ay 
stop, but I got off anyway, ad }h t , 
waited for duh next train. . 

"WL so tong, chief,” I says. j 
"Take it eaty; now.” i *»i', 

"Drownin',” duh guy says, '** > 
lookin’ at his map, “Drownin’.’’ Iv 

Jesus! I’ve fought about dat gsy 
a thousand times since dea an* woo* 
dered what cveh ha ppened to Yu 
goin* out to look at Beusochnfet 
because he liked duh n^el .*• 
Wdkm’ aroun* froo Red Hook \ff * 
himself at night an* lookm* at his 
map! How many people fed I see 
get drowned out heah in Brooklyn! 

How long would it take a guy wit j \ „■ 
good map to know afl deh was to ’ £.-?' 
know about Brooklyn! 

Jesus! What a nut he was! I ’ ^ 
wondeh what eveh happened to ;*» 7r *’ 
’im, anyway! I wondeh if someone '■ 

knocked him on duh head or JfWs 
still wonderin’ aroun* in duh sab- ^ 
vwy m duh middle of didntj^tt wit 1 

his tittle map! Duh poor guy!feft * 

I’ve got to famgb, at dat, when I %£ 
t’ink about Him* Maybe he’s found 
out by new dat heTl neveh Eve long "* ‘-s 

enough to know* duh whole c£ h . 
Brooklyn. It’d take a gay a fifetise 
to know Brooklyn froo an’ froo. i k 
An’ even den, yi* woidiUt'kaow l l|Jnp,, 
italL ti 
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"Primula Obconica. I'd likeyou 
to meet Pelargopzun: ZonaleP^ 
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